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Tn his 1998 bock titled The Biotech Cantury, Jerawy Rifkinnctes  thet
“Wter thousards of years of fusing, nelding, soldering, faging, ad
buming irenimete metter to create useful things, we are ow
licing, recobining, inserting, and stitching living metter into
ecoomic utilitied’ (.12). Rifkin goes an to say thet these
emerging bictedrolagies are ot aily dheping ewery field of
edeavar, they are also producing new aoncsptians of mature ard of
merkind’s relationship to it. Gmsequently, and given axr merdate
to provice comentaries an isses related to faith ad adltire, to
social justice, ad to interreligias dialoge, it is gggudate far
Pergoective to address these phenorerma.

COURTESYOF B. Wsiakt

Fr. Jdm Perry, S.J., franarx Jesuit Gatre far Gatholic Saxdies, takes

W at lesst part of the dallare in this isse. M ethicist, Dr. By

joirned the Gaitre in 1998, ad later in that acadanic year presanted a paper an “The Re-invention of the
Cow: Is the Use of the Bovine Growth Homre an Ethical Qptian?” which generated intense discussian
fran the scietific, tedmical, and lay peple assabled. In this isse, Fr. Berry tums his attention to the
erercgence of genetically modified (M) food ard provides insights an such questiaons as whether ar not
M food prodxction is dapprous far imdividaals, dangerass for ewiramats, and just in its
distributim of beefits. Maeoer, e atlines both arrent Gatholic thirking an the isste and suggests
several strards of CGatholic thought that will ke useful far geerating mare detailed positians recarding
bictedmical develoorents.

This issue also witnesses the ddout of Dr. Paul Fartier, a Gollee faadlty medcer who holds the
prestigiaus Distinguished Professar title of the Uhiversity of Manitdea. Dr. Rartier provides a review of
George Marsden’s The Qutragecus Idea of Christian Scholarship ad its defense of the presace of faith-

Ms. Jare Duffy, the rewly ggoointed Lilrardan at St.Pail’s, alsomekes her first PRergeective ggpoearance in
this isstee. A graduate of The University of St. Mideel’s Gllege in Toranto ard a former menber of the
staff of its likrary, Ms. Duffy reviews Joarma Maming’s Is The Pope Catholic? A Waran Qonfronts Her
Church, albock which mece the kest seller list of The Glabe and Mail in the sumer of 1999.

The Jesuit Cantre for Catholic Studies, with sugoort fram a door who wishes to remain anaymous,
will present its fivst amel Social Justice Ressarch Avard later this acadanic term to the Social Plaming
Couacil of Wimipeg far its report titled The Manitaba 1999 Child Poverty Report Card— 2An Agerda for
Actian. Pref exerts of the oot are aoitaired in this isse.

This isse of Rargpective is produced with the suygoort of the Jesuits of Wirmipeg ad the Uhiversity of
Manitdoa, and I wish to acknowledge and therk both.

e at the Jesuit Gantre far Gatholic Studies have been gratified by your regoose to Rergpective . When we
becen, we wanted to damastrate that the (ollece was a cantre of vilrant CGatlholic intellectual thoght
which could produce camentaries an a range of issues which ar readers wauld fird relevant ard
interesting. Your comments suggest that we are an the right path, and your suggestians have helped us to
identify topics which can ke assigned to marbers of ar llege cammity. Thark you, and please
aatine to axtact us.

oo s

Jdm J.Sapletm, Ph.D.
Rectar, . Pail’ s Gllege Derspective 3



GeneTicaLLy Moboiriep Foob

AS A JUsTICE IssUE

“We are what we eat.”

This piece of folk wisdam spesks to the desp-seated inmportance of food ard what
goes into it for the adirary persm. Ressarch an public acosctance of geretically
modified food indicates a growing praolem in the minds of ansurers with its ever-
increasing presence in axr dogoirng carts at local food stares. A recant Argus Reid
poll caducted in eight corntries shows that two-thirds of Canedians now say that
they wauld ke less likely to uy food thet they know has been geetical ly modified.
In the United Kingdan, this rinber is even higner: 82%.1

Tre civil distrdences at the World Trade Orogpnization talks in Seattle in Decenber, 1999,
ad the dananstratians at the Biosafety Protoool mesting in Motresl in Jamuery, 2000, hed
to d with this gestim. The isses far the damstratars inchuded the 1pid ad gldel
introduction of geetically modified food seamirgly without adequate testing for humen
safety ad, doowe all, without cosuer ansat.

Tre stary of the introduction of geetically modified food tedrolagy ad the mdoilization of
ppoular ggoositio to it hes all the irgrediats of a suspense rovel you midht purdese while
waiting at the dedkar couater of yor loml food stae to py for yor grocerdes,
aooradmately 60% of which, we are told, have already been genetically altered in ae way ar
adter.? The plot has herces, heroires, ad villains; wexpected develaoneants; hich level
political intrige; aganizatians bat vyom warld domiretian; ad acpnizatians trying to
save the warld fran destruction.

Wet is it aoout this questim of food thet raises such passia? T anot sre. Bt ae ids is
sinply that food is special . Tt hes both mythic ar, if youprefer, theolagical syooliam, as well
as a more prosaic mesning. We care aoot the stary of food
bictedrology much more then thet of other stordes of comercial
pactices ar melpractices. Bood hes been, fran the start, =0
fudamatally meterdal, so presat ab ewry stae of ar ailtoral
histary thet it is rot ramelly todght of as syndolic of aything. A:
the sare tine, it is fraught with mesning. Roven CGatholics have died
in battle ar have been hanoed, dran ad quertered by an
exatiaer far the sgke of the twuth ther the vead ad wire of the
Edweristic fesst is rmally, ad rot nerely synolically, the body ad
blood of Grdist. In ae of her many attacks in the Toraito Star au e
Arerican bictedrology giant, Mmsanto, Michelle Tandsberg put it
in this way: “Bery hmen caesire an the earth ot aily ests to live, bt es a partiadlarly
intimare ard persosvl relarianship with reskfast, lundch ad dimrer.”?
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At the begiming of the rise of modem ecaxmic life, food seamed too sacred, too important to us
to e hardled in a free market. Adam Suith aroued against this position in his famwus addendim
a the grain trade. Today, visit any comodity excdhance and you will see that “fuoures” an oy,
capla, west, ad park prove thet Adam Suith was prescient: food is just ae of the facts of
refre. ¢

Tre intettion of the authar of this article is to presat a “justice pergeective” an the question of
bictedolagy ad the geretic nodification of food. Dee to the limitatians of goace the article will
ke introdxtary it hopefully will offer a peliminery indication of the position thet official
teaching of the Guxch seane to ke taking and the areas where further research ard publication
reed to ke dae.

Bictedholagy is kroedly defined as the science of using living arcpniams to inprove ar create
bereficial products. The tedrology of genetic modification has meary aoplicatians, of which food
is anly ae. Medical uses are already well established in the gramecautical imdustry, ad the paiolic
seamirgly has mo prdolem with genetic modification within that setting. Within the cotext of the
production of food grains geetic modification is a way of adding genes which anfer resistance to
insect, fugl, ad viral pests to plants thet migt ddemwise die ar require pesticides to auvive. It
can also encoarace herbicide-resistance, which means that weeds can ke easily killed even amayg
stardirg arges. Al of this increases the vields of fammers and decreases their aost. There hes, as yet,
been 1o clear berefit for the ansurer.

The public fear of bictedmology centres an the perceived praolem with agpying a gere from ae
Seecies ard inserting it into ancther, the so-called “rans-geic” process. Rar exanple, the herbicide
glyphosate (Roundup) deactivates an essential process in nomel plants ard kills them. “Roudup
Ready” soybeans, com, and canola were develgeed by inserting a agoy of a bacterial gere with an
idatical fuxctio to the plat gge, bt thet is ueffeded by dlydosate. Al of this is a
menipulation of the seed at the cellular ar INA level which ewsbles fammers in CGanada ad
throghaat the warld to kill weeds in a new way. In this exanple, aily a minute fraction of the INA
of the bacteria, which cotains W to 90,000 ges, has been apied. Inserting ae gge of the
kacterium into, far exarple, a caola sead, will ot transfer the daracter of bacterda into caola;
the rew fam of cavla is really differet ad yet it is “siestantially equivalent” to the adgirel
versian of the plant. “Suostantial equivalence” is a philosgohically anfusing aonceet thet pleases
federal govenment regulatars, wo have argued thet the new arggnism is basically the sae as the
ald ae ard therefare need it e tested as rgoraagly. This cocspt is also pleasing to the aaparate
owers of the patents far the new argenism, which is legglly protected as their intellechal property.

Despite the paolic’s fear, the goead of QM food seaed, until recatly, unstagosble. The first
comercial breskthrough in this tedmology was mede by Monsanto in 1982. In 1990, there were
o comercially adltivated M crops in the westem world. By the end of 1999, an estimated 100
million acres were covered with them. In fact, “Roudup Ready” or “Liberty Linked” soybeans are
now so popdlar thet it is incressirgly diffiadlt in Garada ard the U.S.A. to fird the umodified
Nariety.

In Braee ard Japen, things are ot at all the sare as they are in North Averdca.  Excgpt far Soain,
most of Furope has officially rejected QM crop tedmology, and Buropeans have mounted powerful
bat wofficial resistance to it. Their dojectiass are three: (1) ogetic menipulation is
urstral ; (2) the food it prodaes is dageross to pacple; (3) it is ked for the awviranet.
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Pdvocates of QM tedrolagy answer the first dojection by sayirg that all crges are uretiral. The
plarts we see in the wild evolved at the tine of the dincsaurs, about 100 million years ago. They evolved
for their o berefit, ot for hivens, ad filled all the available ecolagical nides. R the past 10,000
years, himerkind has been busy modifying a amll nunber of these plants to serve orr oan nesds, 1ot
those of the plats, ard in so doing we have darged them dranatically. Over the past 50 years, we have
arjoyed the fruits of the so-called “green rewolutiaY’ which, for exanple, esvbled Trdia to tum fran
beirg the world’s larcest inparter of food grains to being self-sufficient in them.

Mest foods we eat, even the argpnic vardety, are the result of intense geetic modification. For exanple,
the tamto started ait as a smwll red bervy fran South Arerica thet was thoght to ke taxic ad o
was used there anly for amamental puarposes. ® Ceser to the hoe of Rergpective at the University of
Manitdoa, in 1974, Dr. Balduar Stefanssm ard his colleagues transformed rape seed, which hed been a
tade oil used as a Iuordcant in warships durirg the Secod World War, into a health-friedly coddrg
al, caola, by redoing the licosmic ad erucic acids in it throoh cowvetiasel aosstresding
tedmiques.

Those who gooose M say that a distinction must be mede amay (@) matural selection; (o) artificial
(urenly engineered) selection through trait etencarent by a slow breeding process; ad () the
much faster genetic modification through tedrological interventian, which rings a new species into
the warld. This third menipalation, dae by bictedrolagy, is gauirely rew, is still in its infacy, ad
its goin-off effects are still wkomn.

Tre riposte to the secod arguat, thet M foods are ot safe, is sinply to say thet o scatifically
reputable test hes doan thet ay food arratly an the grocery delves is in the least todc. A well-
pdolicized experiment carried at an potatces in Britain has goeed wp new lires of research in the
scientific commnity, it has yielded ro new caclusias to date.

Dr. Arped Rusztal, a sciatist wakirng for the Rowett Institute in Averdesn, Saotlard, coducted
research an rats fed with geretically modified potatoes, ad the prelimirery results indicated thet the
rats experienced stunted orgen growth ard depressed functianing of the inmre
systan. Since o ae praposed to feed the enginesred potatces that had been fed to
his experimatal rats to pagple his argimal results did ot cause mxch caxem.
But a secad claim by Dr. Busztai ard his sugporters did: thet the damege doe to
the rats was ot de to the protein thet hed been ggetically egiresred in the
potatces ut by the method used to put it there. Since this method is widely used in
ggeretic egineerirg the media in Great Britain begen referring to “Frankenfoods, ”
ard the debate becare nore heated. ©

Tre third dojection would seam to be more weidhty. It is possible thet crgos thet meke their on
pesticides, for eaple, will cause ewlution to tum agpinst humen best interests by stimilating
resistance in the very pests aimed at by insecticides. Odher possible ewiramatal harm would include
the “escape! of transplanted ggres fram crpes to their wild relatives. This might anfer insecticidal
properties ar herbicide resistance an tham. A widely-advertised experimat doe at Gomell
Uhiversity an Bc com ard its effects an the caterpillars of Mxerch butterflies has domn a possible risk
to these nmn-pest insects fran eating the @tHtransfamed cam pollen. Other baeficial insects such as
the Tacewing may also be irvolved in this prdolem.

A less well-knomn issue ocoourred in Canada in 1997 when our federal goverment allowed the sale of
geetically modified camola seeds produced by Mosanto thet were “seriously cotaminated.” The
seeds were ok harmful, bt they were recalled despite the fact thet they hed been planted by two
pairie farmers befare the remll. Wat is significant is thet it was Mosato, ot the federal regilatars,
wo discovered ad rectified the mistake.’” This incidat tark to sypoxt the daim of te
bictedrolagy imdsstry thet they are able to regilate thareelves.
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The issue of gen

Protesters destroy GM test site:

The answer to the cowrdrum of potential ewiramental damege axsists of two argurents.
Tre first is thet agriadltire is, by definitiom, destructive to the ewviramat. If M were shon to
ke more harmful then traditicosl methods, then ethical bells dhild begin ringirg. But this hes
ot yet been damstrated. The secod argent is thet at least sore geetic modification
ghadld help rather then ham the awviramet. Ror exanple, if crgs aotained their on
insecticides, goraying becaores urecessary. This should be good news for the non-taroet insects,
including the Monerch utterflies and Lacewings. & Garetic modification may even help us solve
existing ewviramental prdolans by the develaoent of plants that leech heavy metals fram the
sil, for eanple.

o cate there has ot yet been a cowincing case mece thet gaetic modification in ad of itself is
wethical. The ethical prdolars begin with the question of who aortrols this bio-tedrolagy ad
far whoee berefit it is being develgped. This leads to a mare fooused, ad theological ly inspired,
versian of ethics subsured uder the wdrella of “Justice.”

In Cctdoer, a aollection of essays an this tedrolagy was piblished by the Vatican's Batifical
2cadamy for Life. ® Gmsidering the cattroversy swirling aroand them in Ttaly and throghoat
the rest of Bxope, the authors of this wolure have taken a aol, detaded, ad acedamic
aooroach to the matter, ad have given their qelified and careful agreavent to bictedrology
in ggeral ad to geretic modification of food in partiadar. CGertain prdolens are highlidghted:
the inbalance between developirng ard develgeed cartries in their acgess to this tedrolagy,
“gretic patrimay” of useful species of plats ford in develqping corntries, ad the need to
redefire and reregctiate bictedrolagy patats. *° One author, V. Buonomio, expressed the hope
that advances in the production of ghamecauticals using the new plant tedrology micht help
retify presat irjustices in the disdbution of dags. ®

To cate the Bishop of Rare, Boee Jdm Paul IT, has spoken divectly an the issues under disaussion
juet axe.? In this gmesch he hes given dlear divection far Gatlolic reflection an the rew
tedrolagy in lire with the idea of “wolidarity” with the poor ad the hrgry, ad participation
of all in its gplicatiom ad use. Markirg the begiming of the Millanium with his Januery 1%
message an the “World Day of Peace,” which had been established by Bope Paul VI in 1967, His
Holiress irdirectly referred to ar gestiom wen he indicated cdlearly thet e recgprded
“Yldmlizatiay’ as the best way to establish full hnenity. Poverty, huoer, dissese, ad viclat
displacaments of humen populations carmot be healed by harndouts or the acts of discamected
deritable amanizatias. Tre answers lie, rather, in “ethirking intemretice]l co-qeeratim in
teme of a new aidltire of solidarity.” The Holy Father writes: “The lofty ard daverding task of
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pesce, desply rooted in hienity’ s vocation to be ae family ad to recognize itself as such, hes ae of its
fardetias in the principle of the universal destiretion of the earth’s resawraes. This principle does ot
Gelegitimize private property; instead it roadens the uderstading ad meregemat of private
Property to adorace its irdispensable social fuxtion, to the advartage of the camon good ard in
perticilar of society’s weakest matbers.”

In cther wads, the ethical coxems of both the sdolars in the Rotifical Acadany ad of the Rye
himeelf lie in the area of justice rather then in the isse of the hemm to the aviramat ar even wether
@1 is sarethirg thet is inrinsically wayg. With the geeral interest Jesuits take in reflection ad action
arard this virte I waild like to meke use of the recat aoparate decision by Mmsarto to revise its
plans for the first ggeration of its Tedrology Protection Systars, which its goooents have dudoed
“Terminator Tedmology,”* as an exarple of the possibility thet individels and even hioe caparatians
cn leve a caversion, a metanoia, with regard to the Justice agoacts of this qestion.

Tre rews at Quistmes thet caterers have delivered Mosanto the firgl insult by kaming geetically
modified food fran the M glant’s omn staff cafeteria in its British headguarters “in resomse to aaxem
raised by ar austarers”® gives the notian of poetic justice a wole new nesning. For those wo reed
their Bible, this evat as well as others coorrirg this sare wesk, the last ae of the old Millanium, migt
also g the thoght of biblical justice to mird. For they would krow fram the pages of scripoare thet
Yalweh, the Fatlher of ar Iad Jesus Qrrist, hears the ares of the poor ad takes their side in powerful as
well as adirary ways.

Tre other news of the last week in Decanber 1999 relevart to Mmsanto wes that five farmers in Averica
ad ae in France had landed a class action suit in the U.S. district coxrt of Washirgton, D.C. “The 55-
e aoplaint claims thet Momsanto defrauded farmers when it told them the seeds were safe ard that
the public would acospt genetically modified cropes, because-according to the plaintiffs-the coparny
should have known thet 1o retian’s standards of testing are adequate to gquarantee such safety.” ** The
sare week Mosanto agreed to merge its pharmmeceutical industry with Phavmacia & Upjdm in a $27
billim (U.S.) deal which included the separation from the rest of the merger of Mmsanto’ s agrodhamical
business with its heedqerters in St. Louls, Missord ad its $4.3 billim in anel revele. Qe of the
coditions of the deal with Phammecia & Upjdm was the removal of Mosanto’s visionary CBO Rdoert
Shepiro fram the day-to-day rumirg of the husiness. ”

Trese three evats, rawly the caterers baming M food in their canteen, the class action suit by
disgnntled farmmers, ard the ggosrent sogpticism dbout Mosanto’s agrilusiness displayed by its merger
partrers, raoesart a great dernce far the world's largest producer of M seeds. 1999 hed seared to be
sheping wp to be a bamer year for the miti-raticwl. Hlfway throgh the year the carparny hed
earred a profit of $476 million, which was wp five
percent an 1998, ard its incare had grown by 28%.
Uil the spring of 1999 Mmsanto had enjoyed
broed support an Well Street, the White House still
favored the copany, ard its shares were valued at
$47. Mr. Sepiro told his derdolders thet the
flooding of the U.S. merket with QM crops hed
been the most “suocessful launch of any tedrology

ewer, inchdirg the plagh.”

Tre first sion of troble was in Axdl wen a
marufacturer of veggie urgers stagped using QM
soybeans. By the sumer, the runblings indicating
trable ahead had gromn loder. The first M
crops were destroyed by U.S. activists. Mearmhile
in Hrope, were activists were also diggirng wp
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cropes, a ansurer boyoott of M products was taking its toll an U.S. ard Canadian grain
exports. By May, Den Glidkmen, the secretary of Zgriaulture for the Uhited States, wes issuing
stem wamings of “proford ansequences” to U.S. agriaulture exports if U.S. fimms did not
begin wolutarily lakelling their products, as darended by the Rropesn Uhion. Rarther, he
advised Mr. Shapiro to kesp quiet “oecause every tine he goens his mauth, U.S. agriculture loses
millios nmore bughels of agricilture exports.”

These public events, drametic though they were, paled in coparison to what was hageening
behirnd closed doors. On July 14 the nine manbers of the Monsanto Board of Directors including
Harvard academics and Micky Kantor, former head of the U.S. Department of Camerce, met
secretly at the Willard Hotel in Washington to listen to Professor Gardm Cawmay, President of
the Rockefeller Foudation in New York whose mission is to help the world’s disadvantaged.
Professor Camay, former Vice Ghancellor of Sussex University in Egland, had spent much of
his life in developing corntries warking with peasant farmers. Mr. Shepiro, wo also clains to ke
warking far the poor with genetically modified food, hed inwvited Professor Camay to address
them because of Mmsanto’s public camitment to amsult widely. As well, the Rockefeller
Foundation had recently spent $100 million an research into QM crops. No dadbt what wes
expected was a friendly, sarewhat irrelevant gpeech by an ally who wauld offer sare mild advice
which the board cauld take ar leave.

For more than an hour Professor Camay stumed them with a lecture waming them to change
their ways ar they wauld inar the wrath of the sciettific, political, ad gldml comnity.
Wit that you do not have all the answers,” he said. “Comiit yourselves to pranpt, full, ad
hoest dharing of data. This is not the time far a new R offensive it far a new relatianship based
a haesty, full discleare ad a very uxertain funare.”

Alag with meny others in the U.S. intellectual commity, Professor Camay regretted
Mrmsanto’'s coparate style ad gldml strategy. The capoation hed a repaation far
arrogance ard secrecy which was seen as being regomsible far a loss of anfidence in science ard
big husiress.

Bt of all its actias, the ae that rarkled Mxsanto’s gooaets the nost was its purdese far
$1.2 billion in May 1998 of a giant American seed canpany called Delta and Pireland which
owed U.S. patent No. 5,723,765. This patent, the result of a collaboration between Delta ard
Pirelard ard the U.S. govenment’s Department of Agriaulture, related to a tedrology which
allowed any seed to ke geetically doctared to grow into a healthy plant but then to produce
infertile seeds. Mmsanto’s ewmies clled it “Tamimetor” or “suicide” tedmology. The
attractim to Mmsarto was thaet instead of having to police famers to meke sure they did ot
collect ad then reuse their patented QM seeds ard sow them far their next year’s harvest, the
seeds would do this for the coparny. The very idea of “Terminator Tedrology” angered
farmers in developing natians, ard the govenments of Trdia and Zinslowe were the fivst to ben
them autridht.

Professor Camay argued with the Mosanto board that the possible adverse results for
hundreds of millians of famers were far greater then any social berefit in preventing migration
of gmetic modificatioss to create iradvertently “super-weeds” ar “woluntesr crgos.” The
Termiretar effectively killed the process thet let famers sow their o seeds, ad suosistence
farmers were too poor to buy new seed. In short, Professor Camaey presented the Momsanto
Board of Directars with a strayg argunart thet they were not actirg in a just mamer, ad he
urced tham to enter a “gldeal puolic dialoge” thet wauld air all sides of the isse.

Tre Directars were repartedly shocked, but they were even more Uoset to leam that Professor
Comay hed lriefed the press aoadt what he intended to say, ad they issued a terse statement:
“The neeting wes frark ard productive . . . We will cottine to reach ait to pegole like Prof.
Comay to disauss the dullenges ad ggoortunities of bictedrology agplicatians in
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agriadlture.” The Caomay meeting wes samiral. “Tt wes like a boil hed been lanced,” said
sareae wo attended the talks. “Sameae in athority hed firally held this mowolithic
aaparation v to pdolic accomtability.” ® After much closed-door discussion Mr. Shapiro
wrote him a letter in Qctdeer to say that the carpary wauld ro laxer parste research into
“Terminator Tedrology.” The next week in a video link to a Gresnpeace anference a pale
ad drawn Mr. Shapiro said: ‘“We fargot to listen . . .We heve irrdtated ard antagmised more
paple then we have persiaded . . . Qur aonfidence in bictedrology has keen widely seen as
arragance and aadescensian.” He pramised wide amsultation ard to listen carefully. ®

Treditiawlly Catlolic theolagy hes divided the virte of justice into three related
carpaents: comuitative, distribative, and social.? Comutative justice has to do with
relatians between ae irdividual and ancther ar ae caparate entity ad aother. QM food
tedhology aonprises a nunber of issues within comutative justice including patents ard
their use, ad the owership of geetic products and processes derdved fram plants ad
aninals used far thousards of years by traditicanl populatians. 2 Distrdlutive justice hes to
o with the relationchip between the individel and society, of the part to the wole. The third
type of justice is aalled social justice. Comonly confused with distrdlbucive justice, social
justice in its preset uderstanding within Gatholic thirking does not mesn oetting a fair
share of the comunity’s “pie’ ar “ecoxmic wealth,” but rather means participatian, ad
includes the notias of “Wwoice, agecy, atitlawent, seardty,” ad “resomsibility.” Tt wauld,
far eaple, incluke the ridtt to know as muxch as possible doout the food ae is eating
throoh the laeelling of geetic modifications mece to it. Within the question of geetic
modification tedmology this would ke oversight an humen safety issues and govenment
regulation of the food industry. Mxch mare codld ke said doout all of these issues. Gatlolic
social teaching coxeming ewviramatal stewardship, the preferential gotion for the poor,
Sisidiarity, sdlidarity ad the universal destiretion of the goodks of the earth ad te
camm good is well develgeed and has much to say about the question of genetic
modificarion of food.

1. Caedians wary of geetically altered food. The Glabe ard Mail, Jaruery 15, 2000.
This survey indicates a growing prdolem also in the U.S. whose pogoulation hed been
kasically sugoartive in surveys dae in the early 90s; see Thoes J. Hdeen, Trards in
ansuer attitiudes about bictedrology, Joumral of Food Distributian Research 27 '.:;-:._
(199) : 1-10.
2. This is de to the process of “co-mirgling,” the mixing of genetically enhenced croos
gromn in Careda with traditianl, nom-transcenic meterial at processing plants where
they are pressed into dils ar graad into flar ar meal, a practice encaracged loth by the
bictedrology industry and orr federal govenment, but now having deletericus effects an
arr intemetiaal trade with Hroee ard Japan; Tre future of food is here. The Natiaml Rost,
May 15, 1999, p. B5. The reasm why the presence of M food is so prevalent in Canada has to
o with the wide-goread use of Bt (Bacillius thudrngiensis), a retual soil becterdium, in the
bic-erginesring of cam ard other arges. Gam is widely used in cokirng oil, ad its derivatives
aopear in most processed foods in the fam of swesterers, ard thickeners.
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3. Please dew an this, Mmsanto: Modified food hes esters fed wp. The Toranto Star,
Decenboer 26, 1999, p. A2.

4. Tows Ilequarr, Pirt far pint. Laxdon Review of Books, Octdoer 14, 1999, . 3-6.

5. David T. Damis, Wiy M foods aren’'t so scary. Firancial Rost, Octdoer 25, 1999, p. C7.
6. Sk of discotat. The Eoonamist, Feoruary 20, 1999; Mark Neal, The Frankenstein Food
saare thet killed UK. bictech. Financial Rost, Friday, May 7, 1999, p. C7.

7. ‘Cotaminated’ farm seed sold in geretic mixgp: Seed mixup Upsets eologists. The Glabe
ad Mail, Janery 4, 2000, mo. AL, 6.

8. Getically Modified Food: Food faor thought, The Econamist, Jue 19, 1999, p. 19.

9. G. Arxa et alii, Bioteavlogie Znineli et Vegetali Nove frartiere e move regoaasabilita.
Citta cel Vaticaro: Libereria Biitrice Vaticas, 199.

10. G. Axa et alii, Bioteavlogie Amimali et Vegetali, po. 24, 118.

0. V. Boowo, Brewtti e brevettabilita della bicteavlogie: alare axnsiderazioni sugli
agEtd edal e giddici. Bioteavlogie Animali et Vegetali, p. 140. See also, Harm Deckers,
Ardrew Baum, ard Maurdce Melaey, The case for recobirant production of pharmeceutical
pcteins inplats, Arual Reports in Medicinal Gamistry 34: 237-47; Clare Cockeroft, How
bictedrolagy berefits the huen race. Guardian Weekly Novenboer 4-10, 1999, p. 19.

12. Discorso di Giovami Paolo IT ai partecipenti ad wn Cawvego su Mbiate e Salute,
L’Osservatore Ramano, 24 marzo 1997 inG. Axoa et alii, Bioteavlagie, mp. 175-7.

13. Messace of His Holiness Rooe Jdm Paul IT for the Celdoration of the World Day of Peace
Jaery 1, 2000, p. 4; Jdn Pail IT, Boydlicl Ietter Centesinus Ammus (May 1, 1991), p. 28:
AAS 83(1991), p. 827-8.

14. Buily Kaiser, Mmsanto pramises rnot to dewelq seed-sterilizing ‘Temirnator’ ome:
Hrts famers, cdtics say. The Natiawl Rost, Octdoer 5, 1999. Two saliet facts dhauld ke
roted about Techrolagy Protection Systars: (1) Nae of them has core into use as yet; (2)
Most agro-damical ard seed carpanies are develqoing them in arder to protect their “plant
breeders ridtts” ard patatted intellectial property.  AstyaZareca’s versian hes been called the
“ermiretar” by its adversardes.

5. Guardian Weekly, Jansry 6-12, 2000, p. 2.

16. Famers take an Mmsanto in class action. Guardian Weekly Decarber 23-29, 1999, p. 22.
17. Monsanto agrees to merge with Pramecia & Uojdm. The Glaobe ard Mail, Decerber 20,
1999, p. B5.

18. Jdm Vidal, How Momsanto’s mind was changed: Qne men cawinced the US giant that the
terminator gere was tedrology gae med. Guardian Weekly, Qctdoer 14-20, 1999, p. 12.
19. Guardian Weekly, Octdoer 14-20, 1999, p. 12.

20. Jdm Vical, Tre seeds of wrath, Guardian Weekly July 8-14, 1999, p. 16; How Mmsanto's
mind was charged. Guardian Weekly, Qctdoer 14-20, 1999, p. 12.

21. Mideel Josgh Stogre, SJ, Social justice: A clarificatio of its mesning ard messace far
Jesuit mission. Tn: . . . ad towalk hinbly with your Gd: Social Faith ad Justice Tochy: Essays
to Pranpt aur Discermment. Ottama: Jesuit Gater far Social Faith ard Justice, 1998, mo. 10-24.
2. In the last six moths the nnber of patat gplictias for prodicts ad processes
derived fran the Neam tree in Irndian has increased fram twenty
to sixty; Gadric Rilfad, Soivit of coguistadars alive ad well,
Prairie Messanger, Novenber 10, 1999, p. 1; Seed Moxey,
Harpers July 1999, p. 31; Adrew Bollack, Geetic Resources:
By ad cell, Glaobke and Mail, Decenter 8, 1999, p. B7.

DIVISM g 40ASEIVN0D

Rev. John Perry, S.J. is a professor in
the Department of Religion at the
University of Manitoba.
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SOCIAL JUSTI

The Jesuit Centre for Catholic Studies at
St. Paul’s College, University of Manitoba
invites you to its presentation of

The Social Justice Research Award
to
The Social Planning Council of Winnipeg
for its report titled

The Manitoba 1999 Child Poverty Report Card
An Agenda for Action

An overview of the report will be

given by Wayne Helgason,
Executive Director,

Social Planning Council of Winnipeg,
and a panel discussion will follow.

Panelists:

Ingrid Zacharias, West EImwood Residents’ Association
David Angus, Winnipeg Chamber of Commerce

Rev. W. Richard Arsenault, Chancellor, Archdiocese of Winnipeg

Monday, MARCH 27,2000 - 7:00 p.m.

Jensen Theatre 100, St. Paul’s College

70 Dysart Road, U of M Campus

Free Parking in Q lot
Reception to follow in Hanley Hall For more information call 474-8582
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E RESEARCH

House of Commons Resolution

Unanimously passed resolution of the Canadian House of Commons
November 24, 1989

Y2K: WAR ON CHILD POVERTY FAR FROM OVER! W

As we approach the new millenium, we mark the tenth anniversary of the House of
Commons unanimous resolution to achieve the goal of eliminating child poverty by the

year 2000.
Yet, in every province and territory, high levels of child poverty persist. In Manitoba,
the situation calls for immediate action—to invest in children, in families and in

communities—for the health and well-being of all Manitobans.

In this year’s report card, we call for immediate improved measures to address basic
needs, and for medium and long-term measures so that the needs of all children can
be met for the foreseeable future. Basic needs include access to adequate, nutri-
tious food; appropriate clothing; quality housing and related amenities; health care; quality R
child care; education and training; recreation and leisure-time activities; and means of

transportation and communication.

Alleviating child poverty should be seen as integral to the development of the
economic, social and environmental infrastructure of Manitoba and its communities.
Accordingly, we call on governments, business, labour and community organizations
to work together in the next six months to develop an Agenda for Action, including an D
action plan, implementation strategies, time frames, and a way to evaluate their

success. Consumers and the “grassroots” must be included in the discussions and
in the development of the Agenda.

Investing in Children, in Families and in Communities, The Manitoba 1999 Child Poverty
Report Card—An Agenda for Action, 1999, p. 2

For children, poverty is . ..

B wishing you could go to McDonald’s

not getting to go to birthday parties

hearing my mom and dad fight over money

not getting a hot dog on hot dog day

being afraid to tell your mom that you need gym shoes
B pretending that you forgot your lunch

Grade 4 & 5 children, North Bay; From Our Neighbours’ Voices: Will We Listen,
Interfaith Social Assistance Reform Coalition, James Lorimer and Company Ltd., Toronto 1998
Perspective 13



REVIEW OF GEORGE M. MARSDEN
THE

OUTRAGEOUS
1DEA OF
C “ R I S T l A N Oxford: Oxford University Press 1997

ISBN: 0-19-512290-9

SCH"LAHS““’ (142 pages) $21.95

he positivist warld vision held thet cderence wes an

integral part of reality, ad therefae the meanirng of ay

agpect of reality cauld e deduced frama straightfamerd
eanretim of the facts relating to it. This vision provided the
udapimings for mxdh of the intellecoml activity of te
niretesnth cantury. Early in the twatieth canury thirkers in the
hienities and social sciences began stressing the inportance of
the perspective sdvlars roght to the meterdal they were
eamnirg; indesd, the post-modemists of the late twentieth
cantury seaned to give the individel’ s perspective pride of place
doe eerythirg else. In the matural sciaxes, apirical data
daastrated thet ae crct eanire dysical reality at
aything bsyad the grossest lewel withot the very act of
dagirg the reglity eanred (cf. Heisaberg’'s uncertainly
rnciple) . Rarallel to thet, the mebral sciaexess derlgeed an
urerstading of reality far rawoved fram wet a sinple
axtrast into hich relief by the following accoart of arestiom
accading to aarenporary pysics: “Ihe anrar state of
knowlede can e sumerized thus: In the begiming, there was
rothirg, which epladed’ (lerry Patdett, Lads ad Iadies [New
Yark: Harper pdam, 199%, p. 1.
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George Marsden points aut  thet
virtelly the aily foum in which
positiviar's reive claim to dojectivity
is still taken seriasly would seem to
ke in disassias of te wle of a
(ristian pergeective in wiversity
sdolarship. Mary stridently ogoose
ay allusion to a Grdstian pergeective
in te leture W, ldoatay o
sanirar roan, claiming that such a
perspective is “usciatific.” Een
devout ard comitted CGirdistians
are ariosly reticat
to integrate their beliefs
research. The academy
welcomes  feminist
sdolarship, gay axd
Ediian scholarship,
sdolarship esed an e
perseective of famerly
acial minodtdes, bt it
of duistian sdwolargiip

Qe of the values of
Mersden's bock is that
it povides a sxocinct
histarical explarsrion of how this
@nme doout in Arerican post-
Ssecodary education, whose values
In eighteanth-centiry ard in exrdy
niretesnth- cenbury  Avericaas  for
the previcss 500 years in BEurogee—
wmiversities and oolleges were
aramtically anfessiawl. With the
fordarion of the lad-gat univer-
sities in the mid-niretesth canwry
there grew wp the ideal of the seaudlar
wiversity, erbodying tolerance ard
dhasity,. T fat, tee isdbtdoas
embodied arnd imposed a very strayg
idolagical pergeedtive: positivist in
methodology, limal in  pdlitcs,

This fact is damxstrated by the
contimued foundation of new
wmiversities ard aolleges by groues
excluded by mainstresm Protestartism:
Jews, Catiolics, Potestats with a
foaussed theological perspective—
ot just fudanentalists, hut
Iutherans, Methodists, and Hoisco-
alias as well.

Mearmhile, over the hindred years
endirg roghly in 1950, at the prce
of dften acrimmias intes
Al date, the nomirally
ad a great nary private
in fact mther e Just in
rae. It is the ary-oer
fran this ddete vhich
explains the vehemence of
gypositim to a dwdstian
perseective in universd ties.
Marsden also motes that

Tre process of de-Grdstianisation
d the post-secodary sghere is not
sinply an histarical event, witresssd
in te pest. It cotines todsy.
Marty dinstitutions founded to
reflect CQristian valies in hider
educatian seem rnow to e Gurdstian
aly as far as thelr mission state-
ment is coxemed. Even Gatholic
allees ad wiversities, as they
prse research excellence, risk
integrating and adgoting by default
the seaular perspective of the
great non-denamiratiawl research
universities.
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10th Century Ivory Bockoover depicting
Gregory the Great in his Scriptarium

The prablem having been defined, George
Marsden examines possible solutians. He
does ot advocate a reum to “established’
religion either in society in gperal ar in
unversities, sine e beliees thet an
establided religin can leed to hypocrisy
ad irjustice. He rejects the position thet a
(ristian sdolar nust proselytize while
teachirg, as he rejects the uee of thedlagical
athority atsice the domin of theol agy.

Taking St. Agustine’s distinction between
the city of Gd ad the city of mn,
Marsden points ot thet we all must live in
both. 2s Quidstians, we strive to aroody
the idesls of the city of God in axr lives. We
also acot the recessity to live inthe city of
men; in today’s warld thet mesns thet
most CQuidstians acost plualism ad
recognize the legitimecy of pegple holding
theological positias which are ot Grds-
tian. CGmistian sdolars are ths ot a
treet to intellech®l freedm o to
freedom of thoudht.

O the otder hard, a dwdstian perspective
hes mxh to offer. In soe aress, like the
retral sciares, there is the vale of
witress: it is every hit as legitinete to sady
Pysics in ader to uderstad the beauty
ad waddrgs of God's arestim as it isto do
O In an attenpt to draw ader ot of a
meaningless chaos. The methods and

rigor of their ggpolicatimm o ot dace
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In ares like the social sciexes, a
Qristian perspective provides an anti-
dte to aidtral reElativisn. We cn
reaad ad gatify the actias of
pxrle In or on ad in oder
altures. Te pdblen is how to
evaluate them. The seaular henistic
yardstick ader then the ansat of te
mejarity. Histary hes recoded the
existaxe of societies which permitted
ad coavoed nessive injustice. Gris-
tianity does provide a value system an
which to bese distinctias between
rigt ad wayg.

Eyelly inpatat is the fat tet
CQristianity provides a perspeective ad
a startirg point fran which the sdwolar
Bermard Ioneropn expressed it, ae can
study ecaxmics in ader to leam how
society can provide for widows ard
orpans. George Marsden provides a
ninber of exanples of studies valued in
their discipline which are salidly rooted
in a Qristian perspective. He suooests
thet Cmdstian sdolarship an be
fostered by the foudation of endowed
drirs ad research institures within the
secular acadany. Here ae can almost
hear the begiming of the fud-raiser’s
aooeal.



Fram a Caedian Gtlholic Jwistian
viewpoint, Marsden’s study can be seen
as both too kreed ard too rarrow. Since
he enxarpesses all fams of Gristianity
in his discussion, Marsden does ot
liner ower the particdar dellawes
faced by Catlolics. He doourats the
retardc behird the seadlar university
ad its gplicatim to sqesze Qudstian
valies at of adgirelly religias institir-
tias. This stards as a warmnirg to those of
Us tryirg to deal with the transfametio
of Gatlolic colleges ard wniversities fram
to lay instittiass adodying a reli-
Protestants leve experiaxe, given thet
their post-secovbry instititias heve
always leen predamirently lay. There
mist be lessmspositive as well as
negative-to be drawn from this experi-
axre, bt they are ot disaussd.

U the oder had, the foous o the
Arerican experience excludes other
macels, both the Canadian model of the
federated deomiratianwl college within
a seadlar institutias, ad the model
fond in ocmtinental Eurgee of the
coedstare of axfessianl ad seadlar
wmiversities of egivalatr size ad
restice. It would leve bemn interesting
to see the extat to whiich Marsden's
aralysis ard evaluatians would goply to
thee models, and what refinements the
experiaxe uxer these models aould
brirg to his arelysis.

Tt is ths pessible for a acllesge to fird
sare details dbor which to raise
nicgling dojectiass to Marsden's tyest-
met of his sbject.

The Qutragecus Idea of Qristian
Sdlarship tums a ssarchlight
aito the unexamined assunptias
uderlyirg the seaular univer-
sity. Tt sows the histarical fares
of which these assuptias are a
prodct. It eloquently advocates
struchures of thoght ard action
more gppraoriate to a Ghristian
comitment. For this reasm, I
recamerd this bock to any
Gristisnwith an interest in post-
secaxbry eduxcation.

CouRTESYOF B. WsIakt

Reviewed by

Paul A. Fartier, Fh.D.

University Distirgrided Pofessy
Fraxh at St. Rail’s llee in the
thiversity of Manitaba
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REVIEW OF JOANNA MANNING

Is the Pope Catholic?

A Woman Confronts her Church

|s the Pope Catholic!

AWOMAMN COMFROMTS HER CHURCH

[OARES, MARMNIMNG

18 Perspective

Toronto: Malcolm Lester Books, 1999
ISBN 99-930399-6 (247 pages) $19.50

cst Gatlolics ower farty have been

awere of the painful dissgresents

ad differences within their diwch
gnee the fr&f bwariigdE Vaden T reEams,
marty of which concern its women members.
Sine the early 1990’ s Taaitaiian Joama
Manning— almost a persmification of the
thomiest of these disagrearents ard dif f&=
ences— has been praminent in the Canedian
mainstream as well as church news.
Throughout the last decade, Marming has
gained notoriety for her positions on
Catho It religios edusatian, for her freqat
@ iticiars of te Arddicoese of Taoraro ad
for her irvolvarent with the Caradian Goali-
tion of Concerned Catholics. Mamy in
Taoato’' s Gtholic comuity resll her ke-
Separate Sdool Board in 1994 as well as her
much publicized union-supported reinstate-
mat later that sae yer. Oders mlroader
education circles remenber her defiance of
dictesan “iterference” in arriculum issues
ard of her siosequent virdication throuch her
being awarded the Marim Twdl Awad o
Merit in 1995. Most who have heard of Joarra
Manning, lowever, idatify her as a radical
feminist ex-run who has taken an the Gatho
lic Chrch, including praninent mercers of
itshierachy, a isses of egelity far woren,
most particularly the ordination of women
pdests. This, her fivst noograd, is essatdally
an goologia for her autspokarmess an this
tgae. Although the bodk is written in six
crepters, dealing ostensibly with different
faminist topics and experiences, it is her
dojectim to the barring of waren fram the
ardained priesthood that is central to the
wark. Ad it is her dojection pats fawerd the
povoaive titlegeston: Is tte Pgee Ca tinlic?



Thereare meny who may disniss the title , Is e Pope Ca tinlic?, as an attatiargrabbing pop
altreripef f (Question : Are W imipeg winters cdld? Answer: Is tte Pgoe Catidlic?) bur
Manning’ s gqestim is asked in esrrest. Her thivd ard catra clhapger, "God is Male: tte
Churcid s Pasitiay” arges thatddm Pail IT es Ir dken with traditiarl Gatddlic chr isdlogis
ard, throuwh his omtirued

increasingly weighted argu-

of waren by reasm of their

lack of a retiral resablance

to Gdst, is row proclaiming

a st of inarmetic-dayirng

heresy . This acasation wil 1ke

disaussed further when exam-

inirg chaper three kelow .

htefaoaevad, xrfried, Ched Myersitraduxes the thirnking axtlined in the bodk as takirg
ttree distint apgrcactes, 1) arquing (srpisigly) faarearnto e traditias of te
chrdt’ by which ismeat a rearn to te eer iychrch 2) arquing that “aomitted laity . . .
have always prevailed oer clerical errar” ad 3) claiming thet her highly persasl rerrative
is Yauthentic &t is trosh intertwining these three lires of argumenta tilm— readitiasl,
histarical ard persael — thet Maming hes persuaded her fried that e is more Gatholic
then the Paee! Reading this wakfran a grater distaxe |, bow ever, Marming’ s “werstesiaY’ B
far fram copelling.

Trefrdchge A spiritsel jorrey’ damnstrates this interweavirg of reratve stles as the
fametio of the autthor is explared. Mamirng describes how she was roght up very happily
n the pre-Vatden IT tradition of the Ghrch. She had meny srong women exanples in her
postwer Frglish Gatdolic dhildood wo peralleled the lives of the saints, egpecially the early
Christian mertrs which de reed dften. Tterestirgly, de likas these dray f aninire rde
mockls to St. Iawrence the Deacon. Maming’ schildhood was bourd thama tally to this
pertiaidar esrly Chrch figre, de says, ad de relates an experiance in which her water-
amnserving nother placed her fivst in a scalding tub meant to bathe her etire family in
1aeEssian. Tn case the reader misses the meanirg of this incidat, she descrdbes this St. Iawrace-
like experiaxe ad uses this dramtic story as a farededoning of her persasl tamats to
come . Hr er iy yearsreall an experiare of te trinity as an exression of rchdiverdty ,a
diversity which de laels— withoar justification— “atet” in Gtolic tradition. Describing
her historical catext as a child ina fhwed chrch with ally Yatat” dversty, Maming
explains hat de wasraised ina “Catulic BErge [tet] dared a I of Hitler' s atisamitic
ideology” Havirg st the stagef ar aoif lict with an inperf et chrchevenfran her yath, 1
thisclager, the bok goes v to reveal nmore prédy persael exper iaxes ttrogh the explo-
mtim of the athar’ s anvet lifelbef ave, drirg ad after Vatican IT (1963 65) . Speskirng of
her life behird cawent walls fran 1960, she describes the values she derived from wearirng a
hebit, kesping rule-inposad silaxe ad relentless menel laborr as havirg the effect of amek-
enirg a sense of mysticiam: Yeasisrism intlelere ad row , it intte heresfter, ad i ved rot
in aticiatioy of filire py, but as if G’ s pyfill reion red alreedy kegn. ” Maming de-
sries the changes o Vatican IT as sagtow giving exterel fam ar recoquition to a joy
de exper iancad bef are its ieption. Her descr itidas of Vatden I changes  thoch, e sare-
wet incoplete ard her aralysis limited: she repeats too frequantly thet its pagoose is/mes to
go keck in time to the histar il priod of drist. In the midst of the charges ararrd her, tte
interior freedon she felt could o lager be recoxiled with the acoumilated extermal
trapires of the religias life ghe hed 1ed since 1960.
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It is at this point in the first depter thet Maming describes her resk fran a prdvate
interiarity altogether ad her decision to live as paolic ad exterdar a life as possible.
Although it is easy to becare amfused by the

ecen goddess aralagies she mekes, i.e., fromher

exr Iy “"Athena” rale to her post-Vatden T A tamis”

role, the reader des caore to believe that her

move to an adtgpdken lay spirituality was a desply

(rstian experience ot unlike those of the nys-

tic saints to wham ghe was profoudly attracted:

her firel days f her lif eas areligios de desariles as pluging her into a “ark nidt of
unknowing” add fesling “naked ad raw bef e God ) alae ad atsice the ale .

Her laterrecanting of her soouse’ sardima tim to the diacoate is anexanple of her rnew
exteriadty: utggy at the pradtice of wives’ participetion in the adiretio being cancelled,
ge thraatasd to blackade his ardiratim if e codld ot particim e . Similar Iy, se gooke
att pdblicly agginst the child-aouse scandals in Newfourdland, lodly endorsing the 1990
W inter Comission’ srepart as a sumery of what de terms systamic prdolams with a
male-dominated Qurch abuse of power,fear of sxrlity, lack of accortakility ad a
foos o selfqreservetion: It is at this point, where Maming describes her transition to a
sair ihelity of exer irdty, et ttereeder reglizes tat much of Mamming’ sreliance an e
raditim ad histar i@l v lectiay’ is interjested all y when aonvatiet, adtroxch a very
biased lens, as sugoart far her persaal experiencetased actians since this caversio.

In her clapter two disaussion of the Pgee’ s neditation an women, Milieris DigmGtan,
Marming criticizesthe autthor as pregsuptucus for even attanpting to write aoout sare-
thing which e is rot. By his “ack of atteticity /Jdmn Pal IT treats waren as dojects
mther then sojeds. Tre dif ferat butlegel” position of the doamet, declans, trats
women’ s ssf ety ad eqelity throughout the war . Her way o reasaiirg places the pooe
at lesst coplicitos in, if it almbkef o, vidl yreatedresat experiaxes of the umust
amsequarces of these dif farences” sarhasrape in Bosnia and Rwarda.

Marming fur ter anitidizes Jdm Pall’ s teeching aliot gader dif ferawess as beirg tied to
what determs pre-Vaticen IT dalisn betwesn seaular ard ol y sgeres. |, says Manning,
Jadm Pail IT desr ibes sawethirg as essatially armtrdly dif faret, it carct be essm-
tially ar retrally eqel in the way the warld uses this tem. Ad to cotine sgerating
the warldfram the Chur ch is uwakabkf or Mamming’ s Gattaliciem. The Poee’ s Wif farat
bit egel” position, ghe caxcludes, is therefare not a reality far nodem Catholic waren.
Such a peition, de sy isrow as atdated as e “dif farat but egnrl” ratiosle fa
®gregatim in the Soulern Thited States Another exarple of fhwed logic a even of
erxy is tte athyr’ scuk traatmet of City of Gxd. She sumer zes City of Gd as merédy
a fidt between good ard evil (reflecting in the process certain dmlistic tadaxies in her
own.thirking) and uses it to sugoart her aBl yais of Paee Jdm Padll I s dualiam. In meking
sch agataet, Maming overlaks the fat tatAwustine honoured diachranic time
(ar histary) as well as a riinber of pacgen virties. Rather then the gross stdy in dualiam
tat Maming descriss, Awgsstire’ s ity isavramBEy asrutad axrrespadence be-
tween what is past ad whet is presat, between what is huren and what is spiritual. The
earthly city was mot overtsken ard replaced by an entirely uwelated heavenly city:
Awgustire’ s Gty deapsodizesrather an the esrttl y city as it was trasf amed, ilhmi-
mted ad oarpleted by the City of God . This msreatmet ar redrction of Awgustire, &
with oder wrims qotad todot this tex, clexrly damnstrate ttat Maming’ s prsoel
exper iaxes e dlowal to disscrt ad overnie tradition ad histary.
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In her mest siostantial chaper, God is Male: the Ganwdd s Positiay, Manning
states that by endesizing the maleness of Quwist as keing of fundamental
Inportare to the priesthoad, the Poce departs fram the traditiawl Gatdlic
uer stadirg that traoh the incarmatio of the secod persm o the tr iy,
all of huenity is redeared. Mamirg posits that by his increasing enphasis an
the steridlogical inportane of Jesus’ maleness, tte Pge is bregdkirg from
orthodox Catlolicism. Tre author dojects strawoussly to the in persam dristi
ratiarle far the reservarion of holy aders faor men alae. In persar Qristi, de
ages, dows digrqortaate weidt to the sexsl dimasion of Jeas’ humaniy .
e ges o to state thet the sexality (eleess) of Jesus adght to ke given o
more importance than his etlmicity, hair colar, ssxuel orietatio ar
aoetion. Lirkirg a specific sex to the retire of the divire, ge dlains, is hereti @l
W at de des it address lowever, is te rimacy of sexevl idatif imtdom in
hmaress over agpinst the fact thet it is not essatial thet a hren ke of Samitic
aoygina lmvelrown eyes. It may ke argued that Maming’ s disuissal of this
amecy of ssxpl idatification in the full haenity of Jesus is aoder sat of
beresy.

Although strenuwossly argued, the ok’ s aairal argurent bresks down here
ad the rest of this work is anti-clinetic. Sdossguatly deglt with, almost as an
aknowledgarent that her clarges agairst the Paee do rot withstard cr itdal
mwading, istte “added imjustice” of e de-legitimization of firther elmteabout
women’ saditetion. Thraugh Jdm Pal IT' srecent amerdrents to chrchlaw,
Marning clains that tte Pqee les raised e resrvatiom of priefl yardira ion to
men alae to a rew level of dismorsabar teratired Jeas: “reverkefaen
the histary of the Catlolic Gurch has Jesus’ meleness rarked as nore inportant
then his humenity ” The inposition of a rew engasis an the ef ficcy of gader
vis a vis the persathoad of Jess, Maming states is inatiosl “sileciny” ad
goression of waren. She goes o to descrdbe how the effects of this ggoression
n Toagio, Inlath Amerim ad eveywlere irgpire “woren(’ g srugdle to
walk alag the mthtowad a better wadf or thareelves ad their children. ”

Afarresdirgcf Is the Paope Catinlic? A Waman Confraits her Chrdrevesls ttat
Marming has a aonsiderable camend of Catlolic systamtics adchrchhistry.
Ye, wherever these axif lict with her persosl experiaxe, teyare stbar dire ted
ar igored altogeder . W hile Maming wishes to demmstrate ttat it is pesibe
to “weld theory ad pradicee , ssholarship ad experiaxe [ tteresilt isalidily
subjective lock ther draws quite selectively fram histary ad tradition, ad anly
when those resources sugeort her predominantly persanal positions. While
udoubtedl y sincere, ad inyartg ratter beatifull y we itten, Is the Pope Ca tolic?
A Woman Confraits her Circh aotains too meny logicl £ hAws and aonfusing
mm sequiturs to rader its arguments intellectually persuasive. A certain
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atmosphere liige's after ae tes read this extiaelly clarged wak lowever, ad a
senee of nfinidhed husiness ramins doart the reservation of priestly ardination to men
alae . Is the Pgpe Catinlic? Although one synpa thizes with Marming’ sgenuire distressat
what de desribes as the Gir H sIf luence an the agairg isses of gader inegelity ,a
arefil ad farreader wadld lave to car luce tatyes thePaee is urbiotedl y Ca tidlic!
Net anly les ke the full weidtt of darch histary ard tradition behird his argurets, bt
e cosistarl yarges fraom them. It must be roted, top, tat e soesks fram the “prsael
authenticity of experience” as well: he too has stared down merny unspeskable injustices
thragoat his o life.

But this bodk carrot be closed withaut recognition thet there
is also a distinct Gathalic QIL'C' ltLHl'll'_y' ity in the fire ,mﬂ' 1ad
intensity that Joarma Mamirg brings to her wark. Atterding
this is a senee that ghe will aatine to stnupgle, towrite, to
grow .The reader carmot help but hope that—in time—she

Note: Thearks are de to Jdm Pery, SJ, Barkera Unger ad Bill Wsiski for their

CourTESYOF B. WsIakr

Reviewed by

Jane Duf fy, M.L.S .

Librarian in the Fr. Harold Drake
Libraryat&. Paul’ s bllege,attie
Uhhversity of Manitoba

22 Perspective



As we send this fourth issue of Perspective

to the press, we want to invite your comments

and suggestions. We welcome your letters, e-mail, and voice mail!

Our next issue (November, 2000) will contain an article on social

justice by Dr. Donald Fuchs, as well as book reviews by Dr. Christine

Butterill (Where’s the Learning in Service-Learning? by Janet
Eyler and Dwight E. Giles), and by Dr. Philip Clark (The Seville

Communion by Arturo Perez-Reverte).

Perspective is published semi-annually
by the Jesuit Centre for Catholic
Studies at St. Paul’s College, University
of Manitoba, 70 Dysart Road, Winnipeg,
MB.R3T2M6

Phone: (204)474-9165

Fax: (204)474-7613

e-mail: gladys_broesky @umanitoba.ca

The Jesuit Centre for Catholic Studies
at St. Paul’s College is a small teaching,
research, and service facility benefiting
the University of Manitoba academic
community and the wider Manitoba
Catholic Church community. In addition
the Centre has part-time associate staff
members involved with one or more of
the Centre’s projects.

The Jesuit Centre offers faculty, staff,

students, alumni, and friends
opportunities to explore Catholic and

Ignatian thought.

The views expressed in Perspective do
not necessarily represent the views of

the Jesuit Centre.
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