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Against Russia's Invasion of Ukraine:

A Statement by the Department of German and Slavic Studies and the Program in
Central and East European Studies at the University of Manitoba (March 3, 2022)

The Department of German and Slavic Studies and the Program in Central and Eastern European
Studies at the University of Manitoba strongly condemn the Russian Federation’s military
aggression against Ukraine. Since 24 February 2022, 5:00 a.m. Kyiv time, Russia’s massive attack
on Ukraine has started the worst security and humanitarian crisis in Europe since World War
Two. This assault causes suffering, devastation, and damage to the people and cultural heritage
of Ukraine. All the programs of our department (Ukrainian, Russian, Polish, German, and
Hungarian) and the multi-disciplinary Program in Central and East European Studies stand
united with Ukraine and its people in these perilous times. As scholars and educators, we reject
President Putin’s justifications of this war and its misrepresentation as a “special military
operation.” We declare our support for all those in Ukraine and beyond who are suffering
because of this invasion. We stand together with the people of Ukraine, our students, partners,
and colleagues from all ethnic backgrounds who are in Ukraine, Russia, and Belarus, and around
the world who oppose this war. The Department of German and Slavic Studies expresses
solidarity with our partner institutions in Ukraine: Kyiv-Mohyla Academy, Borys Grinchenko Kyiv
University, and the Lviv Polytechnic National University. If you feel the direct impact of the war
(especially international students from Ukraine, Russia, and Belarus, who are enrolled in the
courses taught by our Department) and need assistance, please let us know

at: german_slavic@umanitoba.ca

umanitoba.ca/german_and_slavic
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