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Summary: This study analyzes the fishing areas or spots used by artisanal fishers of the Atlantic Forest coast.  Fishers include 
inhabitants of islands of the SE Atlantic Forest in Brazil.  Data on fish landings were collected for different islands, 
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in 1986 and 1989-1990, for species caught, technology used and fishing time.  Fishing spots were marked or 
checked using GPS in 1997-1999.  Fishing is performed in paddles, motorized canoes or in small boats with set 
gillnets or hook and line.  Marine animals caught vary from place to place and include fish, shrimp, squid and 
crab.  Spots used are very stable in time, since they did not change for about 10 years.  Among other factors, 
technology limits the range of access of the fishers to the spots.  An informal division of fishing areas or spots is 
observed , based on the locality of the residence of the fishers.  The mapping and observed division of fishing 
spots may be used in local management, helping to control the intrusion of industrial fishers in artisanal areas.  
Local rules and discrimination of spot users may be helpful for artisanal fishers, especially in areas where conflicts 
with trawlers occur.  The observed long-term stability of the use of fishing spots by artisanal fishers and conflicts 
with other users indicate the urgency of considering local rules for conservation purposes in Atlantic Forest 
coastal areas. 

 

 


