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Summary:

This study evaluated the role of rural communities in the conservation of natural resources in South Africa.
South Africa has sufficient legal instruments that promote interactive participation of rural people in the
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management of natural resources. These national laws operate within the policy frameworks provided by the
multilateral environmental conventions and protocols to which South Africa is signatory. However, these legal
commitments to participatory management of natural resources are not matched by the practice on the ground
by South African conservationists. Grassroots conservation officials who are responsible for administering
participatory processes primarily focus their attention on the establishment of participatory natural resources
management forums. However, these forums typically die out, as they fail to meet local people's expectations.
Lack of capacity, experience and innovation underlie the absence of institutional culture for effective integration
of rural people's needs into the management of protected natural resources. Strategic recommendations are
provided to overcome these inadequacies identified in the implementation of participatory management of
natural resources in South Africa.




