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Region: Latin America and the Caribbean 

Country: Mexico 

Ecosystem Type: Agroforestry 

Social Characteristics: Rural agrarian community 

Scale of Study: Household 

Resource Type:                                 Agroforestry, agriculture, biodiversity conservation, land use 

Type of Initiative: Research driven project 

http://umanitoba.ca/institutes/natural_resources/nri_cbrm.html


Community Based Work: Resource management 
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Summary: In many parts of Latin America coffee is produced in forest garden systems, which fulfill a variety of 
household needs, enhance food security, and conserve biodiversity. We investigate drivers in the 
emergence, persistence, and decline of coffee forest gardens, using a case study in southern Mexico and 
combining historical, socioeconomic, and institutional analysis. Social, cultural, and political benefits 
linked to forest gardens are important drivers of change. The analysis supports the hypothesis that forest 
gardens emerge in places where they complement broader land use systems, land tenure is relatively 
secure, and the local economy is a combination of cash- and subsistence-based activities. The article 
further illustrates how the international coffee agreement and social-welfare programs supported the 
emergence of forest gardens. Low coffee prices, changes in land tenure, and reduced availability of labor 
could result in the eventual abandonment of coffee forest gardens. 

 

 


