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Summary: With all the benefits and information that modern communications have to offer the end buyers of tropical 
marine ornamental organisms, it is disappointing to see just how little factual information is available to them 
concerning the sources of the organisms they buy, and the circumstances by which they are caught. This article 
seeks to provide a view of the aquarium trade from the perspective of one of the supply countries, Indonesia, and 
to identify the actions needed to bring about reform. One of the greatest stumbling blocks facing those who are 
trying to reform the trade is the acute lack of data from scientific surveys to support their arguments for change. 
A visit to collectors in this part of the world will illuminate far more than the written word can describe. For those 
not able to visit, constructive dialogue with those working in the supply countries will also help to enlighten them, 
and hopefully provide some solutions to the many problems experienced by the suppliers. 

 


