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Summary: This study was based on interviews with 388 randomly selected households living near four protected areas in 
northern and south-eastern Bangladesh: Chunati Wildlife Sanctuary, Teknaf Game Reserve and two forest reserves. 
The respondents were generally poor and their perception of conservation varied across the study areas. 
Respondents were generally reluctant to embrace conservation and their attitude towards the conservation of 
protected areas depended on a set of demographic and socio-economic factors. People in northern Bangladesh had 
somewhat more positive attitudes towards conservation than those in the south-east. The two most important 
variables explaining respondents’ attitudes towards conservation were the distance they lived from protected areas 
and their monthly income. People who are poor and who live closer to the protected areas disliked the conservation 
measures most. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


