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Summary: Drawing on the example of community forestry in British Columbia, Canada, this paper conceptualises 
and empirically assesses key contributors to successful community economic development, with a 
special emphasis on the role of local community support and inclusive participation. Relevant 
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scholarship highlights the importance of these factors for achieving success with any community 
economic development (CED) initiative. While the initial experiences of 10 community forest initiatives 
under British Columbia’s Community Forest Pilot Project offers evidence to corroborate this view, it is 
also evident that expertise and leadership, even of the exclusive variety, can substitute for community 
support and participation, if the goal of CED is to create a profitable community enterprise capable of 
delivering jobs and revenues to community members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


