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Summary: This paper attempts to evaluate the various ways community forestry can help to ensure sustainable 
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forest management and development in Nigeria. It stresses that local communities have a mutual 
relationship with forests and could be partners in forest development efforts if the needs, desires, 
aspirations and perceptions of the various participants are accommodated in the planning and decision-
making process. It is posited here that no strategy to conserve or manage the forest ecosystem on a 
sustained basis would be successful unless the needs of the least advantaged and most vulnerable 
sections of the society are considered. This paper emphasizes that with community forestry, the local 
inhabitants could be made to know that continuous expansion of human enterprises is out of balance 
with the shrinking forest resources and the diminished environmental services of forests is an 
immediate global problem. The challenges of communal forestry in ensuring sustainable forest 
management as highlighted in the paper include lack of expertise, funding, conflicts, and un-
preparedness of forestry commission and staff to change. Others include lack of commitment to goals of 
partnership by stakeholders, inadequate support from community leadership as well as the present 
globalisation of the world economy; liberalisation and privatisation of national economies negatively 
impact on natural resources. The paper however, concludes among other things that the way forward 
include security of long term rights of local communities, adequate funding, effective conflict 
management, research and capacity building in community forestry as well as the establishment of 
community forestry development project unit at both Federal, State and Local Government levels that 
will mobilise and create awareness in the communities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


