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Summary: Sustainable development calls for wise management of natural, built, and socio- cultural 
resources in destination areas. Resources created mainly for tourism are used in time by the local 
population as well. Many others are shared in common with local people in everyday life. More 
often than not, resources are overused and degraded, as is the unfortunate fate of most ‘common 
pool resources’. When this happens, sustainable development is severely threatened:  economic 
wellbeing declines, environmental conditions worsen, social injustice grows, and tourist 
satisfaction drops. This paper analyzes the central role that common pool resources play in 
sustainable tourism development, outlines policy design principles for their management, and 
offers future research directions. 

 

 

 

 

 


