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Summary: This study analyzed the livelihoods of households located in and around forests in Ethiopia, and 
investigated the impacts of two major forest policies of the country, delegation and devolution. 
The results showed that forest-related livelihoods are an important mechanism to cope with 
drought and concomitant food shortages. The forest is also an important source of income, 
especially for the relatively resource-poor community and for the poor and very poor households 
in the community. The delegation policy has frustrated this role of the forest in local people’s 
livelihoods while devolution yielded mixed results, with some forest-related benefits declining 
while others showed increase. 

 

 

 

 

 


