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Examples of MLA Style
of Documentation

This guide provides examples of documenting material according to the MLA style manual. The MLA style of documentation is used for

disciplines in the humanities.

For additional information, consult the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. There are copies of this

manual in the Elizabeth Dafoe Library on the Quick Reference Shelf, call number: LB 2369 G53 2009.

Books

One author

Foner, Eric. Who Owns History? Rethinking the Past in a Changing World. New York: Hill and Wang,
2002. Print.

Two to three

Beck, C. A. J. and B. D. Sales. Family Mediation: Facts, Myths, and Future Prospects. Washington, DC:
American Psychological Association, 2001. Print.

authors
Breakstone, Steve, Michael Dreiblatt, and Karen Dreiblatt. How to Stop Bullying and Social
Aggression: Elementary Grade Lessons and Activities that Teach Empathy, Friendship, and
Respect. Thousand Oaks: Corwin Press, 2009. Print.
Four & more For titles with more than three authors, provide either the first author’s name only, followed by et al. (and
authors others): Breakstone, Steve, et al. — or all names in full in the order in which they appear on the title page.
Edited Ottaway, Susannah R., L. A. Botelho, and Katharine Kittredge, eds. Power and Poverty: Old Age in

the Pre-Industrial Age. London: Greenwood Press, 2002. Print.

Organizations as
authors

University of Manitoba. Urgent Renovation and Equipment Requirements. Winnipeg: University of
Manitoba Press, 1997. Print.

No author given

The Social Agenda 2005-2010: a Social Europe in the Global Economy: Jobs and Opportunities for All.
Luxembourg: Office for Official Publications of the European Communities, 2005. Print.

Chapter, essay,
story from a
collection

Kugler, Anne. “Women and Aging in Transatlantic Perspective.” Power and Poverty: Old Age in the
Pre-Industrial Age. Ed. Susannah R. Ottaway, L. A. Botelho, and Katharine Kittredge. London:
Greenwood Press, 2002. 67-85. Print.

Article in a
reference book

Marsh, James. “Canadian Amateur Hockey Association.” The Canadian Encyclopedia. 2nd ed. 1988.
Print.

Online / electronic

Shakespeare, William. Othello, the Moor of Venice. Ed. Michael Neill. Oxford: Clarendon Press,

2006. Google Books. Web. 15 Aug. 2009.

"heuristic." Merriam-Webster’s Online Dictionary. Merriam-Webster Online, 2010. Web. 22 Feb.
2010.

Journal articles

From a print journal
with continuous
pagination

Note: Issue number not included

Cook, Jerry L., and Randall M. Jones. “Congruency of Identity Style in Married Couples.” Journal of
Family Issues 23 (2002): 912-926. Print.

From a print journal
that pages each
issue separately

Note: Issue number included

Pomedli, Michael M. “Owls: Images and Voices in the Ojibwa and Midewiwin Worlds.” American
Indian Culture and Research Journal 26.2 (2002): 45-62. Print.

From an online
journal

Catlin, Susan. “One Good Book Away from Becoming a Reader: First Nations Literature in a Northern

Classroom.” Language & Literacy 10.1 (2008): 18 pp. Web. 3 Feb. 2009.@




MLA - 2

From a database

Weese, Katherine L. “The "Invisible" Woman: Narrative Strategies in The Stone Diaries.” JNT: Journal
of Narrative Theory 36.1 (Winter 2006): 90-120. Project Muse. Web. 3 Feb. 2009.

Magazine articles

| Database & date of access |

From a print
magazine

Beltrame, Julian. “Twisting Over Kyoto: The Greenhouse Gas Accord has Meant Big Headaches for
Paul Martin.” Maclean’s 2 Dec. 2002: 28-29. Print.

From an online

magazine

Romano, Andrew. “How Obama Ruined the Stimulus.” Newsweek. Newsweek. 17 Feb. 2010. Web.
19 February 2010.

Newspaper articles

From a print
newspaper

McKie, Paul. “Group Seeks to Revamp Deer Lodge Structure.” Winnipeg Free Press 9 Dec. 2002: A5.
Print.

From an online

“The Scientists Speak.” Editorial. New York Times. New }ork Times, 20 Nov. 2007. Web. 15 May

personal home page

newspaper 2008. . -
Publisher/sponsor Date of publication Date of access
of the site
Web site
Government An Overview of Traditional Knowledge and Medicine and Public Health in Canada. NAHO January
organization, 2008. National Aboriginal Health Organization. Web. 10 Feb. 2009.
a course or

Friesen, Jean. Aboriginal History. Course home page. Fall/Winter 2008/2009. Dept. of History,
Faculty of Arts, U of Manitoba. Web. 4 Feb. 2009.

Portrait Gallery of Canada. Library and Archives Canada. 4 Feb. 2009. Web. 6 Feb. 2009.
“Utah Mine Rescue Funeral.” CNN.com. Cable News Ntwork, 21 Aug. 2007. Web. 21 Aug. 2007.
“Winnipeg, Manitoba.” Map. Google Maps. Google, 14 Sept. 2009. Web. 14 Sept. 2009.

Other

Film.

It’s a Wonderful Life. Dir. Frank Capra. Perf. James Stewart, Donna Reed, Lionel Barrymore, and Thomas Mitchell. RKO, 1946.

Roberts, Marylyn. “Vacation Plans.” Message to Karen J. Perill. 22 Jan. 2010. E-mail.
The Mamas and the Papas. Gold. Comp. Andy McKaie. Geffen, 2005. CD.

Wiesel, Elie. Interview by Ted Koppel. Nightline. ABC. WABC, New York. 18 Apr. 2002. Television.

Citation in text Type of citation

Parenthetical format

Notice how the following two examples use author’s name and page number
in two different ways.

One author

Two —three authors

1. Author’s name in text: In his examination of how the historian
interacts with the history, Foner states that “our calling requires us to

analyze past events” (3). Four or more authors

2. Author’s name in reference: The recent examination of how the Corporate Author
historian interacts with the history states that “our calling requires us

to analyze past events” (Foner 3).

No author

No page #
If the bibliography lists a second work by the same author, the parenthetical
reference above would include more information. Generally, a shortened
form of the title is sufficient: (Foner, The Story 3).

Electronic Book

(Foner 3)
(Herbst-Damm and Kulik 8)

(Breakstone, Dreiblatt, and
Dreiblatt 8)

(Black et al. 20-21)
(University of Manitoba 22)
(The Social Agenda 30)

(Library and Archives
Canada n.pag.)

(Shakespeare 2009)

February 2010
em




