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# About  journals 
 
Journals, magazines, newspapers, and serials are terms you will become accustomed to once 
you begin your library research. All of these publications are called periodicals because they are 
issued on a regular or "periodic" basis: daily, once a week or 4 to 12 times a year. 
 
Periodicals are usually separated into two major groups: 
 

Popular journals Scholarly/refereed journals 
 
• Usually published once per week or 

once per month and include 
magazines.  

• Geared toward the general public.  
• Articles are generally shorter.  
• Cover a wide range of topics.  
• Broadly summarize research and 

current issues.  
• Contain many advertisements and 

photographs. 
 

 
• Usually published on a monthly, bi-

monthly or quarterly basis, although 
several scholarly periodicals in the 
sciences are published weekly.  

• Evaluated by and geared toward 
scholars, researchers or professionals. 

• Contain articles with an in-depth 
analysis explaining the research 
methodology and research findings 
and have bibliographies.  

• Usually sponsored by an academic or 
professional organization.  

• Contain few photographs or 
advertisements.  

 
Examples of popular journals: 
 
 
Macleans, National Geographic, 
Newsweek, Psychology Today,  
Time. 

 
Examples of scholarly/refereed 
journals: 
 
Canadian Journal of Anthropology, 
Clinical Psychology and Psychotherapy, 
Education and Urban Society. 

 
 
 
 

# How to find a journal in the Libraries 
 
Step 1: Go to Libraries online catalogue - BISON 
 
To find out if the University of Manitoba Libraries subscribes to a journal, go to the UML Home 
Page at: http://www.umanitoba.ca/libraries. Click on Library Catalogue on the left-hand menu or 
access BISON directly at: http://bison.umanitoba.ca and select institution (U of M). 
 



Step 2: Enter your search terms 
 

 
 
 

Select Periodical Title (Contains these words)  
if you know some of the words in the title of the journal. 
Type the words in the search window and click on the 
Search button. For example, try searching "journal 
psychology." Do not use word “journal” unless it is part 
of the title. 

Select Periodical Title (Starts with these 
words) if you know the exact title of the journal. 
Type the title in the search window and click on 
the Search button. If the title begins, for 
example, with The quarterly journal of…, omit 
the initial “the.” 

 
 
Step 3: Select items:  
 
The example search produced 6 titles. Find your journal and click on one of the links: 
 

 

1. Select 
Periodical Title 
search option 
from the drop-
down menu. 
 

2. Enter your 
search words in 
the search 
window, and 
click on the 
Search button. 

 
Full description 
shows  the whole 
journal record; 
 
Electronic 
Holdings shows 
what is available 
online;  
 
Print Holdings 
shows what is 
available in print 
format in the UML. 
 



Step 4: Find the call number and location 
 
 

 
 
In this example the current issues of the Canadian Journal of School Psychology are located in 
the Current Periodicals section of the Elizabeth Dafoe Library where the journals are shelved in 
alphabetical order by title. 
 
Earlier issues and volumes of the Canadian Journal of School Psychology are located in the 
Bound Periodicals section on the third floor of the Elizabeth Dafoe Library where the journals 
are shelved by call number. The call number for this journal is: 370 C16 Jo. 
 
If a volume of a journal has been signed out by another patron, the record displays Checked out 
instead of Third Floor under the call number of the volume. You may place a request in BISON 
on checked out volume. To request an item click on Request an issue/volume of this title 
located on the top right side of the full record display.  

NOTE: In some libraries, e.g. Neil John Maclean Health Sciences Library, journals are shelved in 
alphabetical order by title; hence no call number appears in the holdings.  

This section of the 
record shows the 
full description of 
the journal. It also 
gives the link to the 
online access of the 
journal. 
 
 
This section shows 
the summary 
holdings and the 
current issues of the 
journal.  
 
 
 
Earlier issues and 
volumes of the 
journal are listed 
here. The location 
and call number of 
the journal appear 
next to the word 
Holdings. Scroll 
down to see 
complete holdings. 
 



Step 5: Can't find your journal on the shelf? 

 
If the journal you require is not on the shelf and BISON indicates that it is available: 
 

• Someone in the library may be reading the journal.  
• The journal may be in the sorting areas, near the photocopiers or on a shelving cart. Be 

sure to check these areas before placing a request for the journal.  
• The journal may be held at another University of Manitoba library. Check BISON 

catalogue to determine if your title is available at another University of Manitoba library. 
• Place a request for the journal.  
 

Step 6: Looking for an e-journal? 
 
You can look for an e-journal in three ways: 
 

1. Search Citation Linker: Select Citation Linker from the E-Library menu or go to:  
http://sfx2.exlibrisgroup.com:9003/umanitoba/cgi/core/citation-linker.cgi. 
 
In the Journal tab of the Citation Linker type in the exact title of the journal or its standard 
abbreviation; or in the Article tab type in the title of the article, title of the journal, date, 
volume, issue, page numbers, and the name of the author. Click on the                                     
button.  
 

2. Search BISON (http://bison.umanitoba.ca), as indicated above. 
 
 

3. Search the e-journals list:   
 

Alphabetically by title: http://umanitoba.ca/libraries/elibrary/ejournals/alpha.shtml  
By subject: http://umanitoba.ca/libraries/elibrary/ejournals/subject.shtml 

 
Step 7: What to do if the Libraries does not have it 
 
If the journal you want is not available at any University of Manitoba library, you can request 
articles from another library via the University of Manitoba Libraries Document Delivery service. If 
you have a valid University of Manitoba Libraries' ID card you can place a request using the 
Patron Request Form: https://umanitoba.ca/libraries/units/docdel/borrower.ssl.php.  
 
Before placing a request please read the Document Delivery information page: 
http://umanitoba.ca/libraries/units/docdel/borrower_info.html. For more information contact 
Document Delivery staff: http://umanitoba.ca/libraries/units/docdel/contact.html. 
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