The Moon
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Guiding Principles of the Unit

· Provide two-way learning experiences by integrating Inuit knowledge, ways of knowing, beliefs and values and contemporary scientific knowledge, processes and attitudes.
· Draw upon traditional and contemporary northern cultural examples as contexts for student learning.
· Include the local community and its people in students’ learning opportunities as the classroom is an extension of the school and local community
· Foster language development in their local language and, where required or encouraged, English.
· Use locally recognized pedagogical practices to promote student learning.
· Use science experiences as a rich context for promoting literacy and numeracy skill development.
· Use diagnostic and formative assessment to inform planning and teaching and monitor student learning.
· Engage students by starting lessons by providing first-hand experiences for students or drawing upon common experience.
· When using story to engage students, use the interrupted-story-line as a vehicle to prompt first-hand investigations.
· Deliberately promote scientific attitudes of mind (curiosity, problem-solving, working to end) student through thoughtful independent consideration of questions and challenges posed.
· Move from the experiential, first-hand experiences to the psychological; that is, after providing concrete experiences assist students in making sense of experiences by using purposeful strategies to promote understanding such as role plays, illustrations and analogies.
· Assist students in their consolidation of ideas only as an extension of the initial experiential and psychological learning experiences.
· Within the lesson and throughout the unit, move from concrete to more abstract ideas.
· Provide opportunities for student-initiated and directed investigations.
· Provide opportunity for students to make connections among science and all other learning areas.
· Foster student independence, creativity and curiosity by providing opportunity for students’ ideas and questions and follow-up opportunities for problem-solving and investigation.
· Provide students the opportunity to make connections between what they are learning and career opportunities.
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Cross-Curricular Applications

This unit is developed with an emphasis on developing oral and written language skills within the context of Earth’s only and closest and year-round natural satellite, the moon. The activities that are recommended encourage student expression of their experience in written, visual and oral form.

The unit has strong connections to appreciating Inuit mythology pertaining to the moon and its importance in influencing northern life, both in practical matters such as our only natural source of light in the dark season and tidal influence. Students are encouraged to consider how the moon has always played an important role in the everyday life of Inuit. As well, because it is so prominent, observable and influences our environment predictably we are in a position to understand it as a science phenomenon looking for understanding about its movement through the repeating patterns we observe and experience. 

Students are encouraged to explore the moon within their immediate context, especially with the assistance of persons within the community who have experience and expertise in the suggested activities, both in traditional and contemporary knowledge. It is anticipated students will understand how we have come to take for granted one of the most noticeable and influential occurrences in northern life, the lunar cycle. Students will learn about the changing pattern of the moon’s appearance and how the lunar cycle and its appearance have predictable correspondence with the tidal rhythms we experience including the behavior of ice as observed in changes in pressure ridges and ice-floes. 

There are obvious connections to social studies, art and mathematics. Teachers are encouraged to make reference to local mythology and the everyday and seasonal importance of the moon. The activities suggested are starting points. Broaden the focus by adding stories and activities of your own or from the experiential base of your community.

Conceptual Ideas and Progression

The recommended sequence for supporting student conceptual development of the moon as a source of light and the most significant influence on our tides is suggested below. For the most part, the activities and the conceptual and skill development embedded within the activities are sequential. Lower elementary experiences and ideas primarily focus on observing, experiencing and communicating these experiences. Upper elementary experiences focus on understanding and investigating these experiences and appreciating applications of this understanding to their students’ everyday world.  It is suggested teachers address the following key ideas:

Lower Elementary (Grades 1-3):

· There are very important stories about the moon in northern culture.

· The appearance of the moon is not always the same. We are more familiar with some appearances than others.

· The moon does create its own light.

· There is a pattern in the changing appearance of the Moon. This repeating pattern occurs every 28 days 

· The different appearances of the moon have names and these names are important to northern peoples.

· We see the moon when light from the sun reflects off the moon. The changing appearance of the moon can be explained 

· The stories we hear about the moon are important as they teach us about how we should regard one another.

Upper Elementary (Grades 4-6)

· The Changing Appearance of the Moon can be Modelled. The   changes in the Moon’s appearance relate to the amount of its illuminated surface we see. This is determined by the relative positions of the Earth, Moon and Sun.

· The changes in the Moon’s appearance relate to the amount of its illuminated surface we see. This is determined by the relative positions of the Earth, Moon and Sun.

· Although the Moon is seen most clearly at dark, the moon can be visible throughout the day.

· The change of sea level on the beach is called the tide.

· The tide goes in and goes in and out twice every 24 hours.

· The moon has its own gravitational pull.

· The tidal movement of water is linked to the moon’s gravitational pull on the earth.

· The tidal movement influences pressure ridges and the ice-floe and this influence is predictable.

· Understanding the relationship between the observable lunar cycle and tidal activity is important to northern peoples.

· The moon is a natural satellite, we also have natural satellites and these have a variety of purposes.
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Skills Development

This unit emphasizes that the learning of science ideas is inextricably linked to the development of the processes of science. As asserted by the Northwest Territories Elementary Science Primary Program Guide, the legislated curriculum for Nunavut schools, science experiences should provide opportunity for the development of conceptual understanding within the context of relevant investigative experiences. Although individual scientific process skills may be emphasized in specific activities, they are to be supported more holistically in teacher-facilitated or student-directed inquiry. 

The skills to be developed are expected to be appropriate to the level of the learner. These skills and a typical developmental sequence are outlined in detail in the NWT Primary Program Guide. Attention is given to providing students with first-hand experiences that promote skills such as:

Observing



Communicating

Classifying



Measuring

Predicting



Planning Investigations

Inferring



Interpreting Information

Recording



Formulating Investigative Questions

These skills involve coordination between cognitive and muscular skills, often referred to as psychomotor skills. Handling and manipulating equipment require not just the physical ability to perform a task but also the intellect to know how to measure or observe accurately. It is anticipated that by the end of upper elementary a student might be able to, with assistance, conduct a scientific investigation. This unit provides opportunities for students to work physically and cognitively towards this end.

Attitudes and Beliefs Development

An explicit goal in the development of this resource and the other resources being developed in this Qikiqtani and Beaufort-Delta project and the accompanying professional development provided for teachers is to use these as a vehicle to contribute to student ‘success’ in science. Although success in science is often attributed to measurable outcomes such as knowledge acquisition and development, the intent of this development project is much more encompassing. It extends this notion of success to investigate the influence of ‘two-way’ learning experiences on students’ perceptions of success in their personal attitudes and beliefs.

What does success in science mean to Inuit students? It is anticipated that students will experience success in a variety of ways, beyond the border of knowledge into the domain of attitudes and beliefs. Attitudes are regarded as states of mind, behavior or conduct regarding some matter, as indicating opinion or purpose. The program of study suggested in the activities that follow will foster student curiosity and creativity, and openness to new ideas of thinking. As well students will develop confidence in their perceptions of self as students of science. Similarly they will develop confidence as evidenced in risk-taking and their effort to conduct science investigations. Their participation in the processes of science will foster their perseverance, precision and objectivity in solving scientific problems. As members of a team they will develop in their respect for and ability to work co-operatively towards purposeful goals with their peers.

Above all, it is anticipated that students will develop a more positive sense of themselves in contemporary society as they learn about the inextricable link between science and the world in which they live. It is anticipated that students will see science as part of their life trajectory both in future formal and informal settings as a result of science study that advocates ‘two-way’ learning.
Curriculum Applications

In this context, the conceptual knowledge base and essential skills identified by these curricula are paired with Inuit cultural values, beliefs, and heritage to become the cornerstone of the learning provided in this unit. Both the Pan-Canadian and NWT curriculum address the concept of the Moon at Grade 2 and 6.Consequently, this unit addresses both lower and upper elementary learning objectives. It is suggested that teachers of Grade 6 use many of the Grade 2 (Lower Elementary) introductory activities as starting points for the Grade 6 learning objectives. The specific learning outcomes for the NWT Curriculum and Pan-Canadian Curriculum are not detailed here.

The General Learning Outcomes for both these levels include: Students will learn through investigations how the moon’s appearance changes and how these changes can be explained and relate to changes within our environment.

Lower Elementary:

· Identify the moon as an object in our sky, 

· Understand how important it is to northern peoples,

· Understand how it changes.

Upper Elementary:

· Demonstrate an understanding of the lunar cycle and why it occurs

· Demonstrate an awareness of the effect of the lunar cycle and tidal cycles.
· Demonstrate an awareness of new developments in lunar exploration.
Things to Consider in Preparing to Teach the Unit:

In order for you to foster the development of the conceptual knowledge base and essential skills paired with local cultural values, beliefs, and heritage in this unit give consideration to the following:

Your students’ capabilities and interests:

· What will be the language of instruction? If the language of instruction is English, how can you include and affirm local language in your instruction?
· Will students be keeping a written learning log? Again, will it include and affirm local language?
· What contexts suggested are likely to be of most interest and relevance to your students?
· Should the investigations suggested be teacher- or student-directed?
Your capabilities and interests:

· Consider the conceptual knowledge base, essential skills and Inuit cultural values, beliefs, and heritage affirmed by this unit. Where will you find the teaching challenging?

· What personal experiences, knowledge and skills can you bring to this unit? The unit provides opportunity for your strengths to be incorporated into the unit

The capabilities and interests of your teaching context:

This resource has been developed with consideration for northern Qikiqtani and Beaufort-Delta regions and its students. How can you work collaboratively with the school community to see the intentions of the unit a reality? Who are the individuals that can assist in ensuring local cultural knowledge is incorporated into this unit.

About the Activities

Select a Starting Point:

Although a sequence of instruction has been provided for this unit of study your starting point will be a reflection of your students’ backgrounds and interests. Upper elementary teachers are encouraged to start with the lower elementary activities.

Select Knowledge, Beliefs & Values to Develop:

Again consider the interests of your students especially in terms of their Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit background. 

Select Appropriate Skills to Develop:

Consider the investigative abilities of your students. What investigative skills are most appropriate for your students? The investigations suggested could either be teacher-facilitated or student-directed depending on the capabilities of your students. What is most appropriate?

Develop an Instructional Sequence:

Use the information provided in previous sections of this resource to assist in developing a coherent instructional sequence. The list of activities is only a suggestion of what might be addressed. Focus on the General Learning Outcome: Students will learn through investigations how the moon’s appearance changes and why these changes occur and how these changes correspond to changes in the tides. As well students will develop an appreciation of the prominent place the moon has in Inuit story and the implications of these stories in fostering positive social behaviors and attitudes.

Activities

Lower Elementary: Grades K-3

There are very Important Stories about the Moon in Northern culture

What you need:

Story that follows on the origin of the moon – if the students are developing reading independence have copies of the story photocopied for each. You may wish to remove the illustration at is shows the moon which students are to draw their own perception of.

Drawing paper and coloring materials

What to do:
· Begin by reading students the story that follows stopping on occasion to ask questions or provide the opportunity for students to ask questions. It is likely that students have heard this story before or at least an adaptation of the story. In some settings the story is quite graphic and mention is made of the sexual abuse of the girl by the brother, or in some cases it is said to be the father. As well, the girl is believed to have cut off her breast in her anger and mixed it with blood and urine and given it to her brother.

· The story is one that is often illustrated. Provide students with the opportunity to draw a picture of what they visualize as a result of the reading of the story.

· Encourage students to think of the story and visualize what they here and draw what they see in their mind. Encourage students to work quietly and as they make progress to begin to share what they have drawn with their peers. Ensure that students focus on including the moon and sun in their picture and how they need to illustrate how moon is different from the sun.

· As students complete their pictures ask students to stand in front of the class and explain their pictures.

· As each one presents their story to the class begin to compare and contrast their moon illustrations. Possibly try to redraw on the board each student’s moon representation and compare and contrast the illustrations.

· As the stories come to an end ask students if they have all drawn the moon the same way. Get students to note that there illustrations differ and that some students may have drawn circular or full moons and some have drawn partial or half- or crescent moons. Also note that they may differ in size, color and location.

· Ask students if all of the illustrations are, indeed, accurate pictures of the moon. Does the moon actually look like this?

· Ask students to explain why their pictures are not the same? That is, why can the moon look differently? At this stage you would expect students to give very naïve views of why the moon may appear different.

· Assist students in realizing that the moon does have many different appearances and that in thus unit well will be learning about the moon and why it has different appearances.

· Ask students if they have any questions that relate to the moon. Make note of their questions and that these questions will be answered during the unit.

· Place their storied illustrations on the wall accompanied by your own abbreviated story of the origin of the moon.

· A further illustration provided whereby students might write their account of the story.

What to look for:
Do students draw the moon the same way?

If not, how do their illustrations differ?

Can they explain why they have drawn it the way they do?

Are everyone’s pictures correct? Do they agree that all the pictures do, in fact, provide accurate illustrations of the moon?

The Origin of the Moon

The Origin of the Moon: An adaptation of a story told by various people across the arctic, Inuvialuit, Inuit and First Nations. Based upon the narrative provided by Paniaq 1990: IE 142 and adapted by John MacDonald in The Arctic Sky: Inuit Astronomy Star Lore and Legends. 
	In the beginning there was no moon or sun. 

A brother and sister were living alone in one house. The brother told the sister that she ought to marry so as to bring a hunter into the household to help out. The sister refused to get married for this reason alone. She asked her brother to seek a wife, but he too refused saying he had no need of a wife. They both believed that they were not in need of a partner.

One night an intruder came to the sister’s bed when and kissed her while she was sleeping. Because it was dark the sister did not know who it was and was disturbed. It happened the next night as well and the sister became more disturbed. She thought about how she could find out who was kissing her when it was so dark. She had an idea.

The next night the sister marked the intruder’s face with soot from the qulliq. In the morning the sister got up and went around to see if she could find a person with soot on their face. To her surprise, she saw the soot on her brother’s face. She was very angry.

She returned to her house in anger and resolved to leave her brother and the village. She went home and picked up a qulliq and started to walk in a circle. Slowly she rose up in the air. The people shouted at her to come back, but she would not listen.

The brother was so sad that she had left. He knew he was responsible for her leaving. He also started to walk in a circle and soon too began to rise in the air. As the sister rose higher and higher her lamp became warmer and warmer, giving out heat and light to the country. She became the sun.

As the brother rose he became bright too, but he never became hot. He became the moon.

In the sky the brother pursued the sister, but he was never able to catch her. He was always behind her. To this day when the moon is coming up the sun is going down and when the moon is going down the sun is coming up.

Today when we look at the moon we can see the dark spots and these are the boy in the moon, carrying something. It is light but not hot. 

The sun is both light and hot. Both the heat and the light are from the qulliq that is still burning.
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	The Birth of the Sun and Moon
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The Appearance of the Moon is Not Always the Same. We are More Familiar with some Appearances than Others

What you need:

Books or stories that have moon illustrations in them

Drawing paper

Pictures of the moon
What you do:

· Start the lesson by reviewing the illustrations drawn by students from yesterday’s lesson relating to how they drew the moon. Emphasize ways in which they have drawn the moon the same and different. Focus on size, shape, location and color.

· Choose one or two children’s stories that make mention of the moon or at least provide an illustration of the moon. Try to choose stories and illustrations that show contrasting images of the moon; that is images that show the moon in its full or quarter phase. As well, many story images show the moon to have human-like qualities. 

· Read through the stories focusing on the images presented. Ask students to indicate whether the images presented are realistic or not. Students should be able to provide justification or reasoning to support their claims.

· As students provide justifications, encourage students to use their first-hand experiences of observation of the moon as justification for their choices. Encourage them to see beyond the images presented in children’s books and other fictional media as their source of information.

· If the lunar cycle provides for first-hand observation, take students to a place where they can comfortably look at the moon. For most students their first facilitated observation is likely to result in some confusion. Students may have a pre-conception that is contrary to their observation; that is, some may have a pre-conception that the moon is always full or always in the first quarter or only out at night. Be prepared for contrary responses.

· Provide students with the handout that follows. It illustrates different images of the moon. Get students, either orally or in writing to identify which images are realistic images and which are fictional.
What you look for:

Which illustrations do they see as fictional? 

Which illustrations do they see as real?

What reasons do they provide for stating that a moon illustration is real or fictional?

Is their reasoning supported by first-hand experience?

Is their interpretation of their experience accurate?

Do students have trouble reconciling their observations with their pre-conceptions?

[image: image7.jpg]



Moons, Moons and More Moons

Which of the Pictures are of Real Moons?

Why do you think so?
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The Moon does not Create its Own Light
What you need:

Story of the origin of the sun and moon

Objects that can produce light either from electrical or chemical means (candles, flashlight, orange, etc.)

Handout about objects as light producers
What you do:

· Begin by reading students the story of the origin of the sun and the moon focusing on the characteristics of the sun and the moon as conveyed in the story. In the story the girl that becomes the sun holds an oil-lamp (qulliq) and for this reason the sun makes its own light whereas the moon does not.

· Ask students what would happen to the moon if there was no sunlight? Based on the activities previously explored students should have a sense that the sun  ‘is like’ a light bulb in a lamp or flashlight that makes its own light whereas the moon is only lit up because it is exposed to the sun’s light.

· One by one, show objects to students and ask them if they are able to make their won light. Objects might include an orange, a shoe, a light bulb, a match. Get students to justify reasons as to why they are or are not light makers. It will be important for students to see that an abject that makes like will make other objects light up or illuminate.

· Using a darkened classroom show students what happens to other objects when a candle or light bulb is lit. Also show them that NOT all of the object is illuminated, only the side of the object that faces the light source. Also show students what happens when a light source is turned off. As soon as the light source is extinguished the object is no longer illuminated.

· Repeat this process using the candle and objects like an orange or volleyball that model a moon. Ensure students can see and understand that only the exposed face is illuminated and that the object is illuminated as long as there is a light source.

· The story, The Raven Steals the Sun is an interesting story that emphasizes how the world can be cast into darkness without the sun’s light.

· Have students illustrate any of these stories and explain why the sun’s light is so important to the moon.
What you look for:

Can students distinguish between the moon and sun in terms of their ability to produce light or not?

Can they identify objects that produce light?

Can they reason why only some faces of an object will be illuminated?

Can they see errors in the picture below in various regards especially the illuminated surface?




The Origin of the Moon

The Origin of the Moon: An adaptation of a story told by various people across the arctic, Inuvialuit, Inuit and First Nations. Based upon the narrative provided by Paniaq 1990: IE 142 and adapted by John MacDonald in The Arctic Sky: Inuit Astronomy Star Lore and Legends. 
	In the beginning there was no moon or sun. 

A brother and sister were living alone in one house. The brother told the sister that she ought to marry so as to bring a hunter into the household to help out. The sister refused to get married for this reason alone. She asked her brother to seek a wife, but he too refused saying he had no need of a wife. They both believed that they were not in need of a partner.

One night an intruder came to the sister’s bed when and kissed her while she was sleeping. Because it was dark the sister did not know who it was and was disturbed. It happened the next night as well and the sister became more disturbed. She thought about how she could find out who was kissing her when it was so dark. She had an idea.

The next night the sister marked the intruder’s face with soot from the qulliq. In the morning the sister got up and went around to see if she could find a person with soot on their face. To her surprise, she saw the soot on her brother’s face. She was very angry.

She returned to her house in anger and resolved to leave her brother and the village. She went home and picked up a qulliq and started to walk in a circle. Slowly she rose up in the air. The people shouted at her to come back, but she would not listen.

The brother was so sad that she had left. He knew he was responsible for her leaving. He also started to walk in a circle and soon too began to rise in the air. As the sister rose higher and higher her lamp became warmer and warmer, giving out heat and light to the country. She became the sun.

As the brother rose he became bright too, but he never became hot. He became the moon.

In the sky the brother pursued the sister, but he was never able to catch her. He was always behind her. To this day when the moon is coming up the sun is going down and when the moon is going down the sun is coming up.

Today when we look at the moon we can see the dark spots and these are the boy in the moon, carrying something. It is light but not hot. 

The sun is both light and hot. Both the heat and the light are from the qulliq that is still burning.
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	The Birth of the Sun and Moon
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The Raven Steals the Sun: Adapted from a story told by Johnny Frank of Fort McPherson. Retold by Susan Beaumount. This is a common story across the north that will have varying local references.

	One time, long ago the sun was not always in place in the sky. Instead it was hidden down in the Earth in the house of the Grizzly Bear. Grizzly Bear lived there with his daughter. Bear kept the sun jealously guarded in a huge medicine bag hanging in a corner of his house. He had taken it from the sky because he was angry at the other animals for sneaking into his house and stealing things. You see, no one was allowed to touch Bear’s medicine bag and when Bear caught Fox stealing he tore off Fox’s shoulder and then let him go. Fox was in such pain that all his animal friends helped him get his shoulder back and the friend that helped him to do this was clever Raven.

Bear was angry when this happened and was very greedy. He wanted to keep the sun all to himself so he had all of the heat and light. “I have all of the light in the world,” gloated Bear, ”and I’ll never give any of it away. It is my most important possession.” With the sun gone, the land was completely dark. Even the moon could not be seen. The land was as black as Raven’s feathers. No longer were there days. There were only nights. Even the moon could not cast light.

The animals who were used to hunting by daylight or moonlight could not. The other bears and foxes and owls became very hungry and were starving. Raven loved to be well fed and wasn’t pleased at all with Bear. He was also getting tired of stumbling around in the dark and bumping into things. When the other animals started to make plans to get the sun back from Bear, Raven was glad to help even though he knew Bear was very powerful, wise and could get very angry.

Raven thought about how he could get the sun back. He knew that everyday Bear’s daughter came out of the house to get water froma stream. So, Raven made himself into a little speck and floated in the water. When the girl stopped to drink some water the speck went inside the girl. Without realizing it she had swallowed raven who now made himself comfortable and changed himself into a small bear. Then he went to sleep for a long time.

During this time, the girl realized she was pregnant. Soon she gave birth to a baby boy bear. He was a very handsome baby with shining black eyes which made him look bright and curious. The little boy grew rapidly. At an early age he could walk. His grandfather played with him and loved him dearly.

But, the little boy knew his mission. He was there to find the sun. The boy noticed a light coming from a bag.  He howled and howled and grandfather ended up letting him play with what was in the bag. The boy was delighted to see such a radiant, glowing ball of light. Grandfather cautioned him not to roll the ball out of the house. He rolled it in the house and was delighted how it lit up the entire house. 

Each time he rolled it, he rolled it closer to the door. Finally, the ball rolled outside. The boy ran after it and rather than bringing it back he hurled it into the sky. Instantly everything changed. There were colors and shadows and even the moon now had light. When Bear saw the sun being hurled into the sky he gave a roar of anger and rushed for his grandchild. He came close and closer and was jumped to grab him. Just then the little bear changed himself back into a Raven. The boy thrust his wings downward and flew up into the air crying, “Caw! Caw” Caw”. As the Raven flew away the Bear landed headfirst in the stream.
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When Bear dried himself off, he had a good look around and realized how beautiful the land was now that the sun was back in the sky. And from that time on, there was sunlight and all of eth animals rejoiced. Raven rejoiced to as he flew on, admiring the effect the sun had on the world below.

Raven Steals the Sun
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Draw and tell your own story about how Raven stole the Sun from Bear.
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There is a Pattern in the Changing Appearance of the Moon. This repeating pattern occurs every 28 days
What you need:

Room on your board to draw the phases of the moon and times observed.

White paper to place against a black or white paper or background to illustrate the phases of the moon observed.

The Charting the Moon and Making a Lunar Cycle handouts that follows.

Scissors and white paper to cut out images drawn.

Black paper as a background for their images.

A circular object they can trace around to get a circular shape

What you do:

· During this unit it is essential that students observe the moon over at least a 60 day period and keep a record of the moon’s appearance and time of day this appearance it was observed. A lunar cycle is 28 days long and to come to an understanding of what a lunar cycle is students must see the moon through at least two lunar cycles. Since it takes this time to see this cyclical pattern many teachers get students observing the moon before the unit of study begins, or, at least, carry on the observations much after the major content of the unit has been addressed.

· A variety of ways are suggested as methods for observing the moon. Be aware of the stages of the lunar cycle and when they will appear. This information can be gleaned from most calendars. During the winter in the dark season most phases of the moon are visible during the school day so providing students with the opportunity to observe the moon as a class is not difficult. It is suggested that:

1. You observe the moon as a class and note where it is and time of day. You begin by drawing a large picture what was observed on the board noting the size and shape of the moon. Focus on getting the orientation of the moon correct.

2. Cut out the paper in the appearance observed. Place this moon on a colored background similar to that observed (either light or dark background). Record the time observed under the moon. 

3. Get students to trace a circle on white paper or provide students with a circle of white paper. Get students to cut with scissors the shape of the moon observed. Once cut, get students to glue their moon on an appropriately colored background and record the data and time under the picture.

4. Provide students with the Charting the Moon handout. Get students to draw a picture of what today’s moon looked like in the appropriate day of the first columned week. Students should record the date as well.

5. A further method is to get students to compare what they have observed with what is documented on the internet. A good website that shows a visual image of the moon is: http://weather.somd.com
Students can type in the url and then type in their town’s name. It gives not only the moon phase illustration but also a comprehensive weather report for each location. At the time this document was being compiled neither of the north’s most widely used internet services, Environment Canada or Weather Network provided the moon phase information. This site is valuable because students can type in ANY place in North America to get weather and astronomical information and they will find it of interest that the lunar cycle is the same for all the world’s locations on a given day.

· These methods provide the means by which you might get   students to monitor the appearance of the moon over a lunar cycle or two. As suggested students need to observe over at least a two month period. Once two or three observations are made at the same time of day students will begin to predict what the moon will look like the following day. They will begin to see a trend in their observations. Basically, during the lunar cycle of 28 days there are seven days where the moon is not visible; there are seven days where it waxes and gets larger and is mainly seen in the afternoon southern sky; seven days where it is seen in the evening and is near full or full and is seen in the eastern sky; and seven days where it is waning and getting smaller and is mainly visible in the northern sky in the early morning. Because of the differences in the time of day it may be required that students place their cut out moons on light (day-time) backgrounds rather than dark (dark-time) backgrounds. An example of a moon chart showing phases of the moon over 21 days is shown below.
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· A further observation of the lunar cycle is suggested so students can see the repeating pattern of where the moon is and at what time it will be seen and with what appearance. Students quite quickly will be able to predict appearance and location based upon time of day and time within the lunar cycle.

· Many teachers place a large illustration of the phase of the moon and time it was on the wall corresponding to where and when it has been viewed. Thus in a typical, four-sided classroom, one phase will be on each wall, although the times observed will be different (again, each phase is only visible at a particular time of day).

· Students should be able to sort phases of the moon into a cyclical pattern. Some teachers photocopy the sheet listed above that shows the phases and get students to cut them out and then paste them on a long strip of paper taped together to make a circular piece of paper. Students should be able to arrange the 21 pictures from the first crescent to last crescent of the cycle with one section blank to represent he new-moon phase.

· Finally, get students to look at a calendar and again see the repeating lunar cycles and make note of the time duration between one full moon and another.

· Some students may begin to make connections between seasonal hunting activity, especially in regards to the tidal activity near the floe-edge

What to look for:

Do students identify a pattern in the moon’s changing appearance, location and time of day?

Can they make predictions about where the moon will be and what it will look like in days to come?

Do they begin to suggest reasons why the moon is changing in appearance?

Do they begin to suggest what the source of the moon’s light might be?

Do they note that the sun is illuminating the moon?

Do they note that the illuminated part of the sun, especially as observed in the waxing and waning phases is always pointed towards the sun?

Charting the Moon

In the chart below draw a picture of what the moon likes like for the day you have observed it. In the box in the right hand corner right down the data and time. Try to look the moon the next day at the same time and note how it’s appearance changes.
[image: image23.emf]
Making a Lunar Cycle

Cut out a long strip of paper; 1 metre long x 20 cm deep. Divide this piece of paper into four sections by folding it in half and then half again. One section will now be for each phase of the moon (new, waxing, full and waning). Cut out the phases of the moon below and glue them to the paper in the correct order.  Be sure to leave room for the 7 days that the moon is not visible. Tape the paper together to make a complete lunar cycle.

[image: image24.jpg]



Each Moon’s Month has a Name

What you need

Stories from the Gwichin and Inuit Elders

Template for student’s illustrations
What you do

· This lesson extends from the previous where they looked at the phases of the lunar cycle and its length.
· Show students a calendar page that has the phases of the lunar cycle on it. Note on the calendar when the full moon appears.
· Ask students when the next full moon should appear. Students will provide various answers. Verify the accuracy of their answers by checking with the calendar. Based upon the previous lesson, a 28 day interval is what one might expect.
· Get students to look at the repeating cycle and that most months have a full moon; on an odd occasion there might be two in one month (this is the reference to the term ‘once in a blue moon’).
· Read the stories provided by the elders provided that make reference to the moon cycle and time reference to the moon.
· Have students draw illustrations of the months of the year based upon the Gwichin descriptions.
What you look for

Do students understand that the lunar cycle repeats every 28 days?

Do students understand that typically there is only one full moon per month?

Do students understand that there was no calendar at one time and that the full moon’s provided a sense of time?

Can they link the name of the month (or moon) to the environmental characteristics of that time of year?

The Moons and Months of the Year

Based on an interview with Michel Kupaaq of Igloolik

In the past they use to name the month for the Moons in that month. January was called SIQINNAARUT. The next month February was called QANGATTAARSAN. The third month, March was called AVVUNNIQ. April was called NATTIJAN. May, the fifth month was called TIRIKLUK and at that time tents can now be used. The sixth was called NURRAIT. This is June and at  this time the temperatures are getting warmer but at times it still get cold even sometimes the ground does not thaw out. It is also at this time that the caribou calves are born. The next one is MANNIK [July]. This is when birds start to lay eggs. 

The next is called SAGGARUUT [August]. This is when the hairs on the caribou had molted and replaced with a thin hair. The next is known as AKKULLIRUUT. This is the time the plants called MALIKKAAN starts to uncoil. This period is the mid season where the warm temperatures had reached its peak and it would now   start to get cold so that is why the plants MALIKKAAN start to uncoil.  At this time the caribou skins are ripe for clothing. When the small lakes start to freeze over this is called AKKULLIRUUT [September] in some regions but for us in this region it is called AMIRAIJAUT [October]. This not only refers to the caribou antler velvets that might start to fall, it is also when the skins of the antlers of the KANAJUIT [sculpin fish] starts to peel off as well. 

The next is when the bays start to form ice and the fur on the caribou start to get thicker is called UKIULIRUUT [November] and at this time also the caribous had started to mate.  The next is when the ice had formed on the sea, as this was the period when there were no radios  available for  any  type  of  communications  with one another,  so when the people were now able to  visit another camp. This moon was called TUSAQTUUT [December]. At this time camps started to hear from one another. 
There are 13 full moons during one year. One month always has two full moons. It would appear that the name for one moon has been lost because we had a name for all thirteen moons but now only use the names of the twelve months.
The Moons and their Names

Draw pictures and give the Inuktitut name for each one of months of the year based on Michel’s  story.

	 (January)

 (February)

 (March)

 (April)

 (May)

 (June)

 (July)

 (August)

 (September)

(October)

 (November)

(December)

Draw a picture in each month to show what is happening in this month




The Moons and their Names

An adaptation of an account from Lazarus Sittichinli of Aklavik.

	We could tell time was passing with every full moon. There were calendars but in our camp we would not have a calendar and each full moon gave us a time nearly a month. Each month’s moon had a name. For example, Sah Tih in Gwichin meant the month that the sun was getting brighter. This is February. Ezra ze was the month that the animals were being born.

Tawahk Disi

Canada Geese Month (January)

Sa Tih

Brighter Sun Month

(February)

Edanlat Temeyan Jan

Spring Fishing Month (March)

Ch’ichee Zrii

Falcon Month

(April)

Fay Sranan

Dog Month

(May)

Ezra Ze

Month of Animals Born

(June)

Ede thal Zhra

Warm Month

(July)

Nanathan Zhra

Moose Getting Fat Month

(August)

Shick S’Aeh Disis

Female Groundhog Month

(September)

Changing Colour Month

(October)

Man tan Shaw Zhra

Big Lakes Freezing Month

(November)

Khukaha Disi Digging Snow Month

December

Draw a picture in each month to show what is happening in this month




We see the Moon when Light from the Sun Reflects Off the Moon. The Changing Appearance of the Moon can be Explained
What you need:

A white plate

A light such as a flashlight
What you do:

· There are a variety of stories told by people in the north as to what causes the phases of the moon. A common story told by both Sheba Selamio of Aklavik and Ilkoo in Clyde River.
· They both were told that the moon is flat, a plate-like thin disc of sea-ice. The moon is a cold object and does not produce its own light. Instead, the plate of ice is able to spin so that at times the moon becomes full to the viewer and at times thin to the viewer. Both Sheba and Ilkoo make no mention of any mythological story pertaining to this. Instead it provides an explanation of how the observed moon phases might be explained.
· A good way to model this explanation is to darken a room and have a light source and shine the light source at a white plate. Ask students to observe the plate’s changing appearance as the plate is spun on a fixed point. Students will be able to observe the changing appearance of the plate-moon and relate these to their previous observations.
· Ask students what they think of this explanation. Are they satisfied with this explanation? If so, why? If not, why?
· You may wish to ask students to illustrate what they have seen and provide a description that accompanies their illustration.
What you look for:

Do students recognize the phases of the moon using this model?

Do they raise questions about the accuracy of this model?

Do they provide alternative ideas with supportive reasoning?

It is worthwhile to explore the similarity in this story and the story of the origin of the moon in that the moon is not a ‘hot object’ and does not produce its own light
The Changing Appearance of the Moon can be Modelled. The changes in the Moon’s appearance relate to the amount of its illuminated surface we see. This is determined by the relative positions of the Earth, Moon and Sun.

What you need:

Styrofoam balls or any sphere including tennis balls if necessary

If possible pencils or skewers upon which to place the balls

A light source, preferably an overhead projector
What you do:

· The lesson that follows provides a scientifically accurate view of the cause of the moon’s phases. Students up until now have been observing the lunar cycle noting that the cycle occurs over a 28 day period and is predictably accompanied by changes in the appearance of the moon during the cycle. Again, these changes are evidenced by the amount of the moon that is visible and what time of day the moon is visible. The sequence that follows shows in a very practical way why the lunar cycle occurs. At the Early Years level students need not understand why the moon has phases; that is, the relationship between the Earth, Moon and Sun to cause the phases. If students seek understanding use the modeling process to explain why the phases result. These explanations are better developed in the Upper Elementary lessons that follow
· Turn on the overhead projector or alternative light source. In a darkened room. Inform students that this light source will be used to model the sun. Get students to consider that this light source produces not only light but also heat and in this was only is similar to the sun. Get students to touch the light source or, at least, place their hand near the light to experience the heat generated by the lamp. Let them know that their head will represent the Earth.
· Get students to place a sphere, like a Styrofoam ball on a pencil and place the ball in front of them so that the light is blocked. At this stage the sphere (representing the moon) is illuminated on the back-side and this illuminated portion is not visible to the eye. This stage actually represents a solar eclipse and need not be described at this stage. 
· The photos below show the phases of the moon over a 28 day lunar cycle as they will appear to students in the activity that follows. Note that the photos are at clock positions starting at 12 o’clock. Get students to begin to move the sphere in a counter-clockwise direction until at around 1 o’clock the sphere representing the moon will be partially illuminated representing the first crescent of the moon. This is illustrated below. If possible take students outside at the time the appropriate phase is visible (first (afternoon) or third quarter (morning)). If they can see the phase in the sky and hold a volleyball up with an extended arm the amount of the sun’s illumination on the ball will be the same as what they observe of the moon.
[image: image25.png]



http://www.utc.edu/Outreach/ChallengerCenter/Assets/Moon%20Phases.gif

· Get students to note how what they see compares to what is illustrated in the pictures they have drawn based on observations they have made thus far in the unit.
· As they move the sphere counter-clockwise to nine o’clock they will see the sphere becoming more illuminated. At this phase the Moon is beside the Earth. At nine o’clock they will see the first quarter and at six o’clock the full moon. At this stage the Earth will be between the sun and the moon. the following illustration is valuable in showing the times the phases are predictably visible.
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikibooks/en/7/72/Lunar-Phase-Diagram.png

· Continuing on from six o’clock the amount of the visible illuminated moon begins to decrease or wane until at three o’clock we see a waning quarter moon. Further on at about 1 o’clock the final crescent is seen.
· Finally the illuminated side of the moon is not visible from earth and this phase from about 1 o’clock through to 11 o’clock is called the new moon phase. Repeat the cycle by adding details to the model and explanations as students’ understanding and questioning allows.
· Students are likely to be fascinated with this activity simply in the way in which it clearly shows the phases of the moon.
· You will likely return to this activity by providing the names of the phases as well as the reasons for the phases and when in the day they are observed.
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What you look for:

Can students relate what they see in the models to their previous experiences and observations?

Can they explain that these phases are repeatable and predictable?

The Different Appearances of the Moon have Names
What you need:

An illustration of the phases of the moon along with the Inuit names for the phases

A light source like an overhead projector

A volleyball

What you do:

· Have the students sit in the middle of the room quite close together. Let them know that are going to be watching the moon through the lunar cycle.
· Turn on a light source such as an overhead projector or a flashlight and shine it at the students. This is representing the sun. try to have the light source as close to a wall as possible.
· Choose one person to be the moon and have the person stand between the sun and the moon facing the light source so that the face of the persons head is illuminated but not the back of the head. Ask students if the face is illuminated and whether than key see it? They should realize it is illuminated but they are unable to see it.
· The student will now walk slowly around the students (representing the earth) ensuring their face is ALWAYS facing the light source. Students are to observe the face of the person walking and should notice that as they move around them in the circle (representing the moon’s orbit around the earth) there is more illumination of the face as the moon gets further away from the sun. This is when the moon is waxing or in Inuktitut Piruqpalliajuq. As well as it begins to move towards the sun the amount of illumination decreases or wanes or in Inuktitut Nungupalliajuq.
· Tell students that the amount of the moon we see illuminated determines its phase. Thus, when we see the moon fully illuminated this is the full moon (Qullikkumiaqsijuq); when it the illuminated phase is not visible we call this the new moon (Taqqilla). In Inuktitut each phase has a name. These are illustrated in the picture below.
            Taqqilla (new moon)   Taqqiniktuq                Alungajuq                 Qullikkumiaqsijuq
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        Naaqquruktuk                   Qullikkumiaqsijuq       Alungajuq                   Taqqiniktuq
http://scienceworld.wolfram.com/astronomy/mimg82.gif
· Repeat the process but this time, use a volleyball to represent the moon. Have one student carry the ball above their head around their classmates and get students to observe the changing appearance of the moon.

· As the student goes around the class get them to stop at different ‘clock’ points along the way and get students to identify what phase they observe at each position.

· Provide students with the handout showing the phases of the moon and get students to write in the name of each phase as it is observed. A good website: http://sunshine.chpc.utah.edu/labs/moon/lunar_phases_main.html
What you look for:

Can they relate the amount of illumination to the location of the Earth relative to the sun?

Can they identify and name the phases of the moon?

The Phases of the Moon 

[image: image29.emf]
The stories we hear about the moon are important as they teach us many things such as how we should behave towards ourselves and others and h

What you need

Stories of the moon

Elders to visit classrooms to share stories and songs related to the moon

Material that can be used to illustrate these songs and stories; consider getting students to write a class story-book of the moon and other night sky stories based upon the stories told by the Elders
What you do

· The stories that follow are based upon narratives shared by Elders across the north. Again, some stories have been modified for a younger grade level context. Use the stories as a means of promoting discussion about the underlying meanings of the stories as they pertain to how we should live our lives and why. The stories are written so there are logical breaks in the stories. Stop the stories as they are being read so that students have the opportunity to make comment of ask questions.
· Once completed get students to illustrate the stories of their choice and explain their stories in written and oral form to their peers and the class.
What you look for

Can students relate the stories to habits or behaviors that foster positive outcomes for themselves, families and community?
Can students relate the stories to their developing understanding of the Moon, its appearance and the changes associated with the lunar cycle?

The Moon and Hunting: This is an adaptation of a story told by Ilkoo Antutiqjuak of Clyde River. It is a story repeated across the north.

	From an early age I was shown to look at the moon (Taqqiq) and to know what they meant. In those days we did not live in Clyde River. We lived in our camp near Sam Ford Fjord. There were many stories to be told that had to do with the moon. Sometimes we were told things that weren’t stories. It was just important for us to know these things as they would be important in knowing what was ahead.

We did not have electricity or fuel in those days so the moon was very important in the dark season (Tauvikjuaq). For many weeks we would not see the sun and the moon was our only light. It was during this time that it was very cold and hunting could be very hard.

The moon would tell us what the next month of weather and hunting would be like. We would look for the first sign of the moon after the new moon (Taqqilla). It was important to look at the appearance of the first moon. 
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We would look to see if it was leaning or not. When the moon comes out, and just before it starts to grow, if it comes out tilted up, there is a saying that  goes: ANURIMIK NAKSARTUQ.[ It is bringing wind] What  it means is that  the winds will  prevail as the moon gets bigger. If it comes out in almost a vertical position, it is said that the weather will be fair. When it becomes a full moon, it is than called; NAAQQURUKPUQ [full moon]. When the moon starts to fade again, when it gets half they use to say that it is QULLILLUANNGUQPUQ [half moon].  It is shaped like a QULLIQ. That is the way it is usually referred to as. 

We would look at the moon and if it was leaning we would still hope that the days ahead would be good for hunting. It was not always a sure thing. Nothing was ever certain, but it did make you hopeful.


The Boy in the Moon: A story from the Western Arctic. This narrative is retold by Susan Beaumont and is based on the stories told by Johnny Semple of Fort McPherson. Again, this is a common story in the arctic often with local modifications to the story.
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The Man in the Moon: A story from the Western Arctic. This narrative is retold by Lazarus Sittichinl. Again, this is a common story in the arctic often with local modifications to the story.

	Long ago, a boy was born and he lived with an old couple. While he was very small, there was the hunting was bad and there was no meat. One night as he was sleeping between his father and mother, he said to his father, “I want to be a medicine man”. His father looked at him and said, “You look so small and pitiful, don’t talk like that”. Even then, he kept saying he wanted to be a medicine man. So that night he decided he would became one.

He wanted lots of caribou to come to the people, so the next day the men went out hunting and came to where there was a large herd of caribou. The caribou were all killed by the hunters. One caribou was real fat and the little boy’s uncle had killed this fat caribou. This was the one the boy wanted, but his uncle was stingy with his meat and he didn’t want to give any piece of fat meat to the boy – so a hind leg of caribou was given to him and his father by someone else. The old man packed the caribou leg home with the little boy. After returning home, that same night, the boy advised his father and mother to keep the caribou leg wrapped up in a nice clean skin. “Cut a piece of meat from this caribou leg when you get hungry and always keep it wrapped and put away”. That night all the caribou that were killed all came alive again and disappeared and there was no meat again and the people were all going hungry. One night the boy talked to his old parents and said, “You people will live for a little while, but I will live forever and the people will always see me as long as there is an Earth”. You will be able to survive if you always eat the meat I’ve saved sparingly.

That night he disappeared. He had a young pup and this pup was gone, too, along with some caribou blood. Another piece of advice he given was, “I will be in the moon and that’s where you will see me. When a new moon appears, and if my pack-sack is full you see me leaning back. When you see me like that, be happy and sing and dance among yourselves because when my pack looks heavy, it will mean a good winter with plenty of meat.




	The Boy in the Moon




Can you see the boy in the moon with his dog? If so, where?
Write and draw a story about the boy in the moon.
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Upper Elementary (Grades 4-6)
The same face of the moon is visible from Earth

What you need

Stories about the boy in the moon or man in the moon

A light source

A model moon, like a volleyball

What you do

· You may wish to start the lesson by asking students if each time there is a full moon, are they able to see the ‘man in the moon’?
· Students are likely able to suggest that they can always see the ‘man the moon’ when the moon is full.
· Ask students if they think the moon rotates or spins on its axis in the same way that the Earth spins on its axis? That is, the Earth spins on its axis every 24 hours. Does the moon do the same?
· Oddly, the moon does spin on its axis, but very slowly. In fact during an entire lunar cycle, the moon spins only once on its axis. This is difficult conceptually for students to understand and needs to be modeled to be understood.
· Have one student be the Earth and have that student face the sun (a light source).
· Have the student spin in his or her location to show the passage of a day. As well the student should be able to demonstrate a year,  that is one full revolution of the sun. During this time, the student, if possible, would spin on her axis 365 times during the one revolution of the sun.
· Get one student hold the volleyball as the moon, and rotate around the earth very slowly doing only one rotation or spin over the entire lunar month.
· This is typically best represented by placing a ‘face’ on the volleyball and having the face always oriented towards the earth during its single revolution of the Earth.
· Explain to the students that the moon rotates very slowly as it revolves around the Earth causing the same face or side of the moon to always be visible from Earth.
· This is evident by the movement of the student modeling the moon. Get the class to watch the feet of the student modeling the moon rotating around the Earth. As the student shuffles around the Earth during the month, the student’ will only do one complete rotation (a day) during the complete revolution (A month).
What you look for

Can students model a year and a lunar month?

Do they show understanding of the fact that during one lunar month, the moon moves very slowly and does only one complete rotation during this month?

Do they understand that as the moon completes one revolution of the Earth it also does one rotation on its axis?
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There are both lunar and solar eclipses

What you need

Story about the eclipse

A light source as a model for the sun and a Styrofoam ball on a pencil for the moon
What you do

· From the previous modeling exercises students will probably have a sense that the moon and sun can be eclipsed or cut off in their view from Earth.

· With the light on, have students again use the ball on a stick or hold it in the palm of their hand and place it in front of them so the sun is blocked by the moon.

· Refer to this as a solar eclipse. Ask students what time of day a solar eclipse would occur. Students should rightfully suggest that a solar eclipse occurs near lunchtime.

· Get students to carry on with the modeling exercise by moving the moon around the Earth during a lunar month. As the moon gets behind the Earth (The Earth is now between the sun and moon) the Earth blocks the moon so the moon becomes eclipsed (lunar eclipse). Again, ask students what time of day a lunar eclipse would occur. Students should rightfully suggest that a lunar eclipse occurs around midnight.

· Based on the difference in size between the moon and Earth (the earth is 6 times larger) students should be able to reason that lunar eclipses are much more frequent and last longer than solar eclipses.

· Explain to students that the moon does not travel on the same path and this is why there are not eclipses every lunar cycle. Explain the meaning of full and partial eclipses.

· Read the story about the eclipse from The Arctic Sky and have students illustrate, model or explain to each what causes an eclipse.

What you look for

Can students illustrate, model or explain to each what causes a eclipse.
Eclipses: Based on Interviews with Mark Ijjangiaq of Igloolik from The Arctic Sky by John MacDonald.

	One afternoon when I was inland with my family for the summer there was an eclipse of the sun. This is called pulamjuq. 

I was nine years old and indeed I was horrified by the experience.

It had the same effect as when one is wearing sunglasses. The sun had the same characteristics as the moon when it is coming is in the first or last quarter. That is some of the sun was obscured but not all of it. This was not a full eclipse but a partial eclipse.

My mother was still alive at the time and we camped in the summer near a small stream. 

After the eclipse was over my mother asked me to get water from the stream with a small pail.

But, I did not want to go for I was afraid that once I was a distance from the tent there might be another eclipse when I was all alone.

Draw a picture of the boy and what the partial eclipse would have looked like to him.




Eclipses and the Race between the moon and Sun: Based on an interview with Louis Tapardjuk

	There are two things about the moon and sun that are interesting for me. One is about the race between the sun and the moon and one is eclipses.

After the dark period as the sun is going to return, there is a saying that the sun and the moon compete to see who is going to come out first. The way it is said is that, the sun and the moon compete as to which will come out first after the dark period. Sometimes the summer is to seen to be favorable if the sun comes out first.  Last spring we experienced favorable conditions because the sun came out before  the moon did. Throughout the summer we hardly experienced any rain. This was the result that the sun had come out before the moon that time after the dark period. Had the moon beaten the sun, the condition would not have been the way it was. 
Once in a long while, the moon eclipse happens more frequently than the sun eclipse. The phenomenon of the eclipses was not seen as something that had an ill effect.  It was something that was seen as a natural phenomenon. In those days before snow machine the moonlight was important to travelers in the dark season. After the moon eclipse had occurred, they used to say that the moon will soon start to head toward its last quarter sooner than other times when there is no moon eclipse. 

As for the sun eclipse, I once have seen the sun eclipse in my childhood. That summer I saw the moon but as it turned out it was the sun that was partially covered with the eclipse. There was an old lady who is said to have been alarmed and afraid of the sun eclipse. She was said to say that: "SIQINIQAIGUUQ NUNAMUN IRNIJARTULIRPUQ!" [Sun must be going to the earth to bear her child.] This old lady was known as ULLURIAQ. She might have heard something in prior years about the prediction that the sun will eventually come to earth to give birth is she was afraid that: "ASUILAAQAIGUUQ NUNAMUN SIQINIQ IRNIJARTULIRPUQ!" The sun is going to earth to give birth. In those days the people feared  the time when the world was eventually coming to an end, so it might have been something in that line that she feared that the sun would eventually come down to earth to give birth. 


Sometimes during  the dark season the moon can be visible in the sky all day

What you need

Story related to the moon and its visible presence during the day during the dark season
What you do

· Most people are familiar through first-hand experience with the ‘midnight sun’; that is, the sun being above the horizon during the summer months throughout the day. Most people are less aware that the moon, as well, can remain above the horizon during the day, but this only occurs in the winter months. The ‘circumpolar moon’ is the winter’s equivalent of the midnight sun. It is likely that it is most important for students to know that they are likely to have experienced the circumpolar moon, but are unlikely to be aware of it.
· It is hoped that during the course of this unit or, at least during the year students will experience the circumpolar moon. That is they will see the moon above the horizon throughout the day. This is only observable around the full moon phase of the lunar cycle during the dark season and since the sun is not visible above the horizon during the dark season, the presence of the circumpolar sun is particularly dramatic. 
· Get students to observe the moon during the day near the full moon phase and note if the moon remains above the horizon throughout the day. That is, does it ever set?
· Explaining this phenomenon is difficult because students need to use an Earth-moon-sun model to understand. In winter, the North is tilted away from the sun. At the full moon phase the Earth is between the sun and the moon meaning that the tilted north gets to ‘see the moon’ throughout the day as it rotates on its axis.
· Use the story included to introduce the idea of the ‘all day’ moon and explain why it was important, especially in the dark season.
What you look for

Have students experienced the ‘all day’ moon?

Can they explain why it may be important to Inuit and other northerners?

Can they explain what causes it?

The All-Day Moon: From Tuqassie Killiktee of Pond Inlet

	I recall in the dark season that sometimes you would see the moon during the day. No matter what time of day you looked in the sky you would see the moon. I asked why the sun looked so different in the winter and why it didn’t make more light even though it was so big in the sky. It looked like the sun, but I was told it was not the sun. It was like the sun had come back for a few days and then left again.

I didn’t realize that it wasn’t the sun. It was the moon that I was seeing. It was when it was the full moon and it was in the dark season. You could tell it was the moon because you could see the man in the moon. It also didn’t warm you as much as the sun would.

I was told that the ‘all-day’ moon was very important. For us as children, it meant there was more light outside so we could play but for the people traveling the moon gave them light all day, just not in the evening. 

I am not sure what caused there to be an ‘all-day’ moon. It wasn’t all the time. There were only some times that the full moon would be seen all through the day.




The change of sea level on the beach is called the tide

What you need

Access to the beach so the tidal activity can be observed

What you do

· It is difficult to link the lunar cycle to tidal activity unless students see evidence that high or low tide and the moon’s position are in some way connected. To make sense of this, students must be familiar with low and high tides and the lunar cycle. Once they are comfortable with each the connection between the two can be made.
· Begin by providing student with a tangible experience with the tide. If possible take students to the seashore or beach in your community so they can see tidal activity. This may require two visits over the school day so students can see the tide turn. Couple the visits with observations of evidence of changes in the sea level. Possibly they could draw a picture of the beach at the high and low sea level and describe the differences. Use the template attached for students to document their observations.
· Back in the classroom gather student comments about what they have observed and write down what has been observed at low and high tide. Possibly each student could draw and write a description for each and place these on the wall beside the titles “High Tide” and “Low Tide”.
· Focus the discussion on what a tide is and how it is evidenced.
  What you look for

Provide opportunities for students to talk about their own experiences with tides. Allow them the opportunity to provide reasons for tidal activity.
What you look for

Are students familiar with tidal activity?

Do students provide any reasoning for tidal activity?

Can they provide examples of differences at the beach at high and low tide?



                 


              The Bay of Fundy at high water                 The Bay of Fundy at low water

	What do you see at High Tide and Low Tide?
High Tide

Low Tide

How do Our Tides Compare to these ones in Nova Scotia?



                 


                    The Bay of Fundy at high water       The Bay of Fundy at low water




The tide goes in and out twice every 24 hours
What you need

Access to the beach

A measuring tape
What to do

· It is likely that your students will have some knowledge of tidal activity within their community recognizing that there are two high tides per day. Tidal activity typically is 2 high and 2 low tides over a 24.5 hour period. When the moon is in its new or full phase the tides are the highest and lowest meaning the range between the high and low tide is the greatest. The tides at this stage are referred to as ‘spring tides’ because the range is greatest.

· To monitor tidal change over one day students need to observe the changes. This is likely to be impossible to do because of the time of the school day and the tidal activity. You are encouraged to have students monitor the changes over a 12 -18 hour period at least so they can see changes over two high and one low or two low and one high tide. The easiest way to do monitor the change is for students, in pairs, to have sticks with their names on it and place the stick in the water at the high tide mark and then return to the beach 6 hours later to see how much the water level has dropped to low tide level. They then should remove the stick and return to the beach six hours later to see the water at high level again.

· It is worthwhile to make this a graphing activity, draw a graph on the board with a 24 hour horizontal line and a vertical line representing the change in water level. It is best to call the low tide the 0 mark. Students can plot the changes in water level as the time changes during the day.

· Have students note the phase of the moon on the day the tide was monitored. High tide will be equivalent to the position of the moon relative to the Earth’s position. This is a difficult concept to be addressed later, but at this stage the following picture may suffice.

· If possible, have students repeat this exercise on a daily basis over a time period of several weeks. At least check for the time of high and low tides to emphasize the changing nature of the tides. Ensure students also note the phase of the moon observed for each day the tides are monitored. Most teachers that have carried out this monitoring note that quite intuitively students make the connection that the location of the moon in the lunar cycle (Its phase) is associated with the high tide.

· The graph below shows tidal activity over several days. The high tides are around midday and midnight implying the moon is in the new moon or full moon phase.
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· When the moon is in this phase (third quarter and waning) the high tide will be in the early morning and afternoon.
    



When the moon is in this phase (full moon) the high tide will be around noon or midnight.




What you look for

Can students identify that there are two low and two high tides a day?

Can they measure and graph the tidal activity over a day and a period of several days?

Do they begin to make connections between the phase of the moon and the time of the tides?

The moon has its own gravitational pull. The tidal movement of water is linked to the moon’s gravitational pull on the earth.

What you need

Illustrations showing the Earth-moon-sun relationship

Knowledge of tidal times
What you do

· Begin by getting students to draw a picture of the Earth-moon-sun relationship on piece of paper.  Get them to share their ideas with a classmate. They should be able to draw how the earth and moon move in relationship to the Sun. If students have trouble understanding your directions show students some examples such as the Earth AND moon orbiting around the sun. Show them various combinations and get them to provide with justification the correct pattern of movement. Talk about the time sequence as well, that is a full orbit of the earth occurs every lunar month and during this time the earth spins on its axis 28 times, thus making the lunar cycle 28 days long.
· If students have trouble, provide them with some of the illustrations previously studied. The illustration below is very good as it indicates times each phase would be visible.
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikibooks/en/7/72/Lunar-Phase-Diagram.png

· If necessary review the pattern of the movement of the moon around the earth and the simultaneous movement of the Earth around the sun. Use models and role plays to clarify this pattern.
· Showing the effects of the moon’s gravitational pull on the earth is a very abstract relationship and through making connections between the phase of the lunar cycle and the high tide is one way for students to experience that this relationship exists. It does not though explain gravitational pull to create the bulging influence of the tides. It is suggested that is the Earth-moon-sun relationship is modeled by using one student as the moon, the student could role-play a pulling on the Earth which in turn causes the water at that point to bulge.
· The bulging effect caused by the gravitational pull of the Earth is visualized on the explorelearning.com website. The high tide bulge is seen to be associated directly with the position of the moon relative to the earth. The diagrams below also show how the bulging of the water on Earth is linked to the position of the moon.


                                



High Tide at Full Moon                   High Tide at Third Quarter

What you look for:

Can students visualize the bulging effect caused by the moon’s pull?

Do they attempt to explain this bulging in terms of the Moon’s pulling influence?

Can they illustrate and explain the time duration of the earth and moon’s movement relative to the sun?
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The tidal movement influences pressure ridges and the ice-floe and this influence is predictable

What you need
Stories about pressure ridges and the flow-edge.
What you do
· There are several stories included that have reference to hunting near the floe-edge and the importance of pressure ridges.

· Use these stories and illustrations. As an opportunity to explain how tidal activity influences our environment and how these influence our lives
What you look for
Do students realize that tidal activity has considerable influence on the lives of those that live near the sea?

Can they describe some of the evidences of tidal activity in their community?

Can they explain why these events occur?

[image: image56.jpg]



When the Tides are Strongest: Based on an interview with Michel Kupaaq 

	You learn about the tides by observing. People tell you things about the tides and the moon and then you begin to look yourself to see if these are true. When is the current the strongest or when the tide is the highest?

We all know when there is a full moon there is a stronger current, it is because there are two things we hear about. One is when there is a full moon the current is stronger and the other is when the full moon is passing the current is a stronger. Some people say it is right at the time there is a full moon it is the strongest.

I have noticed that sometimes the stronger current happens when there is a full moon and sometimes it is right after the full moon. PITURNNIQ sometimes coincides with the full moon and sometimes it is when it is just past. 

It is usually during the time of the full moon that the current is strongest but it is never exactly on that day of the full moon but always during this time. But for sure the current is never strongest when there is a half moon. 
I have observed and noticed the current is strongest when there is a full moon and there is a new moon but never when there is half moon. 

As well, the full moon current (PITURNNIQ) is stronger than the new moon current. 
It is important to notice the patterns, not just accept what people say but look and find out for yourself.




The moon is a natural satellite, we also have artificial satellites and these have a variety of purposes

What you need
Student observations
What you do
· Students need to be given time to consider if other things might be orbiting around planet earth. Thus start this lesson by getting students to complete the diagnostic activity that follows that asks them to consider where the Earth is relative to the planets, the moon, satellites the sun and other objects in space like stars. Get students to complete this illustration activity. Allow students the opportunity to share their illustrations with each other and the class.

· It is important for students to have a sense of the size of the solar system and the Earth’s moons position within the solar system. For the most part, students will not realize the closeness of the moon relative to the planets and stars. It goes beyond the intent of this booklet to examine ideas such as the scale of the solar system, but it is important for students to understand that other objects revolve around the moon and these are visible.

· Begin by modeling for students the place of planet Earth relative to the sun and other objects in the solar system. Below are some examples from http://www.gecdsb.on.ca/d&g/astro/html/SS-scale.html:
Stage 1: The planets' sizes
Materials
· 9 index cards 

· 9 sticks, tongue depressors or pencils 

· roll of transparent sticky tape 

· sheet of black paper 

· items to make a set of model planets (pinch of salt, small cake decorations, chalk dust, yellow sphere or disc approx. 2.8 cm (1 inch) in diameter) [you can store them in 35mm file cases] 

· magnifying glass (optional) 

The activity
The 2.8 cm sphere or disk represents the sun. At the same scale, the planet diameters are:
 

	Planet
	Actual diameter (km)
	Scale diameter (mm)
	Suggested item

	
	
	
	

	Mercury
	4,900
	0.10
	A typical grain of salt is 0.5 mm in diameter. Pick the smallest grain you can find, and advise the students that it is still 5 times bigger than it should be to make this model.

	Venus
	12,100
	0.24
	Grain of sand or salt.

	Earth
	12,800
	0.25
	Grain of sand or salt.

	Moon
	2,200
	0.04
	Smallest grain of sand.

	Mars
	6,800
	0.14
	A tiny grain half the size of the earth grain.

	Asteroid Belt
	
	
	Chalk dust. 

	Jupiter
	143,000
	2.9
	Cake decoration or similar, of correct size.

	Saturn
	120,000
	2.4
	Cake decoration or similar, of correct size.

	Uranus
	51,800
	1.0
	Cake decoration or similar, of correct size.

	Neptune
	49,500
	0.99
	Cake decoration or similar, of correct size.

	Pluto
	2,300
	0.046
	A typical grain of salt is 0.5 mm in diameter. Pick the smallest grain you can find, and advise the students that it is still 10 times bigger than it should be to make this model.


Why such tiny sizes for the planets? Because we'll use the same scale for their distances.
Tape or glue each planet onto an index card.
 

Stage 2: The planets' distances
Materials
· a large outdoor area 

· sticks (2 metres long) or measuring tape(s) 

· butcher paper 

· tape for hanging the butcher paper 

· marking pen 

Find an outdoor area where the model can be built. If you want to include Pluto, it needs to be 118 metres long ! [Without Pluto, 90 metres will do.]
Place the model of the sun (the 2.8 cm sphere or disk), taped to an index card, on a post (or similar) at one end of the area.
Ask the students where, at this scale, they think Mercury should go. After they've made their estimates, measure off 1.16 metres from the sun, and place the Mercury card (index card with grain of salt attached). Repeat for each planet (probably easier to measure from the last planet than from the sun). Here are the scale distances:
	Planet
	Actual distance from sun
	Scale distance from sun
	Scale distance from previous planet

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Mercury
	58 million km
	1.16 metres 
	

	Venus
	108 million km
	2.16 metres 
	1.0 metre

	Earth
	150 million km
	3.0 metres 
	0.84 metre 

	Moon
	150, 350,000
	3.02
	0.85

	Mars
	228 millin km
	4.56 metres 
	1.56 metre 

	Asteroid Belt
	approx. 400 million km
	approx 8 metres
	

	Jupiter
	778 million km
	15.56 metres 
	11 metres 

	Saturn
	1,430 million km
	28.6 metres 
	13.04 metres 

	Uranus
	2,870 million km
	57.4 metres 
	28.8 metres 

	Neptune
	4,500 million km
	90 metres 
	32.6 metres 

	Pluto
	5,900 million km
	118 metres
	28 metres 


· After making these models emphasize the size the distance between the Earth and sun especially in reference to other components of the solar system.

· This model with emphasis on the distances assists in understanding the proximity of other artificial satellites that orbit around planet Earth. The illustration attempts to show the thousands of satellites orbiting our Earth.
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· There are several satellites of considerable importance to northern  locations and many of these are listed under NASA’s website: http://science.nasa.gov/Realtime/jtrack/3d/JTrack3d.html
· Get students to look for satellites in the night sky. Any patient viewer will see a satellite. They are held in position by the earth’s gravitational pull. They are visible because, like the moon, they are illuminated by the sun, they do not create their own light.
The Sun, Planets, the Moon and Stars
	In the space below draw a picture of how you think the sun, Earth, moon, the stars and planets all fit together. Where are they all? Which ones are closest to each other?




	In the space below draw a picture of what a traveling to the moon, planets and sun would be like. Which trip would take the longest?
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Subjects:    1 - Sun. 

                  2 - Stars. 

                  3 - AQSARNIIT. 

                  4 - PUALUTANIKTUQ. 

                  5 - KALLUK (Thunder) 

                  6 - APSAQ. 

Q. What do you call the sun dogs in INUKTITUT? 

A.  When the sun gets two rainbows on both sides, it is called that the sun  had 1TUKLIRUSIQTUQ.  When  they  are  in another position,  a ring around  the sun,  it was called 2NIAQUUSIQTUQ. 

What I think causes them is the wind. 

Q. Are there any words for the phases of the moon in INUKTITUT? 

A. When the moon comes out, and just before it starts to grow, if it comes out  tilted up,  there is a saying that  goes; (VOC)`ANURIMIK NAKSARTUQ.' [ It is bringing wind] What  it means is that  the winds will  prevail as the moon gets bigger. If it comes out in almost a vertical position, it is said that the weather will be fair. When it becomes a full moon, it is than called; (VOC)`NAAQQURUKPUQ' [full moon]. When the moon starts to fade again, when it gets half they use to say that  it  is (VOC) `QULLILLUANNGUQPUQ' [half moon].  It is shaped like a QULLIQ. That is the way it is usually referred to as. 

When there is a sun or a moon eclipse it is called; (VOC)`PULAMAJUQ' [moon eclipse]. 

Q.  There is a star known as (VOC) PITUAQ [milky way galaxy / traditional oil lamp supports]and sometimes called as (VOC) UQSUUTAATTIAQ[], do you know anything about them. 

A.  I have never heard about the UQSUUTAATTIAQ, I have heard about (VOC) TUKTURJUIT [big dipper / these are the caribous],  (VOC) SAKIATTIAT [these are the dogs], which in (VOC) NATTILIK (pn) [Pelly Bay] is called (VOC) AGIATTAAN [the dogs], in Igloolik dialect it is called SAKIATTIAT.  What it might refer to is like in a file. 

Q. Do you know any legends about the stars? 

A.  I do not know any legends about the stars.  But, I have heard that when the colour on the clouds turns reddish when in scattered conditions, at  night,  it  is said that  the (VOC) INUGARULLIGAARJUIT [Dwarves/Gnome] 

Starts the journey to their family elsewhere. When the clouds no  longer have reddish colour, than it is said that they had made camp and  had reached their destination.  That was something  I use to  hear.  When the sun is setting  the clouds usually turns reddish,  so that is the period that they would make these journeys. 

Q. Do you know the legends about (VOC) ULLAKTUT [the runners]? 

A.  In  my time we  knew the stars `ULLAKTUT', but I have never heard it told as a legend. 

Q.  When you were on a journey, did you use any of  the  stars for navigation? 

A. I used TUKTURJUIT (VOC), QUTURJUIT[], and the stars called  SAKIATTIAK . They are the best to use for navigation when returning home. If  I was to come from that direction,  or if I was going home  I would use TUKTURJUIT, the stars move and change  positions so  you can use the position (for observation). 

I really do  not know  anything about it,  as a matter of  fact I hardly ever of it tell, I have never used it as navigation, I did not know that it existed just until now, is that a star? 

Q. What do you know about the 3AQSARNIIT? 

A.  What I  have heard about  the AQSARNIIT,  well, they get very close at times,  when they do  that, they make a swishing sound, when a person is running, they sometimes can make a swishing sound if  they run  fast enough,  so that sound is  comparable to that. When the AQSARNIIT gets to close to you  what you do is,  use your whip and whip overhead  and they will get farther  away. When I and my  wife were on  our way to  (VOC) QAVVIKJUAQ (pn), as we were passing (VOC) QARMAT (pn) we had the same experience with the AQSARNIIT. It was on a partially cloudy evening, so I had been told to that before hand, so  I used  the whip  overhead  and soon  they  were  moving away faster. That is the way it was. 

Q. In the month leading up to Christmas, a star usually comes out that is not visible at any other time, near (VOC) SINGUURIQ [], do you know that star? 

A.  You mean the one that looks bigger? I have heard something about it but I cannot  recall  the name  of the star. What it is said about that star is that, when it comes out that meant it is following the path of the increased  daylight  hours,  it is called (VOC) ULLURIARJUAQ [big star]. 

When the daylight hours were getting longer, they use to refer it to as ( VOC) ULLUNIKPALIAJUQ [when the daylights getting longer]. When  the daylight  hours  are getting shorter, it is  called (VOC) TAUVIGJUAQ [when there’s no more daylight].  I use to hear people say when the daylight hours were getting longer,  I use to hear  them say 

(VOC) QAUMMASIVUQ [daylights getting longer]. 

When the sun is getting higher where it would start to leave the horizon, if you measure it with the sun with your mitt, and if the height of the sun from  the horizon measures full length of the mitt sideways, it is called (VOC) PUALUTANIKTUQ [ measurements with the mitten/sun getting higher ]. 

During  the time  when the  people use to have  primitively hunting equipment they  depended  on the  animals,  so when the period of PUALUTANIKTUQ occurs  they  were  relieved  and  the  prospect of longer days and certainty of games were promising. 

I have never heard of a time when QAGGI  use to be held at this particular time,  what I do know however is that they use to hold QAGGI much  later when the  daylight hours much longer. In those 

days they use to hunt seals by MAULIQ, where their hunting tolls consisted only of harpoons without any firearms. When they felt that they would now have enough food so that they would no longer experience dearth and want, than they  use  to  hold  QAGGI. I personally had not seen a full QAGGI being held in  my childhood. We use to make our home near (VOC) NAUJAAN ( pn) [Repulse Bay], I really have not seen QAGGI held,  except when a large was built at the time when I first saw the 4AKUKITTUT,  so that  was the first time  that I  have seen a QAGGI held. 

Q. What do you call the dawn and dusk in INUKTITUT? 

A.  What it  is  said  about it is that  simply,  that the sun is starting to shine,  as it gets higher than we say (VOC) MAJUALALIQPUQ, [meaning it is climbing], after that when the sun is at its highest and the rays are strong than  that is (VOC) KIAKPALLAKPUQ [when the sun is at it’s highest and the rays are strong].  That is when the rays of the sun starts to be felt. When the sun is going down it is called (VOC) NIPILIQPUQ [the sun is setting]. 

When they were playing wolf they use to say (VOC) `ULURIAQ ANA&&APPUQ' [a star had defecated] when a shooting star fell. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  experience  any  unnatural  phenomenon  or a phenomenon worth noting as rare occurrence? 

A. I personally  had not seen  anything,  but  I have  heard of it tell, when people  would  say  that  they  have  seen something, something that might be bright,  the only thing that  I have seen is the thunder.  The legend has it that there are two KALLUK’s one is  said to look  after the ground  or the earth,  where it keeps working on it to  improve it,  which comes around us  most of the time, while the other hardly ever makes it to this area, this one is known to be really hot that is capable of setting up fires, as 

a matter  of  fact it lights  up the  fires,  it use to be called (VOC) NUNALUK. [This thunder is capable of  lighting a  person] that is why it is called NUNALUK. 

The  only  thing that  I recall  is  the NUNALUK which has  a bad sound, it is a 5IKTULAUQ that can vibrate the  whole body. When it sounded the caribous  that I  was stalking fled on  account of it. The other thunder is good, it's main objective is to make the rich and beautiful,  but the other that  is  known as  NUNALUK is said to be a bad one. As for the (VOC) APSAQ [], well,  if you are close to a lake, you can hear it,  it has a sound familiar to that of thunder,  it will pass right through the Igloo and keep going,  when that happens it can almost extinguish  the flames in the QULLIQ.  APSAQ,  when it does 

that it  was feared.  One time we  were given  that experience at (VOC) NAKVAAQ (pn), it did not affect us,  as it turned out we had a life to live ahead of  us.  When we  experienced that  the flames in our QULLIQ kept getting extinguished. We did not know too much about but as it turned out. We had experienced  the APSAQ.  The lake  had cracked and the sound was similar to the ice cracking but it had a  peculiar sound, so it headed toward our Igloo, it appeared as if it was going to spit the Igloo in half but it would pass, when it passes it would go back to normal.  While it is close by it makes a terrible loud noise.  There were three of  us.  There was IRQITTURQ,  my wife and myself. It was called APSAQ. It is said that when that happens they  are making  the ground so that it gets softer. That was the way they use to say about the time when the people use to get APSAQTAUJUT. That is what I have heard about. It is not a wind, it makes the ground a little shaky and it would soon pass. 
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In the earlier days months were determined by the  moons, but now 

we seemed  to have lost  one of the  moons because in  one of the 

months there are two moons, so, it would appear that the moon had 

been lost. In the past they use to name the month for each of the 

moon,  for instance:  January  was called (VOC) SIQINNAARUT 

[January], the next called (VOC) QANGATTAARSAN [February], 

the third  called (VOC) AVVUNNIQ [March],  the fourth called 

(VOC) NATTIJAN [April] , the fifth called (VOC) TIRIKLUK 

[May] and at that time tents can now be  used,  the sixth called 

(VOC) NURRAIT [June] at  this time the temperatures are getting 

warmer but at times it still get cold even sometimes the ground 

does not thaw out, it is also at this time that the caribou calves 

are born. The next one is (VOC) MANNIK [July], this is when 

the birds start to lay eggs, the next is called (VOC) SAGGARUUT 

[August], this is when the hairs on the caribou  had molted and 

replaced with a thin hair, the next is known as (VOC) 

AKKULLIRUUT [, this is the time the plants called 

3MALIKKAAN starts to  uncoil. This period is the mid season 

where the warm temperatures had reached its peak and it would 

now   start to get cold so that is why the plants MALIKKAAN 

start to uncoil.  At this time the caribou skins are ripe for clothing. 

When the small lakes starts to freeze over this is  called (VOC) 

AKKULLIRUUT [September] in some regions but for  us  in this 

region it is called (VOC) AMIRAIJAUT [October], this not only 

refers to the caribou antler velvets that might start to fall, it is 

also when the skins of the antlers of  the (VOC) KANAJUIT 

[sculpin fish] starts to peel  off as well. The next is when the 

bays start to form ice and the fur on the caribou start to get 

thicker is called (VOC) UKIULIRUUT [November],  at this 

time also the caribous had started to mate.  The next is when the 

ice had formed on the sea, as this was the period when there were 

no radios  available for  any  type  of  communications  with one 

another,  so when the people were now able to  visit another camp 

this moon was called (VOC) TUSAQTUUT [December]. At this 

time camps started to hear from one another. We no longer use 

the name of the moon, now we go by the name of the months. 

In those day they had to  depend on the stars to  keep  the time. 

In particular the stars known as (VOC) AAGJJUUK [morning star] 

were used  to determine the time as they will only show up in the 

morning. This star will change its direction as  the days get longer 

so as  the days are longer it will start to show up later as it gets to 

the position of the day that meant that the bearded seals  are now 

landing towards the land fast ice  where they would  make their 

breathing holes along the newly formed ice on the floe edge. 

After this period, the next. 
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Q. From the moon SIQINNAARUT, we can start with that. 

A. That SIQINNAARUT, this is the time after the clothing had been made which is usually before the sun disappears completely, the woman would try to get all their sewing done before the sun disappear during the dark season. The reason is that they would have to move camp after the clothing had been made. After all the clothing requirements had been completed. This is the time when they are faced with favourable time. They would try and get their sewing done quickly. 

So then when they are able, they will move to another location, at this time the sun had started come out in the horizon. Today we term MAULIQ even when the AGLUS are exposed so that they stand out on the ice. However, the people before us, they use to term MAULIQ in hunting seals with the breathing holes covered in the snow so that you cannot see the AGLU so that one needed to probe the snow in order to find one. This happens when the sun starts to come out. Some would go on to the moving ice by foot to hunt walrus. The is during the month after January. This is the month when the hunters would hunt as I just outlined. 

So then at the moon AVUNNIT, this moon will see slower pace of hunting. The string game AJARAAQ is now played at this time, this is during part of AVUNNIT. Or, different people are living in their separate hunting camps. In one camp a string figure is identified but no one in this camp cannot figure out how this certain figure is made, so someone will go to the next camp to learn how it is made, this are so into it that they would gladly get someone to learn the figure from the other camp. 

When they are not into string games, then they will take on the game AJAGAQ (ball and cup game), this game is a competitive game. In the old days individuals were identified as to what they are based on the time of their birth. For instance anyone born in the summer when there is no ice is identified as AGIARJJUK (old squaw), on the other hand, one who is born after freeze up is identified as AQIGGIQ (ptarmigan). These would compete in the AJAGAQ game. 

Q. After SIQINNARUUT, is it then QANGATTAARSAT? 

A. Yes. 

 Q. What is that? 

A. QANGATTAARSAT. 

Q. What activities took place during this moon? 

A. In those days they use to play ball with a bat, this happens during this time. Of course this ball game was played differently than we are familiar with today. They would have three bases, when a ball is hit, he would go to all the bases trying to get to the home base all at once. For us today, we would go to a base and try to get to the next and so on, but when we feel that we are going to be hit with the ball then we will return to the base. I have just started to see that just very recently, this ball game is now played differently than we were familiar with in the past. 

And again this is a competitive game, there is a hitter and behind him is a catcher. 

Q. What about the games that area hunted during this moon? 

A. They would hunt walrus. Unlike the presently, in those days they did not hunt caribou in the winter. They would hunt basical-ly hunt marine animals. 

Q. What method of seal hunting would they do? 

A. They would hunt by breathing holes. As a matter of fact they would have a dog on leash who will act as a sniffer to find breathing holes. When the dog smell a breathing hole than the hunter would be able to find the breathing hole. 

Q. Is this because the AGLU is beneath the snow so that one cannot see it? 

A. Yes. A hunter without a dog on leash will have difficulty in finding a breathing hole. 

That is the only thing that I have seen, this is at the time when they use to hunt by breathing holes, they would have an AJAUTAQ (seal indicator). When they catch a seal though the AGLU, the wound is plugged so that no blood escapes. The blood is going to be placed in a vessel upon his return home so that it can be fed to the dogs. The blood will not be allowed to seep out to the ground. That was the way it was. 

Q. Then the next moon is NATTIAN (seal pups)? 

A. Yes, this moon is the time when the hunters start hunting for seal pups through the AGLU. Some times, in using a AJAUTAQ, the hunter would try and harpoon the mother and the pup at the same time with one strike. That was one way of hunting seal pups. 

Q. So then both the mother and the pup would be hunted? 

A. Yes. In addition, the pup can be blocked in its cavity in the snow before it dives in through the hole by breaking the roof of the cavity at the breathing hole. Then the hind flippers are going to be tied to a thong and allowed to dive in through the breathing hole. When the mother pulls on the pup the hunter is going to strike his harpoon, this way he is able to catch both seals. 

Q. After that is the TIRILLUIT, what exactly is this moon? 

A. The moon TIRILLUIT will see that the hunters are still hunting through the breathing holes but not as much as previous period. This is the time when they will start to use tents, this is the moon TIRILLUK. At this time if there is a blizzard there is still a possibility that the tent might get covered in snow, so there was not as much activities going on. 

Q. What is hunted during this period? 

A. Hunting still goes on but not as much. In hunting seals the seals have now started to bask on the ice. The hunters would hunt basking seals by stalking, at the same time they are still able to hunt through the breathing holes. 

Q. The next is NURRAIT (caribou calf), what was done during this moon, so would this time be considered as NURRAIT? 

A. Yes. The time we are in now would be considered as NURRAIT. This is the time that you can hunt comfortably, even during the night where you can still glaze the runner of your sled. This is the period when you can make journeys with your entire family. In those days there were no traders in these areas, so one would have to go to places where trading posts had been established. This is the period when long distance journeys were made. So then when caribou calves are born, the ground, at this time, usually melts. So then when caribou calves are born, the temperature is going to drop so that it gets really cold, that is the way it is. Some calves will survive even the temperatures are freezing. 

The moon NATTIAQ, this is the time when seal pups are born, you will see a lot of snow fall so that it will keep the temperature warm during the birthing period. On the other hand, caribou calves is reverse from the seal, that is the way it is. The temperatures are at melting point before the calves are born, but temperatures are going to drop to freezing temperatures, this is termed QIRSUQQAQ. 

Q. This is the period that we are on now? 

A. Yes. That is the way it is. After the freezing temperatures, it will get warm again to melting temperatures, it is at this time that the snow starts to melt. That is the way it is. 

Q. Then the next will be MANNIIT? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What was done during this moon? 

A. This is the period, when people start to gather eggs. The only place that we knew of, in those days, where one could go and col-lect eggs was at SIURAQ. But now there are no more bird eggs. In those days there use to be a lot of common eider duck eggs, the island use to teem with those ducks, but now there are non. 

Q. I wonder why? 

A. People have started to make camp there in the spring, so as a result the ducks no longer go there. 

Q. Then where did they go? 

A. I suppose to another place where there are no people staying. 

Q. The next is SAGGARUUT? 

A. Well, when they are egg gathering they also want to hunt eider ducks, however, they snare them with cords. The cord is place at the nest with stones placed on this, the cord runs through here. The cord is placed around the nest held in place by two rocks, when the hen goes back to the nest it will get snared, that was the way they use to trap eider ducks. 

Q. What about SAGGARUUT? 

A. At this time, hunting seals is basically the thing that is concentrated on. This is the time when the seals are shedding their hairs, at this time the membrane is thicker on the skins. This is the time when skins are prepared to make tents with. The seal skin is sought at this time to make tents with. Other things such as harpoon float, skins for footwear, QAJAQ skin cannot be made from this type of skin. The only thing the skin is good for at this time is for tent. This is the time when the membrane is thicker so that you can splice it in two, the furred part and the membrane part. That was the way they use to make tents with. That was the way it was. 

Q. The next is AKULLIRUUT? 

A. That is right, AKULIRUUT. This is the time when they wanted to catch caribou for clothing purpose. This is the time when the hair on the caribou skin is just right during this moon. 

Q. So this was the period when you hunted caribou for the skin? 

A. Yes, this is the time when caribou skins were sought for clothing purposes. Though they would have hunted caribou at other times but this was the period when they hunted caribou for its skin. The next moon is the AMIRAIJARNNIQ, this is the time when caribou back fat are at its best and the skins are now also good for bedding because the hairs are now much thicker. This is the time when bull caribou are in more demand. Of course you want all of the caribou but now your preference in this period are the bull caribou. 

Q. After AMIRAIJAUT is the UKIULIRUT? 

A. Yes, this is part of AMIRAIJAUT, but the lakes had started to freeze and fishing starts when the ice is still thin. Whenever the ice gets thicker, they no longer fish in the lakes. It is very recently when they have started to use nets that they would also fish in this period. In the past they did not fish during this period. In addition, the people in this area did not hunt caribou in the winter time. My grandfather use to advise against caribou hunting in the winter. This is when the hair on the caribou are still too thick so that it is not suitable for cloth-ing purpose. The only time he allowed caribou hunting was when the hair on the skins were right for caribou skin clothing. He had nothing against hunting caribou for food, but they did not hut caribou as much. It was alright to hunt caribou for food. the main reason why he did not encourage us to hunt caribou was for its skin. 

Q. Next is the TUSARTUUT? 

A. TUSARTUUT, at that time availability of boat was difficult in comparison to today. They used QAJAIT, each family had their own places of their choice where there were more game animals to be had. So when the thickness of ice was enough for one to travel on, in our case we start to go to the mainland after freeze up since we are on the island during this period. This is the time when you can travel pretty well anywhere, this is the time when it is referred to as TUSARTTUUT. You are now able to go to other places where people live. This is the only time when you can get news from other camps, before that you had no idea how the people were doing, 

Q. What was basically hunted during this period? 

A. At TUSARTTUUT, they would hunt seals for the blubber that they would need for the coming winter. The ice is just right so that the hunters basically hunted seals at that time. At the time when they started to trap foxes, even during cold period, you would use blubber for bait, especially when the temperatures are ex-tremely cold that it freezes everything, blubber was preferred for bait. So hunting seals during this time also had fox trapping in mind. The only thing that had commercial value for trade was the fox pelt. 

Q. The next is TAUVIKJJUAQ. 

A. TAUVIKJJUAQ, I am not exactly sure about that one. The only thing is that, during this period, two stars come out. These two stars are known as AKUTTUJUUK. When these stars are seen, even before the sun comes out, the people will feel better as they know that the daylight was going to get longer thereby allowing hunters to hunt longer. 

Q. What would they have hunted during this period? 

A. I am not sure. I believe they would trap foxes after the trading post had been established. Of course they would have done that even before that, but I am not certain about this period. For the people that reside over there, they hunted seal by MAULIQ even during this period. When the moon comes out they are able to get some light but it does not take long for it to go as well. For us in this area, even during the dark period we are able to use our rifles. That is the we are, but for those that are living there, they no longer can shoot because of the darkness even during the day. 

Q. Is that is TUNUNIQ area? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How were they able to tell by the moon that certain things were happening, or were they able to tell that certain moon had a purpose? 

A. I am not certain. They could tell by what they see. When it is certain period then certain things were happening, they were able to tell by the moon. It is not only that, the change of plant and behaviours were also used. One could tell that the change of season by the plants, for instance season would start for the autumn. 

Q. So they were able to tell by the weather? 

A. Yes. This was also applicable to small birds, snow bunting in particular. The chicks can be seen, so then the snow bunting young's feathers turn reddish, that means caribou calf hair is also turning reddish. In addition as autumn approach, snow bunt-ing start to gather into flocks, this is the time when caribou also start to gather. This was one way of determining the move-ment and colour of certain species according to other. That was the way it was. In addition, eider ducklings, when the fur be-neath their wings start to get lighter hair, it is said that in the rivers where fish run, the fish had started to go back to the lakes, this is the time to fish. 

Q. The feathers beneath the wings? 

A. Yes, young eider ducks, this part start to get whiter, they are the same length with other part. It is said that these whiter hairs start to show, this is an indication that the fish had started to run back to the lakes. 

Q. At the time people use to make long journeys, they use to do that more in the spring time, or in the autumn, or in the summer, what was the time of the season that Inuit made more journeys? 

A. Yes, the people would spend the winter in this area, if they want to spend the summer over there, if there was a land that needed to be traveled on to get to the location where you wish to spend the summer at. They would make the journey while there was still snow on the ground to travel on. They would leave as soon as the snow start to melt, they would then make a journey away from the place where they had wintered. 

Q. Would they have made the journey about this time? 

A. Yes, it would be about this time, that is if they are going to be spending the summer elsewhere, this was the time when they started to make those journeys. In addition, if they were to go to the direction of UQUAT, we term UQUAT the area pass SANIRAJAK. If they were to make the journey to that direction, they would wait until later in the spring when the snow is well on its way to melting, the foreshore ice, by then, is getting glazed. This is the time when journeys would be made for those that plan to spend the summer in that area. They would leave well after the people going the other direction have left. 

I am not certain about this area, but this side here, that area is now well into the spring (UPINGNGAAQ). This is pass IGLURJUAT, that area is now spring while we are still winter. It is the same skies but it is earlier than this area, it gets spring much quicker, while we are later. 

Q. Before time pieces were used, what was used to tell time? 

A. Yes, I do not know about that. However, for us, when we uri-nate we do it to a flush toilet. But the people before us when they did not have any toilets, this was the time when they did not drink tea. So then, before they got into bed to sleep they would go outdoors to relieve themselves, then they would get to sleep, when they feel the need to relieve themselves, that means it is morning. This was the way some of the people use to deter-mine the time. 

This also goes for the stars, when they go out and look at the stars, they are able to tell that it is morning. That was the way they use to tell time. This is also applicable for telling the night time. The time when one should go to sleep was also known by the stars, at least they knew them. The three stars that are known as ULLATTUT, they are tilted up, once they are becoming NALIRAISINGMATA (align? horizontal?), that means it is time to sleep. 

It might be about ten o'clock, this was the time when we started to have time piece. 

Q. You mentioned that the stars ULLAKTTUT were used to determine the time when one should go to sleep, were there other stars used to tell time for specific purpose? 

A. This part I am not clear on, I use to hear about the stars TUKTUJJUIT, it is said that `TUKTUJJUIT had up righted that means it is morning'. I have not understood what they meant by `upright'. 

Q. This would be time to get up? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What about when you are two parties and you will be going on your separate ways but plan to get back together at certain time, how would you have determine that, perhaps by the sun location, did you ever do that? 

A. No, I have never heard anything about it. The only thing is that they will be separated for number of days then they would make plans to meet a certain place on this certain day. That was all what was needed, that was the only thing that I have heard about. 

Q. In white people language they can term that they had a short or a long day, was there anything in this line? 

A. I am not certain. When they have things to get done, they would find the day short, when they have something that they have to get done. They will give what needs to be done some thoughts, when that happens, they will find the day much longer. This is when they have so much work to do that they cannot decide what needs to be done, they will find the day longer. 

Q. So they would say that their day was long? 

A. Yes. 

Q. If I was to travel to a certain destination and I knew roughly how far it is, are there terms for that? 

A. Yes. They will find the place long distance away, they will try and reach in one day, if they reach it earlier than antici-pated then they will find the day longer, at the same time they will find the distance short. 

Q. Sometimes time goes fast and sometimes it goes slow? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Is there a term for that? 

A. There is no term that I have heard therefore I do not know anything about it. 

Q. Do you remember the time when the Catholic priests started to give out calendars, there were certain days of the week, like Sundays, how were you able to keep dates? 

A. Yes. They use to have a piece of paper where they would mark something on it. Sundays were marked with `X's, that was the way it was, for other days they were only marked. 

Q. What would they do with dates? 

A. They had a pencil so they would mark it, in the case where they do not have a pencil, they would use a needle to pierce a hole in them, that was the way they would keep track. 

Q. Would they do that everyday, what time of day would they do that? 

A. Yes, everyday when they wake up in the morning they would pierce a hole with needle. 

Q. Would they have a continuous record of days, or were there only few, from what you have see? 

A. Yes, the thing that I have seen, compare it with our calendars with numbers on them. I have seen a piece where there is a mark, with these, this calendar has four Sundays, this block was marked with four, but it changes, as it turned out it is these. 

Q. You mean months like May, June and so on? 

A. Yes, but they were represented differently each time. 

Q. I am not certain who might have wrote this calendar, but it also keep track of the animals that he had caught? 

A. Yes. 

This is what I mean by making marks. We used one these at the time when my younger brother IVALU was born. Yes, they used it for calendar. 

Q. If all of the hunters kept a record of their catch, I would think that some of them would look beautiful, while there would be others that are blank? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Have you ever heard of a story about the time when they use to fish? 

A. The only thing is this, August and the next, about mid period of those months is the time when the fish start to go back to the lakes. 

Q. This is in the summer? 

A. Yes, this is during the month of AMIRAIJAUT, at least the mid part of that, this is the time when the fish are starting back to the lakes and you use fish weirs to catch them. Before this time is up the fish will no longer run back to the lakes, and the next. this one beside it. 

Q. Is that before that? 

A. Later, this is the time when the lakes had frozen over. The red fish known as IVISAARUIT (land lock char), this is the time when they mate, at the same time the caribou are mating as well. This is the time when you can use your fish spear after you had made a hole above the fish bed. When there is a fish at the bed, we would wait for the fish to come to the bed and they would be speared, that was the way landlocked chars were fished. This is not using a lure, the KAKIVAK would just hang in the water wait- ing for fish to show up, as soon as fish comes into view then it would be speared. These were the times that I have seen fishing. 

However, at the time when caribou had moved away from this area, in the autumn they started to use nets so that they could catch fish for Christmas. When they feel that they had caught enough fish for Christmas time, then the nets would be pulled, the fish are saved for Christmas feast. That was the way they use to fish for Christmas. 

Q. Now, in the spring walrus are hunted, would this be happening during the moon of MANNIK, was this practised all the time, or is this walrus hunting at this time just recent? 

A. It was not like that in the past. The walrus use to come right to our beaches, but now there are never walruses, that is the reason why they hunt walrus well away in the main water, they do that while the weather is favourable. This started only when they had started to hunt walrus long distance away, they would hunt walrus while the weather is favourable. In the past the walrus use to come right to our beaches. 

Q. During the moon of AKULLIRUUT, it appears that beluga whales are hunted, was this the same in the past? 

A. It use to be so. However, the beluga whales use to come earli-er while there is still some landfast ice, but now at the time when motorized boats are numerous, the beluga comes in much later in the season, in the past, as the ice started to break up the beluga use to get to this area. That was the way it use to be, but now it seems much later. 

Q. During the moon of SAGGARUUT, is this the time when snow geese have started to moult, were they hunted at that particular time? 

A. We did not have any snow geese in our place. But it was just recently, the ground squirrels (SIKSIK) and snow geese have started to show up. I saw one SIKSIK, and one snow geese, perhaps the female was incubating eggs, that was the only thing that I have seen. As it turned out this was the beginning. The year after that I saw two adult snow geese with four of their young, this is at ALARNNIQ. As it turned out, later on I would see numerous snow geese in flight. Since then, there are now snow geese, the snow geese usually bypass our home. During the moon of SAGGARUUT, the yearlings, the young geese that were just born the previous year, during the moon of SAGGARUUT, they will moult. The adult are still flying, however, when the goslings start to walk around, then the adults will start to moult. When they moult, so when they gain their feathers, they will be able to take flight at the same time as the young, that is the way it is.
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A.   abGetting back to Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit. What is used today, they don't necessarily keep in mind what have been practical at that time. In today's time, for example if you are hunting seal. What the elders know about seals. The animals don't change, we forget that. People change. So, therefore, teaching methods have to change but the hunting methods don't. The seals are going to be in the same places year after year. Be it breathing holes, which are interconnected… if you look at Fury and Hecla, the breathing holes are interconnected from shore to shore; the seals tend to migrate in that certain area, all throughout Fury and Hecla. They don't necessarily stay at the floe-edge. They have all these intricate systems in the breathing holes, and they are all interconnected. There might be some isolations of where the sea pups might be born; that's the only isolation. Otherwise, a seal being a social animal, they are all interconnected, and they tend to congregate at one section or the other. So therefore, that is old knowledge, which can be applied today. But the teaching methods have to be changed somewhat, in that hunting tools are different. The thinking of a hunter is quite different now. 

Q. What do you mean? 

A. If you take the youth, for example. They were brought up in school, so their learning method is written material that they can follow for instruction, whereas the old Inuit way is hands on. You have to be at the location in order to learn, and that was the only method that they would know. When I was a child, adolescent or youth, they didn't teach me hunting at home or in a classroom atmosphere. They taught it out on the land; hands on. Teaching methods have changed today somewhat, in that a lot of it can be in the classroom, a lot of it hands on. And if you combine the two teaching, a youth today is quite different, in that there has to be classroom atmosphere, there has to be written material, whereas when I was growing up there was not written material, it was all hands on. And the way a youth learns today. They learn more by reading about things. They learn more about memorizing, whereas when I was a youth all teaching methods were hands on. Out on the land or out of town. So therefore elders try to rely on that. If for example you have a cultural program, the elders want to be out there, teaching. No classroom instruction whatsoever. But the people in the middle age, in the middle age bracket, like myself, and about the same age, they rather do it both ways, and that's utilizing the better of both worlds. There is some classroom time, and some hands on time out on the land. 

Q. So are the people of your age playing any role in the education of teenagers and children, within the school system? 

A. We do have a role, in that we know what works for the youth and we know what works for the elders. We have an edge on that, because we lived in both. We know what works. The classroom atmosphere, we know that helps you to memorize what's out there, what to look for. Whereas the elders, everything was hands on when they were growing up. And that's all they are used to. They are not used to classroom instruction, so therefore they tend to go to the old ways. And in today's time that's not adequate. There has to be both, combining the better of both worlds. 

Q. Is that happening right now? 

A. It's not happening per-se as for every instruction. Like if it's seal hunting, it's not happening much. But in a survival course, where you have some classroom time and some time on the land, that's what it works. And in today's time you try to combine new technology and old traditional knowledge as well. So you try to combine the two. It might conflict some times. For example, GPS and traditional methods of navigation. They really conflict. 

Q. They do? 

A. They do. One reason being that GPS gets you from point A to point B. And just from point A to point B only. It doesn't give you the dangers that are in between point A and point B. Whereas in traditional knowledge, like I was mentioning earlier, in order to be an effective hunter you have to know where you are at all times between point A and point B. You know what's under the ice, you know what's under the snow, you know what's there. But a GPS doesn't tell you that. It doesn't tell you the dangers of thin ice, it doesn’t tell you the better routes to take if you are going from point A to point B. It just gives you the direction where you should go. 

Q. Are you worry when you see a young person using a GPS? 

A. Oh yes. There is a big worry. If they rely on a GPS and a GPS only, there is a chance that they may get into thin ice and they wouldn't know. There is a chance that they might fall of a small cliff, because they are going from point A to point B, and the GPS only points towards where you are going. It doesn't keep in mind the dangers between those two, whereas in traditional navigation you look for everything in between point A and point B. Be it thin ice or ice that might brake off or land that's not safe, for example a ravine, a cliff, or a rocky outcrop. It doesn't give you that. Whereas in traditional knowledge it does. You look out for everything that's between point A and point B, and that's the difference between modern navigation and traditional navigation. 

Q. So what would be your position on the use of GPS? 

A. I can use it if the need arise. And the need would arise if I am traveling in a fog, and if I don't know where I am going. For example in a calm day in a boat, where you don't have a ripple, seaweeds are not there, then it would become handy. But I have no regard to rely on a GPS, even though it's there. 

Q. And that would be the advice that you would give to a younger person. 

A. It would be, but it cannot be happening either, in that modern technology is constantly approaching us, so therefore they tend to utilize that more than they do [with] the elders. If a young person asks a GPS where a certain place is; that GPS will tell him, tell that young person. But if that young person approaches an elder and asks where that certain place is, that elder is going to go detail by detail, and then describe what is before that, not necessarily where that is. Describe this comes out first, like a bay, a point, an inuksuk, and so on and so forth. As you progress, they'll tell you exactly what to expect. And a youth doesn't have time for that. He wants to know where that place is. 

Q. So maybe that youth will not learn some of the methods you were talking about? 

A. Yes, yes. 

Q. Such as reading the snowdrifts… 

A. And it is happening, mind you. There are some people of my age who rely on GPS because their fathers didn’t sit down with them or took them out on the land to teach them where to go, how to get there, what's dangerous. They haven't done that. 

Q. So in your approach… even though you know how to use a map and how to use a GPS, you usually rely on the traditional methods… 

A. Yes. And overtime, if you keep practicing, it is almost like a science. And maybe it is a science, as a matter of fact, but nothing written. It's just mental, it's just knowledge passed on from generation to generation. 

Q. So do you think if that knowledge is written, that would help younger generations? 

A. It can be written, but a lot of the information is going to be omitted, as a matter of fact, because it is not an exact science. It is sort of what they have learned over and over, and each person has progressed differently, so therefore what one person knows another person might say is wrong. And yet, they can get from point A to point B quite equally. So there is going to be conflicting information in that instruction, if it became written down. 

Q. So there is not such a thing as an Inuit method of navigation? 

A. There is. There is. There is, as a matter of fact. It's hard to explain but, again, it’s what you have learned over time. I can say safely that if you take a farmer, down south. What that farmer knows, has it been passed on from books? No! It has been over experience, over time. And maybe it was a family of  pig farmers that has been passed on from generation to generation. So what they know about pig farming, for example, is what has been passed on. Not necessarily what they learned from books. And each pig farmer is quite different in how they raise their pigs. The same thing with Inuit knowledge; each family has its own knowledge about navigation, and it's being passed on from generation to generation. Some hunters use stars, some cannot rely on stars. Some use snowdrifts, but then there are others that try to use the sun, for example. We are on the land of midnight sun. And at midnight the sun is directly north. At noon is directly south. And then in today's time, using maps and … [difficult to understand], that would be the preferred method, the sun. In that at midnight the sun is in the north, at lunch the sun is in the south, and that's what you rely on. Using either your watch and the sun you can pretty well navigate using that as well. Again, that's been with practice, it came to be. Not necessarily introduced as written material, but with practice. And navigation is the same. What has worked in the past still works today. So, therefore, valuable information might have been passed on from generation to generation, but with a little bit of different language. Inuktitut being an active language, alive, is constantly changing. An elder might be talking about navigation, but the youth doesn't understand everything the elder is saying. So now you have to keep in mind what the youth may be able to understand. So the language is been played down. Traditional knowledge doesn't work as equally then, because of that language barrier. So we have all these things playing in navigation, and we have to keep all those things in mind. So therefore navigation, you might even say, is changing. The methods of navigation. It's the same concept, same theory, but the language has changed because of the people that you have to accommodate, the youth. Where the language is at?, that's what you have to think about now. 

Q. Do you think the use of snowmobiles has contributed a little bit to that change? 

A. Oh yes. We can cover in an hour what we used to have to cover in a day. If you are, you know, going at a fast speed? [difficult to understand] (? 16.5), and you, going at that speed you don't look around you much. You are mainly following the trail and that's what you are focusing on. Whereas if you are traveling by dog team, you have all this time to look around, and what you see is sort of implanted in you. You might even say that some of the hunters have photographic minds, because we can describe a certain area of land, even if we don't see it. What it looks like. What's facing what? And that's over time that you acquire these skills. But with snowmobiles going fast you don't have time to look around you. You are trying to keep up with the guy ahead of you or you are trying to cover as much distance as what they can provide. So it is changing quite fast… 

Q. You wanted to talk about stars. 

A. Ok. Stars. There are a few stars that we use. Mainly the north star, NUUTUITTUQ. You can use that but… there is a but here. It's almost directly overhead. And if you are going … [difficult to understand]… of a hill, it can't be directly overhead because it won't tell you where you are going. So that star is not all that reliable. Again, with constant use of stars, you sort of can determine where a certain constellation is going to be at a certain time. So you have to keep in mind the time and the constellation. So you have know how the world evolves around stars, and that takes practice. A lot of practice. So, therefore, stars are not used as much because there is all that knowledge you have to acquire in order to be effective in navigating by stars. 

Q. But you do use stars… 

A. We do use stars. For example, if we notice a star at a certain location at six o'clock in the evening, and you are out on the land at six o'clock in the evening, you can use that star. You know, the lower stars, not the ones right above your head; the ones that are more at the horizon. 

Q. Do you know the names for those stars? 

A. Not necessarily. You don't necessarily have to know their names. You have to know where they are at a certain time of the day, or where they are at a certain time of the year as well. So you have time, that plays here. Either time of the day, of the month, or time of the year. Or time of a certain lunar cycle. So you have to keep all those things in mind if you are going to use the stars. And that can be very tricky, in that stars in the summer are quite different than the ones in the winter. Because, again, the earth rotates, and then it sort of waivers a little to a certain side. So therefore constellations change. Or maybe even planets, for example. Some times they are visible, some times they are not. Again, depends on what time of the year, at what year, at what millenium. Because, again, the planets are constantly changing. So therefore, what the elders have said was, there are certain stars that you cannot use. Meaning, the planets. Because they are never in one place. They are constantly changing. If you look at the planets revolving around the sun, the earth revolves 365 days around it, other planets don't. Some take longer some take shorter. So therefore they are not as reliable as some of the constellations. For example, the big dipper. It is very visible. And then you can use the big dipper determining at what angle it is to the horizon. You can actually tell what time it might be, and then you can use it as… 

Q. Because the big dipper has the shape of a caribou, right? 

A. Yes. And then, it is one of the first ones that we learn about. TUKTURJUIT. It is the first one that is introduced to us because of that north star being in line with two of the stars. The big dipper being very visible. The little dipper is not as visible. So you tend to use the big dipper in order to determine where the north star is. So that's what the elders have told us. Watch where the big dipper is and you will determine where the north star is. 

Q. When you are coming from the north toward Igloolik, do you use any stars to set your bearings. 

A. Not necessarily. What I have used more is snowdrifts. Because prevailing wind determines what kind of snowdrifts are created. If it is not the prevailing wind, then the snow tends to be smooth. So there is no defined lines on the snow. But the prevailing wind creates this certain type that you tend to use time and time again. 

Q. Back to stars. How do you work your bearing using a particular star? 

A. Let's say that I am trying to get from here to a fishing place on Baffin Island. I am traveling, and I am using the snowdrifts. And then it is starting to get dark, and there is a star there. You go towards that star, and about an hour later you tend to move more to the left because the stars are moving this way [pointing at the opposite direction]. So you have to keep in mind that the stars are constantly moving. Slowly but they are moving. So when it first gets dark, you are going towards the star, and an hour passes, you have to go a little bit to the left, and so on and so forth. Until some times the star is to your right. Depending on how long you are traveling. If you are traveling six hours, it would be to your right. So you would have to keep other stars in mind that are close to that. So at first you are going toward this star, and then in about half an hour you go to the next star, and the next star and the next star. So it is rather tricky trying to use stars. 

Q. It seems that it requires a lot of observation. 

A. Yes. Observation and timing. That's why it's not the preferred method of navigation. 

Q. But you were saying that different people use different methods. 

A. Yes. 

Q. So perhaps some people don't use stars at all? 

A. Some don't. Some don't even know the names of the stars. 

Q. Have you met anyone that uses stars as perhaps the main method? 

A. No, there is nobody using them as the main method because, again, they are constantly revolving around the earth, so they are not a reliable source, whereas a snowdrift doesn't change. Year after year is the same direction. Some years it might change a little, but not very drastic. Not drastic enough to get you way off course. 

Q. Is there anything else you want to add about the stars? 

A. Let's say the moon. Let's take the moon for a navigational tool. The only way I can use the moon is using the brightness, because it is constantly moving! And again, depending on the lunar cycle, if it's a full moon, if it's new, if it's half moon, if it's half moon to becoming a full moon, if it's half moon to becoming a new moon. You have to keep all this in mind as well. So it is not as reliable either. So what I have used the moon more is to see the ground. And that's pretty much the only use I have of the moon for navigation. I don't use it for direction finding. I use it mainly for light, to see the snowdrifts. 

Q. And you were also telling me that you use the moon in relation to ice movement. 

A. If you look at the new moon. At nine o'clock in the morning the tide is going out. At 3 o'clock in the afternoon the tide is going in. The same thing with the full moon. The full moon and the new moon are pretty much the same, in that at nine o'clock in the morning the tide is starting to go out. I mean, away from the bay. And at three in the afternoon the tide is going in; it's rising. So it helps you to determine at what time you will be going to the floe edge. Or it determines how long you can stay on the moving ice. From the face of the moon. 

Q. If you have finished with the stars, I will change the topic. I am curious about how you remember the trip to Greenland. You went there in 1987. How do you feel about that trip? 

A. I feel I accomplished something in that Qillaq being one of my ancestors, my grand father's great uncle… my grand father's grand mother's brother… I feel I accomplished something in that I retraced an ancestor, and there was more significance to the Greenlanders on that. What they [ the migrants from Baffin Island] had brought there, pretty well saved the Greenlanders. They didn't know how to build a qajaq, they didn't know how to build a snow-house. There were other hunting implements that had been lost. Because at one point the elders had died, maybe from famine, and it was all young people now that didn't have that knowledge that was required to build the igloo, to make a bow and arrow, to make a qajaq. So therefore, it was very significant for the Greenlanders for him to get there. And then I think it was equally significant for myself and my cousin and my nephew to get to Greenland as well, 125 years later. So, if you look at that, we brought technology with us because we had radio telephone. They acquired the radio-telephone afterwards, after they saw that when we were using it we could communicate with home. To Igloolik and beyond. 

Q. Really? 

A. Yes. And when they saw that, they got radio-telephone for the communities. And now you can hear them on the radio. We brought technology with us. Whereas Qillaq also brought technology but from that era. We brought technology with us from this era. 

Q. So you introduced the radio in those communities? 

A. It wasn't introduction. They had known about them, but then they saw it in operation. They had gone to Grise Fjord, Arctic Bay, Pond Inlet and seen them. But they hadn't tried them at home. So when they saw that it could work from their land as well, that's when they decided that they needed something like that. 

Q. Throughout the trip from Igloolik to Greenland, did you face different navigational situations? 

A. Yes. They were different, but then, what I found, the prevailing snowdrifts, they were the same right through. they were all facing northwest. You can use that if you know where you are going. 

SIDE ENDS 

Q. You were saying that the snowdrifts didn't change at all. 

A. Yes, the snowdrifts didn't change at all. If you look at the map that we were using, glaciation for example. Glaciation pretty mach carves the land, and it is the same from here to Greenland, they are all facing the same direction. So you can use valleys as well to determine where to go. So it is not just snowdrifts, it is the land itself as well, where you have glaciation coming in, and there are all northwest. That's all the glacier melted off. So it was snowdrifts, glaciation, and then, it was 24 hours day light so we couldn't use the stars. We brought with us range finders and sun compasses. The compass was useless there. Because we were pretty much at the same level as the magnetic north pole, so the compass was useless. Being so close to the magnetic north pole, it tends to go anywhere; at one point it was facing directly west, at another point it was facing southwest; so you had to keep the deviation in mind in using that, and the deviation can be very big, to the point in which it can be 90 degrees, it could be even more. So therefore the compass was useless if you didn't keep it updated daily, and we didn't have time for that. We had more in our hands; for example, getting from campsite to campsite, or hunting for dog food or other things that we had to do. 

Q. So all the navigation was basically non-instrumental? 

A. We didn't use instruments. The only time we used an instrument was when I had a bet with Renee. We said we were on this lake on the map, and I said we were on that lake. So we took the sun compass out, all those other things (laughs) and then eventually I won (laughs). So that proved  a lot to me, in that I thought I knew where I was, and it verified that. So, again, that's a mark of a season hunter, knowing where you are at all times. 

Q. And right now, do you think you have most of the trail in your head? 

A. Yes. It's all in my head. Nothing written. 

Q. Could you go without a map? 

A. Oh yes. I have gone to Greenland, I can follow the same route to Greenland. 

Q. So after one time you can fairly remember… 

A. Yes. And again the land is quite distinguishable as you progress in that it is quite different from day to day and then, keeping that in mind, at least you know what to expect. It is not monotonous. It's not rolling hill after rolling hill. There are some points on the land, for example an inuksuk, a ravine, a cliff, a valley, an island, and that's what you look for, and then you learn to expect what's next. 

Q. Now, that was a quite remarkable and exceptional trip, right? Because these kinds of long trips are not very common among Inuit? 

A. I don't think so. If you look at the guy I retraced, who had done it 125 years earlier. And then other people have gone throughout that route, from Igloolik, as a matter of fact, at a later date, which aren't even talked about, which are not even recorded in history books. But the funny thing is that Oblate missionaries have recorded it; that a certain family had gone to Greenland, let's say in 1930, a certain family went to Greenland in about 1920, and so on and so forth, and they have recorded the dates. So it has been done. They have had massed migrations. And if you look at my trip as exceptional, I don't think it was. If you look at my father… even before I was born he had gone right around Baffin Island, to pretty much each outpost camp around Baffin Island, and that was done in one year. 

Q. In one year? 

A. Yes, in one winter. 

Q. What was the reason? 

A. No reason. Just to explore. 

Q. By himself? 

A. With family. And there are other people we have done that; they have explored to find out what it was over the next hill. 

Q. So it is not only hunting or trading the reasons for traveling. 

A. Exploration, curiosity, or visiting relatives who had migrated 20 or 10 years earlier. They have heard about those people moving somewhere, so they go and check how they are doing. 

Q. I heard some time ago that for Inuit people to tell the story of the trip is as important as the trip itself. Is that true? 

A. Yes, it is true. It is a learning experience that other people can benefit from, and you keep that in mind, that other people could benefit from the knowledge I was acquiring on that trip. A good example is when we were going to Greenland… We stayed in Pond Inlet for a week. One evening we sat down with the elders to get the input on what was the best route to take when crossing from, let's say, Devon Island to Ellesmere, or from Ellesmere to Greenland. Where is the best place to cross. Coincidentally some of those folks had gone through that trip 20 years earlier, so they told us all the details of where they went, and when they were talking about their trip we learned something from that. You know, that would be the trail to take, or that's not the trail to take. If they said they had to turn back at a certain section, and then go on another route, then we won't make that mistake. We'll go to the route that they have used. And then, they had the use of maps to tell as where they had made that mistake. So therefore we didn't make the same mistake that they did. That would have probably cost us three extra days, just to make that mistake. The telling of the trip is a learning experience for the person who is listening, or the person who is going to be taking that trip also. So the good part is that it is a learning experience and you won't make that mistake. You can avoid them. You can go to the correction that they had to make on their route. 

Q. So I would guess that when you came back from Greenland you were asked to tell the story of the trip. 

A. Oh yes. Actually we had a radio show, a local radio, where we spent a couple of evenings, just talking about the trip. One of the elders doing the interview about the trip. And we didn't cover bits of pieces of the trip. We covered from day one, and we progressed. The way he asked the questions didn't allow us to jump from here to there. It made us talk from the day we left, the first few days, the next few days, and so on and so forth, to the point that half of the trip was covered one evening and the next half another evening. Again, it was a learning experience for the people who were listening. They would know what to expect if they were going to take some of that route. 

Q. Of course it wasn't only geographic information that you were giving… 

A. Yes, it was dangers that were involved, the scared… (?(10.5) [hard to understand] of animals, and other interesting features about the land as well. So that was what they wanted to hear. Because if somebody is going to go through that, they want to know what to expect around the next hill, around the next point… 

Q. Ok. Let's see… 

A. What have we forgot? 

Q. Landmarks? 

A. OK, landmarks. If you look at landmarks, it can be anything. Anything on this planet. Anything that is sticking out. But the think I find that has help me for navigation is inuksuks. Each inuksuk is different. It can have the same shape, be it three rocks, be it four rocks, be it a whole number of rocks. It can have the same shape. But… there is a but here. If you are going to rely on inuksuks as your navigational tool, you have to know how many rocks there are. There are some inuksuks that are hard to distinguish, for example if it is four rocks on the top of each other. There is an inuksuk with four rocks, and then in the next hill there is another inuksuk with four rocks. Some people prefer just a small inuksuk like that. You have to look closely what each rock looks like in order to be able to use it at a later date. So therefore inuksuks, you know, they stick out. But a rock, a rock by itself, without any other rock on top… 

Q. Sorry, before you leave the topic, do you have different names for inuksuks? 

A. No, they don't. They don't have names, they are just there to mark the trail. They can be random. They can be on this hill, on top of this hill, sometimes they are even at the low lands. Or just somewhere where somebody have camped, and then decided to make an inuksuk. Not necessarily to mark a trail, but maybe out of boredom, you know, a lot of times is out of boredom that they build these things. There are a lot of inuksuks. If you look at Melville Peninsula, and you wander around Melville Peninsula, you are going to run into thousands of inuksuks. Thousands. If you travel enough, and each one is different. And how you remember those inuksuks? I don't know what we do! If you have seen one, and then you sort of remember what it looks like… A good example is by Lailor Lake… there is an inuksuk. The first time I ever saw it. It's five rocks on top of each other. But there is a distinguishing rock, the forth rock. It points towards Igloolik. And that has helped me to determine where Igloolik is. And then on a clear day I ran into that inuksuk, and I looked at it, to the point that I went around it to see if there was a distinguishable mark about it. And I found that it was pointing toward Igloolik. There was a rock, sort of an arrow rock that was pointing toward Igloolik, and then, you know, it was coincidentally a marker to say "Igloolik is that way." And after about three years down the road, I run into that inuksuk again, while I was temporarily misplaced, trying to get home in a blizzard… "Ah, the inuksuk that I have seen pointing to Igloolik; then Igloolik is that way," so it got me going there. You know, little things like that. 

Q. When I interrupted you, you were going to talk about rocks. 

A. Rocks. Each island, each piece of land, has different rocks. Not so much on the other coast of Hooper Inlet because it's all raised beaches. But each raise is different; the one closer to shore are at a lower level so therefore they are not as big, but then as you get further inland the raised beaches are higher and they are more pronounce. So, if crossing over these things, just getting from the top of the land to the shore, you can determine where you are, just for the different raised beaches that there are there. Again, over practice, over use of the land. Over time. You get to learn how far the raised beaches are at a certain point of land. Some times there is a rock; be it black, be it red, be it brown, be it light color. You get to the point where you can recognize them, even though they don't have a name. You can get to recognize where they are. 

If for example we go across Fury and Hecla, and we are trying to get into, let's say, Asta Lake; that's a fishing place. And then you hit on to the shore, on the other side; you look at the rocks. The rocks near the end of the peninsula are quite different from the rocks at the base of the peninsula. The change is gradual; you can pretty much determine where you have landed because you pretty much know what the rocks might look like. You can determine from the size of the rocks as well. Glaciation. That peninsula was created by glaciation. The ice as is melting off, it's grounding the ground, and the ones been left behind earlier are the bigger rocks, and the ones being grounded constantly are smaller. It is the same for every bit of land, where glaciation has really occurred. So you learn what part of the land it is, knowing what glaciation took place. You have to keep all these things in mind when you are navigating. 

And then, let's say you are traveling east. As you progress, the topography changes. You hit the Canadian shell(?), and then you hit raised beaches, and the next stretch is Canadian shell. But that Canadian shell has rocks that are mounted over rocks; let's say you have three rocks, and there is a big rock on the top. As if somebody had gone around putting these things on. Glaciation did that. And those are quite different, and they are concentrated at a certain section of land. So if you start seeing those rocks, you pretty much can determine where you are because of that change that has occurred on the topography. So rocks are quite different wherever they are. 

Q. So inuksuks and rocks. Those would be the main landmarks you use? 

A. And hills. Different shapes and different sizes. 

Q. And when you are describing a place to someone else you convey all this information. 

A. Pretty well, yes. 

Q. Could you do it in English or is Inuktitut better suited for this kind of description? 

A. If you are fluent in Inuktitut is a lot easier. If I try to convey the information to an old Inuk, I would use the words that he is familiar with. by young people?
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Q. How can we notice the changing weather in a time like right now the weather is very nice but how can we find out when the weather is going to change in the near future? 

A. I could tell you some things but some of the things I could not tell you. The only thing I could tell you is the haze (SINGUMAJUQ) that starts to cover the sky before a storm is coming is a major sign of a storm to a point where when you go outside it is hard to inhale the cold air ( KAANNIUMIJUQ) to a point where your tears run from inhaling the cold air, because the weather becomes very cold just before a storm. Sometimes when the coldness of the weather is so sharp that it bite your skin it usually indicates that the winds will start to blow soon. I don't know much about the weather in the summer time the only way to determine how the weather will be like is by watching the clouds when there is wind coming up the certain clouds form ahead of time before the winds actually starts to blow. Sometimes too when the sun is shining the warmth of it becomes too sharp then usual-ly it is in the part of the day the weather will change within that same day. In the summer time when the heat of the sun is too warm in the beginning of the day it is almost positive that the weather conditions will change in the same day. 

Q. When the weather is changing does the current have an effect on the changing of weather too? 

A. Well I never notice so much about the current having an effect but the PITURNNIVIKJJUAQ  sometimes causes the wind to blow stronger but not all the time so I cannot tell you that it is the cause. I have heard from elders from another communities that it does have an effect but it is not like that all the time in this region maybe because of no mountains but sometimes the wind will blow hard sometimes  when it does happen the water rises very high, higher than most of the time usually in the fall it happens to a point that we all have to pull up our boats further than the usual shoreline. 

Q. We all know when there is a full moon there is a stronger current, it is because there are two things we hear about one is when there is a full moon the current is stronger and the other is when the full moon is passing the current is a stronger. 

A. I have noticed that sometimes the stronger current happens when there is a full moon and sometimes it is right after the full moon. PITURNNIQ sometimes coincides with the full moon and sometimes it is when it is just past. 

Q. You never noticed that every time there is a full moon the current is the strongest all the time? 

A. It is usually during this time but it is never exactly on that day of the full moon but always during this time. But for sure the current is never strongest when there is a half moon. I have observed and noticed the current is strongest when there is a full moon and there is a new moon but never when there is half moon. 

Q. Do you know if the strength of the current differs to the full moon current from the new moon current? 

A. The full moon current (PITURNNIQ) is stronger than the new moon current. 

Q. The hunters need to observe the weather conditions when going out on a hunting trip but sometimes when we are anxious to go out on a trip sometimes we really don't observe the weather conditions very well before going out, how do you think we should observe the weather before we go out on a hunting trip? 

A. I usually observe the temperature in the winter time because when the cold bites your face it is better to assume the blizzard is not far away even if the sky conditions are good there is a blizzard nearby. That is what I observe when I go out, when it is cold but not biting it is because the weather around you is clear. 

Q. What about in the spring and summer how can you find out the wind will be blowing? 

A. I really don't know in temperature change the horizon usually tells when there is a haze around the horizon then there is winds developing around us in the very near future. 

Q. In the summer time the horizon is usually very clear that you could see everything on the horizon but sometimes it gets hard to see the horizon clearly why is that? 

A. I think it usually indicates winds coming ahead the only way I find out about winds ahead is when the land on the horizon ap-pears to be higher than usual and looking closer than usual that usually indicates that there is some winds ahead of us. When that happens when I have to go out to places like Siuraarjuk and if I did not have a fast outboard motor I would be risking myself to get there because the winds might start to blow before I get there. 

Q. Even when we are here in the community the land across from here, Qupiruqtuuq sometimes appears to be very far away  and sometimes it appears to be very close and sometimes it looks to be high. 

 A. These type of visual changes in the distance indicate not only the winds but also when there is going to be really calm and clear it also changes but I am never sure whether it is going to be really windy or if it will be calm and clear sometimes I am mistaken by that visual change. One thing I know for sure that there is a sign when there is a good weather ahead of us for a long time but I don't really understand which kind of sign it is but when there is windy period ahead the land around us appears to look higher than usual it is indicating winds ahead. I had seen this happening when I had been caught by winds after the land looks to be closer and higher. 

Q. When you are out away from home and need to cross IKIQ in order to get home and when the horizon is changing after a good weather what would be your advise on traveling whether to quick-ly pack up and rush home or wait until the wind is over? 

A. I am not sure I would rush home if there is no winds yet at the time I noticed the horizon, because the winds would be blow-ing by the time you are traveling but usually there is time to cross the IKIQ if the winds were not already blowing. If there is some ice it is easier to cross the IKIQ because the pieces of usually help to prevent the waves to go higher. It is harder if there is no ice it depends too on a season if it is in the summer time you can go ahead to travel before the winds starts to blow hard but in the fall season it is harder to go ahead when the waves are larger at that season. 

Q. In the summer time when you are getting ready to go on a long distance trip, the anxiousness of leaving sometimes causes trou-ble what do you think of people being overly anxious to travel? 

A. I am not sure but sometimes when there is SAMANNGAAQTUQ (??) it usually indicates that the IKIQ has high waves ahead of our region and people start to go out is usually causes worrisome but usually it causes people to return because of the waves. It is better to return when you are leaving and there is too much waves. 

Q. We all know there are different kinds of clouds do you know what kinds of clouds are the signs of change of weather? 

A. Maybe because there are different kinds of winds, when there is strong UANGNIQ winds coming up there are certain kinds of clouds that appear that are different clouds that form from those of clouds that will form when there is going to be winds from NIGIQ. When there are separate rounded black clouds appearing it means that there will be strong winds for at least couple of days when these kinds of clouds form. The other forms of clouds are of thin long lines usually appear it usually happens in the next day or two the winds will start to blow. That is what I have learned about them. 

Q. Some people say that some clouds are known as UGJJUNGUAQ, which clouds are these? 

A. These are the dark rounded clouds that appear when UANGNNAQ winds are coming up ahead. When these appear sometimes it takes at least couple of days before the winds start to blow but some-times but not often the winds might start to blow the following after the first appearance of the dark clouds. You can make a note when you see these clouds you may say to yourself that these are suppose to be the warning clouds the following day when the winds have not start to blow yet, you have to know that it nor- mally takes two days until the wind starts to blow. 

Q. What about thick fluffy round clouds that look to be coming from a smoke even when there is no smoke that is causing the formation of these? 

A. I only heard about them for summer forecast when these kinds of clouds form that are looking like smoke. When these appear it means that the winds will not start to blow in the near future they are calm clouds and even when these kinds of clouds appear, we could pack up to go walrus hunting and always sure enough when there are these clouds you could go walrus hunting without facing any winds during that trip. When we use to live across from here (AKIANI) we depended on these cloud formations they were reliable when you have to leave the land into the open waters ( SAMMUKTUT) they were known as calm clouds. When these cloud formations appeared our father would advise us that we could take a large load of meat on our boat to bring back home. 

Q. I often notice clouds that are thin pointed clouds appearing I think it's because I am out more on calm days that these clouds towards south appear and they are long but thin and normally towards south what are these clouds indicate? 

A. I am not certain I was never warn about these kinds of formation of clouds but I should have observed these too myself but I was never warned about these clouds. It is when thin clouds from that side(??) they normally appear across the sky where the wind will blow from the long shapes never go along with the winds. That is what I have noticed and how it was taught to me. 

Q. What about when there is a overcast skies for a length of time and finally from NIGIQ direction clear skies appear from the horizon and slowly start to cover up the whole sky or even from UANGNAQ what is that mean? 

A. I never really find out through experience but elders say when the clear skies start from its KIVATI (KIVAMMINIT) it is said that the sky conditions will be clear for a while from that on, I was told that it was the fact. I cannot point out where the KIVAMMIUT are but I was taught that it was that direction. 

Q. We have been talking about the weather for awhile but if there is anything that I did not ask about that you would like to say you may do so now. 

 A. I can't  tell you anything more. 

Q. When we were surviving only by hunting, it was very important to observe the weather all the time. We know in the community we could depend on weather forecasts from other sources but once we leave the community we have to know from our own knowledge. Because of this do you think that we should continue to observe the weather all the time for our own knowledge? 

A. Yes, it is important and better to have the knowledge of the weather and forecasting unless if you plan to stay in the commun-ity all your life but for people who likes to go out hunting it is better observe the weather rather than depending on the weath-er forecast on the radio. Some of us started to go off hunting with others before we had weather forecasts on the radio and traveled on a long distance trips it was important to learn about the weather. When you observe closely I think it is possible do a long term forecast for instance when the sky is hazy and extra cold (SINGUMAJUQ) and some other days it is better in some other days but after a good windy day the following day usually clears and the blowing snow does not normally last for a long time and that could be forecasted. But when the extra cold weather is lasting for a long time it usually indicates that the blowing snow normally sets for about the same time as the extra cold weather conditions that just past. That is what I have noticed it is good to observe the length of these abnormal weather condi-tions. Right now the extreme cold weather conditions have been lasting for a long time I would predict a cloudy skies in the near future if not a good blowing snow is ahead of us. We did not make the weather so it hard to have the full knowledge of it but it is better to have the knowledge of these things that way you could protect yourself from being harmed by the nature if you are going to be hunting some days in life. 

Q. You are pretty sure that the weather will not exactly tell you that "I will not be nice or will be nice in the future" because it does not talk, is it not true? So do you think that someone who will be traveling at one time or the other in his life should always observe the weather? 

A. When the person has to travel within the area close by it is not so important but if they need to be traveling outside this region then they should have been observing the weather them-selves. 

Q. I know it is hard to get to know the weather by heart but do you think one could learn to forecast by observing all the time? 

A. Yes, one could learn to forecast by observing. 

Q. How did you learn about observing when you were a child and lived outside this community, when we were children and when we were waken up or woke up on our own because back then we use to wake up early in the morning, we would be asked to go out so we would do that and when we come back inside we would be asked where the wind is coming from or if the skies were clear or if it was cloudy, and if we did not notice these things we would have to go out again to observe, when we are back we would be able to tell how the weather was. I guess the father, usually the father would have already been out and already know what the weather was like. Is that how you were taught too? 

A. Yes, I have needed to go out again to observe but it is when I started to along with other to go hunting that I started to observe the clouds and extreme cold weather conditions and they indicated the blizzards and high winds ahead of us. 

Q. I am sure we all were children at one time when you were a child do you remember your parents telling you childrens things? 

A. Probably but I don't recall many of them. 

Q. The first thing we seem to do is not paying attention to things even after we start to remember things and then we began to pay attention to our parents, do you remember as a child being lectured about a good life and what you have to do to other people or about personal belongings or what you have to do about meat that you caught from your animal catch and how things would happen to you if you treat the things the way you do in different ways so that you may have a good life? 

A. Well I use to be told to be kind to animals and look after things and if I had the knowledge of others who did not have food to eat and I had some of these myself then I was encouraged to share my food because people are thankful when they don't have anything and when they are given things that they don't have. So that is the thing I often remember even when I do not share my food all the time I still remember that. There were other things too but I don't remember them all. 

Q. Have you ever been lectured about marriage before you were married but were old enough to marry maybe by your mother, be-cause our mothers seemed to have given us lectures more than any other people, did your mother lecture you about how you should treat your wife ahead of your marriage? 

A. I do not recall in specific wordings other than having to be good to my wife and to treat her well but how should I be good to my wife I do not know. 

Q. When you were a teenager of a young person, when we are young we are normally were lectured to be good in things we do like in caring for our family, going out hunting with others in winter or summer as you are traveling with your parents but later you don't travel with them anymore problems if they may be that you have family problems or you are out hunting and bad weather catches you out there and you get stuck. At those times you feel that you are hopeless but you remember the lectures that you got from your parents. Does that ever happen to you and realize how useful these lectures had been in the past? 

A. Yes in some cases when I was out hunting something unexpected happens to you by accident. These are the times when you recall the things that you were lectured about before or even before we had fast boat motors we would be caught by wind storms before I could get home have made me realize what they meant especially when I fell through ice and my clothes were freezing I managed to survive because of those lectures I received as a young person so I had to stay overnight somewhere so I did remember what I had to do and I guess that is why we have to hang on to these things for sure to remember what the lectures were for different occasions. Even if you would have not known how to survive at the time so you have to remember what they had said and try do according to what they have told you. The words of the elders are good to keep and remember even if you don't get to do them all the time it is best to remember. 

Q. I know when an elder is lecturing you about anything they are not adding false statements I have found out do you think so too? 

A. Yes, elders are worthwhile listening to. 

Q. Are you an elder yet? 

A. Well I only notice when I have to read through papers it becomes evident that I am not getting younger. 

When I heard about the boat accident in Iqaluit that many people died at that time it made me remember that our father use to encourage us to rush things at times when we are out walrus hunting especially when a herd of walrus are passing by in a fast speed and not feeding while they are passing by so he would say to pack up and leave to get to the main land because the walrus were going on to escape strong winds and are going up towards where the winds will start to blow from and at the time there would be no winds at all so we would take our load and start heading home and sure enough the wind would start to blow at the time but because we headed home because of the walruses were going in herds into all one direction we would be home on time. So it tells us to watch the animals especially the walruses in herd when you are in the main waters, they will start before the winds start to blow. Also when the wind will be blowing from NIGIQ direction then they start to swim towards where the wind will be blowing from. Our father would rush us to just pack up and leave right away and not take too much load at the time when we see the herd of walrus going towards one direction, he warned us about having to leave in a rush to get back  before the high winds start and never to take too much load so that when he is able to go with us anymore we will know these things ahead of time. He use to warn us about these things on a regular basis so all of us try to keep his words when we go out hunting in an open water. 

When I heard about the boat accident in Iqaluit I overheard that they had a big load in their boat and it made me remember my fathers words and it shows that we should listen to elders when they tell us about safety. 

Q. Do you ever find some things that are funny in your life? 

A. Yes sometimes quite a few times actually but one time I am riding a dog team I use to find it really funny when dogs accidentally fall to a point where they roll into a little ball I use to laugh and it feels funny to laugh when you are the only human being around dogs. 

Q. You use to have dogs did you get mad at your dogs sometimes? 

A. Yes every once in a while I would get them but I did not hurt them when they are behaving but I loved them when they are happy. 

Q. When you had dogs you use to get mad sometimes, now that you don't have dogs do you get mad not as much now then the time you had dogs? 

A. I have not notice that.
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I am going to tell a story that may not appear to be connected to 

the NORTHERN LIGHTS but in a little while there will be a mention 

of it.  This story is about a woman who was constantly physically 

abused by  her husband,  she was ill-treated  so  badly  that she 

would be physically harmed. 

The people  would play  wolf  at every opportunity,  so one clear 

night  they were again playing wolf  with  NORTHERN LIGHTS around 

that were  actively  visible.  This  woman  had  enough  of being 

physically abused as this  had been  going on too  long for long. 

She softly said:  "moon up there come down and get me." She was a 

little on  the side  of  the area  where the wolf  game was being 

played.  She heard a swishing  sound and look  to  the direction, 

there she saw a man in a dog team that was just  touching down to 

the ground just near her.  The man invited the woman to get on to 

the sled. As it turned out the man felt sorry for the woman so he 

had come down from the heavens to get the woman. ( Back ground) 

(Instructions to start over) 

After the woman had said:  "Moon up there come down  and get me", 

she heard a sound of a drag and a swishing sound. When she looked 

at the direction of the sound she saw a dog team just arriving to 

the place where she stood.  As it turned out it was  the moon. At 

this time  the man invited her to  get on  to the  sled which she 

gladly accepted and board the  sled.  The man instructed her that 

if she stopped hearing the  sound  of  the  sled  runners gliding 

along  the ground  she should close  her eyes and  keep them shut 

otherwise she was liable to fall off the sled. So then when there 

was no sound coming for a long period of time, the only sound was 

the whizzing sound ,  sometimes she would hear a  swishing sound, 

apparently this  was caused  when they went  through some clouds. 

Being curious she opened one of her eyes just  to take a  peek as 

she had her hood over her head.  All at once she dropped  one her 

mitt that she  was wearing leaving her with  only  one mitt. They 

reached land which was part of the moon so the sound of  the sled 

runners  gliding  along  the  ground  became  audible.   As  this 

continued  on  they  came across a trail,  as it turned  out this 

trail led to the floe-edge.  In those days they use to take their 

kayak to  the floe-edge in  order to  hunt on the open  water. As 

they  followed  the trail the lights  coming  out of  the windows 

became visible as they approached a large camp.  As it turned out 

it was the home of the moon.  As they neared the  camp they could 

see a lot of  people  playing  football  and  they  were  ever so 

jubilant,  they had a walrus head for a ball.  Whenever this ball 

was kicked it would land upright pinning the tusks to the ground. 

This walrus head whenever it was kicked would always land upright 

pinning the tusks to the ground.  As they arrived to the camp the 

man asked the woman to enter  the largest dwelling  in the entire 

camp.  As she made her entrance to this dwelling she noticed that 

this was the type where there were added domes to the  main frame 

of the Igloo.  He asked her (yawn)  to enter the dome that was at 

the far end which she did.  The man that had gone to get her took 

her as a wife and made  their home  in the place  where she first 

entered. 

There she made her home with her new husband. One day he told her 

that ULLULIANNAT will  soon  be entering their dwelling  and this 

woman will make every attempt to get her to giggle and  laugh, he 

added that when she start to sing and dance at the same  time she 

must place her hand under the front  flap of her frock  and shape 

her fingers as a polar bear and imitate a bear sound at  the same 

time.  So as  expected  a woman made  her entrance  to the place, 

this was a little elderly  lady with her tattoo  clearly standing 

out.  After  she made  her entrance  a meat  tray followed behind 

only with a skinless  fox on it with  an ulu  (woman's knife). So 

the woman who was known as  ULLULIANNAT started to  dance so that 

the  woman  found  it  so  funny  that  she  felt  like laughing. 

ULLULIANNAT was singing at  the  same  time:  "  This ULLULIANNAT 

comes running in,  PAMAJA JA PAMAJA". It went something like that 

but I am not too sure how it really goes. 

So at that moment the woman felt like laughing so  she placed her 

hand under her front flap  of  her frock  and  put  out  her hand 

through here,  at the same time she shaped them like a polar bear 

and imitated the polar bear  by  blowing out air.  At that moment 

the  jester stopped  dancing and made  her exit,  as she did  she 

cried out;  "  A nice fat polar bear,  a nice fat polar bear!" at 

this time she dashed out.  The meat tray followed with a skinless 

fox on top of it.  After that incident,  I believe it was the sun 

who asked her to take  a peek through  an area near  the seal oil 

lamp where there was a caribou shoulder blade bone. So the person 

who asked her to take a peek, removed the shoulder blade bone and 

through it she immediately saw the place where she had just left, 

she saw her husband   standing near an elevated  platform, he was 

covered in frost as an indication that he had been outdoors for a 

long period . As for the others, they were still playing wolf, so 

she was asked to spit through the hole,  this hole appeared to be 

penetrated to the  land that we  occupy,  so she spit through the 

hole,  all at once the people that were playing wolf cried out, " 

A  star  had defecated,  a star had defecated"  they continued to 

play wolf as they did they were jubilant and laughing around. 

I have heard this legend told as is. 

The  woman who the man had gone  to  get was impregnated  by him, 

that is the man known as the moon.  As her pregnancy advanced the 

man  decided to return the woman back  to  the land  where he had 

taken her from, in addition he started to sympathize with the man 

that he had taken his wife from. Whenever he was not on a hunting 

trip he would just stay outdoors for a prolong period of times in 

the evenings.  The moon man felt sorry for the man so he took the 

woman back to her home on a dog team through the skies (sigh) 

I heard the names of the two dogs that were in his team,  when he 

called them out he would call one of them  "PUALUKITTUQ" and then 

in a little while he would call out another  one "TIRIATTIAQ". So 

when they  reached the ground  the sound of  runners gliding once 

again became audible.  The moon man instructed the woman to go in 

to her former husband's home.  In addition he instructed her that 

she  should  not eat the meat  of caribous,  seals, walruses, and 

the polar bears or  even a  rabbit that her husband  would catch. 

She should  not eat  non  of  the  animals  all  through  out her 

pregnancy. Of course she stayed away from them . The moon man had 

also instructed her that when her seal oil lamp ran short of fuel 

she should tilt it  higher and  say the word  "Fuel". So whenever 

her lamp ran short of fuel she would say that she had ran  out of 

fuel by tilting her lamp.  At that moment fuel would spill out of 

no  where and her lamp  would once  again  be  fueled.  When that 

happened she would re-lit her lamp.  Whenever she got  hungry she 

would mention the word  food  which would bring  forth  a caribou 

meat  that  fell  near  her lamp.  Thus,  the moon  man  kept her 

supplied with her needs. 

The husband  started  to  insist  that  she  should  eat  what he 

catches,  he was ill-tempered so  he was running  out of patience 

which surprisingly  had lasted.  The woman had by now given birth 

so  it was necessary for her to respect the taboo so once she had 

served that period she would than be free to eat what her husband 

caught.  The  man was however  persistent  and  the  woman became 

afraid of him so when the man caught a seal  she ate  cooked meat 

from it.  When the husband woke up the next morning he found that 

his wife had died. That is the end of the story. 

George Kappianaq 

H. S.  226 

When  the moon  man brought her back  to  the place where  he had 

taken her,  he  took  her to  the home  of her  husband. When she 

entered, the moon man had told her that she should never eat meat 

that her husband caught all through the first year  of her child. 

I am not sure, but perhaps throughout the period she was bleeding 

after giving birth.  As the man gave her  instructions she agreed 

to  the instructions  given her.  So  she would get fuel  from no 

where from the directions of the skies until her  lamp was filled 

to  the  rim.  She  never  experienced  a  period  when  she  was 

completely without for it was provided for by the moon man. 

Item # 26 

George Kappianaq 
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The husband started to  insist that she eat what  he  caught. The 

woman at first refused but the  man was persistent  and the woman 

became intimidated by him,  well she became afraid of  him as she 

knew very well that  her husband was ill-tempered   so she  ate a 

cooked meat. When the morning came her husband woke up so that he 

could go out and hunt,  so when he was about dress up  he noticed 

that his little son and his wife were dead. So I guess he did not 

go out to  hunt that day as  both his  son and his wife  had died 

which was caused by the breach of taboo placed on her by the moon 

man.  That is the story I know,  I would not know if burials were 

ever made. 
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One time in mid-winter my wife and I left from Igloolik  where we 

had traded at the trading post.  We had made an overnight camp so 

the following day as we journeyed  we passed QARMAT  at night. As 

we journeyed along the NORTHERN  LIGHTS  became  visible at first 

but they got closer and closer at  the same time they  started to 

sound (whistling),  a sound that is comparable to that of someone 

whistling.  As they moved like this,  they came very close to the 

ground. I have heard that when a whip is lashed ( do you know the 

sound it makes when one lashed a whip?  Yes.) the tip of the whip 

will make a whizzing sound,  so when one wish to get the NORTHERN 

LIGHTS to back off  one should lash the whip  making  sure that a 

whizzing sound is  created in  the  process,  by  doing  this the 

NORTHERN LIGHTS will return to the location where they first made 

their appearance.  So I used the whip  accordingly which resulted 

as mentioned. Aside from that I have not experience anything with 

the NORTHERN LIGHTS.  I have never heard of  a walrus  head being 

used as  balls,  perhaps this  myth  is  from  this  region but I 

personally had never heard of  it.  What I just  mention  was the 

only experience I ever had with the NORTHERN LIGHTS.  That is all 

I  have  ever  experience  with  them  when  me and  my wife were 

returning to our camp from a trading trip.  I have never heard of 

a  walrus  head  used  as a  ball.  Perhaps people of AIVILIK, or 

NAUJAAN or the people  of Keewatin have  heard about them  but as 

for me I was never informed. That is it. 
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(As we left this place, I am going to miss out some of them.) 

As we left this place after trading at the trading  post, we were 

returning to  QAVIJJUAQ as  we  were living there that  is beyond 

QARMAT.  We had made  this journey to this  place in  order to do 

some  trading .  On our return  home we had made  a camp  for the 

night so the following  day we continued  on home ,  as we neared 

QARMAT in the evening in a moon light the NORTHERN LIGHTS started 

to  become visible  but soon after  it started to get  closer and 

closer  which started to  turn  bluish  in color,  about the same 

shade of that of the ocean. 

Item # 29 
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As we  left  this  place,  we had  made an overnight camp  so the 

following  day we  continued on  with our journey  back home, the 

daylights  were  now short of  course.  That evening as we passed 

QARMAT we could see the NORTHERN LIGHTS just starting to come out 

as they neared they started to move in spiral motions, the colors 

were bluish in color,  about the same shade as that  of an ocean. 

These colors were on the main body of the NORTHERN LIGHTS, at the 

same time the sound became audible,  it sounded  like a whistling 

tone.  One time someone had mentioned that when a whip is  lashed 

that can get the NORTHERN LIGHTS to get back  up  higher. That is 

they will return back to the place where they came  into view. So 

when the Northern lights came close to the ground level,  at that 

time there was a thin overcast.  So when I did  that, sure enough 

the Northern lights disappeared.  That was the  only experience I 

ever had with the Northern lights. We, the people of ARVILIKJJUAQ 

where  I  am  originally  from,  well  both  of  my  parents were 

originally from that region in  the NATTILIK had  never been told 

me about the fact that a  walrus head would be  use as  a ball. I 

have  never heard anything  about that.  Except that  if Northern 

lights get too close one can  use a whip  and lash it so  that it 

makes a whizzing  sound,  in this manner the  Northern lights can 

get back further into the skies.  So that is what happened to the 

particular Northern lights that night, aside from that experience 

I have never  experience another one  from that time  on. That is 

it. 
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As we were returning  from this place back  to our  camp, that is 

having  done  our trading at  the trading post.  We  had  made an 

overnight camp on our return journey,  so the following day as we 

slowly  continued on  to  our camp,  this was the  time  when the 

daylight  hours were  short.  As  we  were  passing by  QARMAT we 

started to  see  some  Northern  lights  in  a  slightly overcast 

conditions.  The Northern lights  came close to the  ground level 

below the clouds. When I lashed my whip two times they started to 

get back up to the skies after the second time I  lashed my whip. 

These Northern lights came down below the clouds.  The sound they 

gave  off was comparable  to  that  of a whistle  while they were 

close to the ground. When I used the whip the disappeared. I have 

never seen one of that magnitude   since. We had never experience 

a direct intercourse with them.  I have heard that  a walrus head 

would be used as a ball, this myth might have been created by the 

people  from  this  region but  for the people  of ARVILIKJUAQ or 

NATTILIK they had never made  a mention of  it.  What I just said 

was the only time I had ever experience them when they came below 

the clouds.  That is it, I cannot add anything new to this, yes I 

cannot add anything new to this story that I just said.
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Q. Do you remember the time when they started to keep track of the days? 

A. I remember the time when they use to mark the days at the time when they did not have any calendars, I did not know at the time the importance of a calendar, but I started to know things that happened around at the time when they did not have any calendars. 

When I became an age where I remember things that happened, my parents had brought a Catholic priest to this area (from MITTIMATALIK). After he started to live among us he made a calendar. This was not much of a calendar, he made the letter "I" for each week days, as for the Sundays he marked "X.” He had brought with him a small type writer so he used it to make the calendar. That was the first time I have seen a calendar, before that they were no calendars at all or anything else to keep track of the days. 

Before the calendars were used, they did not bother keeping track of the days. Even at that they knew Sundays, of course they have heard about the Christianity even before the priest came to this area, well at least our grandfather has heard something about the Christianity, in which he has heard from a person that has arrived from the (VOC) KIVAMMIUT [people from Keewatin] who was a Catholic baptized in the KIVAMMIUT region, this person moved to this area so from him my grandfather believed his faith, so despite the fact that he was not baptized he started to follow the man's faith in which he also learned some prayers from, so before we all even were baptized we use to say Catholic prayers. 

At this particular time there were no calendars, so I would have to suspect that they kept records of number of days. 

Q. Who would be responsible for keeping track of the days? 

A. Anyone could keep track of the days. I am certain there were days when the people got mixed up with the number of days. Even when the people started to use calendars there were times when they lost track of the days. When faced in a situation like this, they would pick a certain day that might have had a significance to the people. If they did something special that day, they would follow the course of the days after, until they can determine which day this day might be. 

At that time they did not use the names for the weekdays as we do today. Well, at least for us who followed Catholicism, we did not refer the Mondays as (VOC) NAGGAJJA, [Monday] as a matter of fact we followed the way the people in the KIVAMMIUT identified each of the week-days. So for Sunday we would say (VOC) SANATTAILI [day when no one should work (Sunday )], then (VOC) SANATTAILIURAANIKTILUGU [a day past (Monday)] SANAT-TAILI. That was the first name I became familiar with, or some-times it was referred to as (VOC) SANATTAILI ANIGUSAARTILLUGU [a day after sanattaili ( Monday)], then there is (VOC) PIQATAANNGUQTILLUGU [the second day after ( Tuesday)], (VOC) PINGAJUANGUTILLUGU [the third day after (Wednesday)], I am not certain about the fourth day it might have been (VOC) TISAMANGAUTILLUGU [the fourth day after (Thursday)] but I am not certain, but it is (VOC)  QITIRQUUT [the middle day (Thursday)], (VOC) ULLUTUINNAQ [ ordinary day (Friday)] and then the (VOC) SIVA-TAARVIK [day of biscuit purchase (Saturday)]. The reason why it is called the `day of bis-cuit purchase' was for the people that were working for the trading post, or the mission would be given rations on that day as the following day would be Sunday, so that is why it was called the biscuit day, this was also mainly due to the fact that the fol-lowing day will be spent without any work what so ever. Everyone would get rations that included our family as my father was doing some work for the mission so we use to get few things to eat on each Saturdays, so that is why it was called (VOC) SIVATAARVIK [ day of bis-cuit purchase]. This word was brought to us from the people east of us, from places like MITTIMATALIK, and in the KEEWATIN they refer to this day as (VOC) SANATTAILIARUSIQ [a day before SANATTAILI, or almost SANATTAILI], we ourselves did not use that instead we used SIVATAARVIK. 

The people that followed the Anglican and the Catholics had different names for each day of the week, for instance the Angli-cans would say (VOC )  NAATTIINGUJAQ [awaiting the passage of a taboo (Sunday)], they still use that for Sunday, while the followers of Catholi-cism use SANATTAILI. As for the rest they use the same name for the weekdays including SIVATAARVIK. 

At the time when they still did not use calendars Christmas was celebrated, but it appeared as if there was no Easter. I do not believe that they knew about Easter, well at least it was not celebrated, that was before the priest came to this area. On Christmas day they would celebrate for one day that was all. On this one day they would exchange presents with what little they had, on the following day it was back to normal. Then later on they were introduced to the New Year, so on this day they would once again exchange gifts, and the following day it was all over once again. In those days it was so much different from what we do today, as Christmas approached, everyone  starts to get excited now-a-days. In those days (VOC) QUVIASSUKVIK [Jubilation Day] was observed for only one day. I did not get to see anyone celebrat-ing Easter. 

When the priest came to live among us, we celebrated Christmas with Church service. It was at that time Easter was celebrated, as it turned out on Easter the priest said three masses consecu-tively. All of the people, there appeared to have been many at the time but in no way near the numbers that we are used to today, at (VOC) AVVAJJA (pn) went to the service. The priest first had a little church that was made of a QARMAQ. The priest said three masses at midnight on Easter so with the first mass there would be people, after this mass ended then another group of people went to the service, once that concluded then the priest said another mass and this too was attended by other people that still had not been to the mass. On the concluding mass all of the people in the community would have been to mass on this Easter vigil. I use to think, `boy there is a lot of people' as a matter of fact the priest had to say three masses in order to accommo-date all those people. Little did I realize that this was part of the requirement of the church. In addition the Inuit arranged themselves so that everyone got to attend the services on Easter. 

When the priest first got here, he made some calendars so everyone had one for their household. Each day was marked with "1" with Sundays marked with " X,” on this piece of paper Easter was also recorded. 

Q. How did they go about getting something to write with? 

A. Each  days was marked off with a pencil. Our priest knew that on this certain day there was going to be a sun eclipse way before it happened. As he was making the calendars, he noted down the certain day that the sun was going to go into eclipse. So as the days were marked off each day, then the day when there was to be a sun eclipse arrived, so we kept a close watch at the sun and sure enough the sun started to get shaded, we did not even bother getting some kind of a shield for our eyes, we just watched and saw what was going to happen to the sun. 

I am not certain why he did not make it known to us when he arrived in the early spring about the sun eclipse that summer. I guess he did not know anything about it as well. My family had gone inland for the summer when there was a sun eclipse. I was just horrified about the experience. I was nine years old at the time, indeed.  I was horrified when there was a sun eclipse in the afternoon. It had the same effect as when one is wearing sun glasses. The sun had the same characteristics as the moon when it is just coming out in the first quarter or the last quarter. 

My mother was still alive at the time. We had a place where we drew water very close to our tent, it as a small stream. I would get some water as it was close by. So after the eclipse of the sun was over she asked me to go and get water with a small pail, but I did not want to go and get some water for I was afraid that once I went a little distance away that there might be a sun eclipse while I was all alone. 

I was not a lazy type of a boy, but I was always told that I was (VOC) TATITUJUQ, [which means that I would take my time to get a chore done, not someone who would try to get the job done as soon as one is told to get the job done]. I was constantly reminded that I was TATITUJUQ, which means that it would take me a long time to get something done. 

 I did not know some words that were constantly used in my growing up days, one of the words that I know was (VOC) AVUNNGALAURIT [which means to move away], then there is (VOC) MAUNNGALAURIT' [move this way], but there was one particular word that I kept misinterpreting, one time my older brother told me, (VOC) MAUNNGARJJUUMILAURIT' I under-stood that he wanted me to [ move slightly this way], so I did accordingly, little did I realize that it had the same meaning as (VOC) MAUNNGALAURIT, which is to [move this way ], I thought he told me to move slightly, so I moved very little. 

Q. When you started to keep track of the days, I suppose you did not use the names of the months at the time? 

A. I did not hear the names of the months for a long time, as a matter of fact the only time I heard about them was from my ILUPAAQ AIPILIK, that was after he kept MAKUKTUNNAAQ company. Indeed that was the first time I heard that there were such names for the months like January, February and so on. As a matter of fact I heard about these things just recently when I was about the time I was to be married. 

Before that we would only identify the periods with the name of the moons. For January the moon at that time was referred to as (VOC) QAUMMAGIAQ, [ returning of day light] also at this moon it was said that the moon and the sun would compete as to which would come out first. I have heard that should the sun wins the race.  The moon is not going to be as bright even when it becomes a full moon. Should the moon had come before the sun did, it would have shone much brighter when it became a full moon, it was said that the brightness of the moon on this particular time depended on which comes out before the other, I personally did not notice that but it was said that it was always like that. In addition when the moon starts to come out, it is usually very thin so when we were children we would play outdoors at night so we would see the moon as it was just coming out, so when we entered a dwelling we would tell the elders about the moon that we just saw, at once they would ask us: (VOC) "USIVAA?" (is it carrying a load?). 

"I am not certain,” I did not know what they meant by carrying a load. They told me then that when it first comes out it is going to be tilted so that it will appear to be almost facing up as if it was carrying a load, when that happens it means that it is carrying a load or more properly ( VOC)‘USIJUQ', [carrying the wind]. If the moon was upright that meant it was not carrying a load, so which interpreted that throughout this moon the weather would be favourable without too much winds. 

That was what it was said, January was the month that the moon and the sun competed.  February was known as (VOC) QANGATTAARSAN [winter/ period when the sun gets higher] that is when the sun has returned and it was starting to get higher and higher. The next one, the month of March was referred to as (VOC) AVUNNIT [towards spring/ birth of premature seal pups], and the next, the month of April was called (VOC) NATTIAN towards spring/ birth of the premature seal pups], that is when the seal pups are being born. I am not certain about May, I believe it was (VOC) NURRAIT [spring/ caribou calves], that is when the sun starts to melt the snow, but soon after that there is a period when it freezes everything, this period is called (VOC) QIRSUQAQ, [or the freeze over], that is the time when the temperatures will plummet to freezing so that the ground that had previously melted will freeze over once again. It is at this time the caribous will give birth to their young. In the past there was a saying that: `the (VOC) SILA [ weather] does not have a bit of sympathy to the caribous.' 

The reason of course being that when the caribous are giving birth to their young, the weather usually gets really cold and the stormy. On the other hand, it is said that the; `SILA sympa-thizes  with the seal pups'. When the seal pups are being born, the weather will get really mild and the snow usually starts to fall blanketing the ground with soft snow. I use to hear often that the seals were adored by the SILA, whilst the caribous were not, even when the caribous had to give birth out in the open and the temperatures would be cold and the weather foul at this time, that is in the period of QIRSUQAQ in May. 

Then in June, it is called (VOC) TIRIGLUIT [early spring/ bearded seal]. This refers to the bearded seals, the [bearded seal pups are called TIRIGLUK] so therefore it is at this time the bearded seals give birth to their young. 

For the month of July it is called (VOC)  MANNIIN, [spring/ eggs]. 

The next one being (VOC) SAGGARUUT, [summer/ when the hairs on caribous had molted so that the new hair is now very thin]. The next is (VOC) AKULLIR-UUT. [summer/ When the hair on a caribou is prime as they are not too thin nor are they too thick, the word means the middle] 

September is (VOC) AMIRAIJAUT, [towards autumn/ which is when the bull caribous' velvet on their antlers starts to peel off], this is an indication that it is now well on its way to the autumn. 

October is (VOC) UKIULLIRUUT [autumn/ beginning of winter]. This is when the hairs on caribous are now getting thick with their winter hair, later on in the winter the hairs will get even thicker. 

The next is (VOC) TUSARTUUT [early winter/ when one is able to hear from another camp], this is the time when the sea has frozen over so it is now possible to visit other camps in which they had not been able to do since the spring, so they are [now able to communicate with each other], thus TUSARTUUT. 

Q. When is the moon called (VOC) AQAQATAA [Goes down along]? 

A. I do not believe we have a moon called by that name in this region. The moon after TUSARTUUT is called (VOC) TAUVIGJJUAQ, [winter/ the dark period]. 

I remember the time when the moons were referred to by their INUKTITUT names, when I was at the age when I did not pay too much attention to the things that went around me. When the people started to use the month by their names like January, I paid more attention to them and to concentrate on learning them rather than trying to learn the names of our moons, so on account of that I started to forget the names of the moons. 

Q. According to the calendar it is said that the twenty first of December is the shortest day of the year, in those days when the calendars were not used were the people able to tell when the days were returning? 

A. It was known to the people by the stars, of course they were not able to tell exactly which day the daylight would start to return, but they were able to determine shortly thereafter when the days were returning. When the stars’ (VOC) AKUTTUJUUK [far apart from each other] started to come out  when there still, was a speck of twilight. It was with this that they were able to determine that the days were getting longer that is when the twilight and the stars’ AKUTTUJUUK start-ed to catch with each other. 

I also remember my father during the dark period (VOC) (TAUJUALUUTIL-LUGU)[ when it was still in the dark period] he mentioned that the snow drifts were now much brighter, the (VOC) UQALURQAT [tongue shaped snow drift that faces the north wind] can be seen when there is a bit of daylight, so when he said that they were now much whiter that meant that it was now brighter. So this was another way of telling if the daylights were returning, that is the side that faces the daylight on the snow drifts were whiter. During the dark period these snowdrifts cannot catch the ray of daylight as much. 

Q. Did you get to do the things that the people in the past did when they first saw the sun for the first time after the dark period? 

A. I remember what I heard and indeed I did and still do is to smile at the sun when we saw it for the first time with only half of your face, while the other side of the face must be in a straight face. The reason was that it was going to get warmer once again, so one side of the face that smiles welcomes the warmer temperature to come, while the other still faces the reality that it is going to be cold for sometime longer. I still do that when I see the sun out in the horizon, I pretend to smile at the sun. 

Q. Have you also heard that the string games were not allowed to be played at that particular time? 

A. No, I have not heard about it, but the boys were discouraged from playing with the string games, the reason given was that when they harpooned a bearded seal they could get their hand’s tangle which they could lose a finger from. So the boys were discouraged from playing with the string games for that reason. It is said that when the men that had been playing with the string games did lose some of their fingers when they harpooned a bearded seal through the breathing hole in the winter time and their finger would get tangled with the harpoon line. 

Another thing is, that as a boy when the girls were house play-ing, when the boys watched the girls playing with their hand on the support pole of the drying rack was discouraged. The reason, though not serious, when the men went out to hunt seals by walking, which was the normal practice in those days when they would leave the camp on foot to hunt seals that were basking on the ice. As the hunter was returning, he could be seen that he was pulling his catch back to the camp, as it turned out he was not pulling a seal. That meant that as a boy when he watched the girls house playing (VOC) INUUJAQ [wooden doll] he would lean onto the support pole of the drying rack, so as an adult he would appear to be pulling a seal when he actually was not, this was called (VOC) IGJUK-SUKPUQ. [This is when they appeared to be pulling a seal when in fact they were not]. This was called IGJUKSUKPUQ. 

There was something that I have forgotten to mention is that, the woman would try and complete making new set of clothing while the sun was still up before the dark period, indeed they all use to concentrate on finishing the clothing while the sun still came out each day. As a matter of fact the men did not go out hunting during that time in order to help the woman in trying to complete the clothing before the dark period. Once the dark period came then it was a taboo to work on any clothing. That was the way it was, I have head about it but I have never seen it actually done. I have not heard why it was the way it was but one thing for certain that were part of the custom of our people before the people when through the process of (VOC) SIRQITIRTUT [conversion to Christianity] that is to say before they were introduced to Christianity. When I became of age so that I started to remember things that happened around me, they no longer practised what they did before they were intro-duced to Christianity. 

Q. I have just heard about TAULITTUT, what is it? 

A. TAULITTUT is when a person or persons when travelling or walking cannot seem to reach their destination even as they walk. Or this is known to have had happened when they were travelling on a dog team. They would go for a long, long time to reach their destination, if they had been under normal condition they would have reached their destination but they would go on and on. When they can see their destination but it appears as if they were taking very long to reach it that is called TAULITTUT, some- thing like not moving even when they appear to be moving. This either can happen if the person is walking or travelling by dog team. That is the way it was. As a matter of fact I personally was part to it, I think I made it happen. 

I was being followed by my two companions where we walked for a long time. I was walking very slowly but the two companions I had went after me after I had started to walk. How it started was that as we were walking inland, we had come across beautiful stones in which we found on a hill side in a place where there had been some slides. When we came across it, we looked at all the beautiful stones, we could not decide which of the stones we would bring back with us. There were three of us.  There were ARNARJJUAQ, AMAK&AK, and I.  We came across a hill side where we had come across a slide area, in it we saw all these beauti-ful stones so we could not decide which of the stones we were going to take with us. I immediately thought to myself that we should be walking instead of spending all this time looking at all the beautiful stones, so I just picked my choice of stones that I wish to bring with me and I immediately started out to walk. I knew that my two companions would start to follow me once I started, so while I was still close they got up and start-ed to follow me. I walked slowly so that they would catch up with me, once they came up I would start to walk on a steady pace. I continued to walk very slowly for I was waiting for them to catch up with me, when I thought that they would catch up to me I would look back but they would not be any closer each time I looked. This went on for a long time, I do not exactly know how long it was, but one thing for certain it was just too long for them to catch up with me. So finally they caught up with me so then we started to walk in a normal pace. 

As it turned out while I was walking slowly for them to catch up with me while they had been trying to catch up with me by walking as fast as they could walk. They did not immediately tell me about it, but later on they the other man, who is now deceased, told me about this particular experience. He said while I was walking so effortlessly, they were trying to go as fast as they could to catch up with me, it took them a long time to catch up with me. So I suspected that they had experience TAULITTUT. That was the way it was when they experienced TAULITTUT that is when they are not making any headway even when they appear to be making progress. This is known to happen not only on this area, but I also have heard on the radio that it is experienced else-where, this was at (VOC) IQALUIT (pn) with a dog team. 

I am not certain where the word is derived from, but in the past the Inuit were sometimes referred to as TAU by not real human kinds, but animals like wolves who have taken on a form of a human kind. I am not certain what the word might mean. 

So with our experience that we had it was what might have been called TAULITTUT. Under normal conditions they could have easily left me behind if they were to walk the same paces as I did, but at that particular time even when I was walking very slowly they were not able to catch up with me even when they were trying to walk as fast as they could. 

Q. Would you know what the cause might have been? 

A. I am certain that some of the people would have a good expla-nation for this kind of an experience but as for myself I am not certain what the cause might have been. The beings of the land called (VOC) NUNAMIUTAIT' [ the beings from the land] would most likely be the cause for these kinds of experiences, which are also known as (VOC)`IJIRAIT' [mountain spirit]. It is also said that some people once they have reached the mainland they would get to become really fast, faster than the human kind. This has known to have had happened when the people would experi-ence these supernatural phenomenons. 

It was not very long ago, my ANGAK AATITAAQ was known to lead the dog team even when he was now in an advanced age. It is also said that he lead the dog team the whole day while they were away from the littoral out in the mainland. He has said this story to myself, Once they reached the littoral he no longer could walk fast. He had said that he was able to lead the dogs all day long in the autumn. He said that once he reached the mainland he no longer got tired, as they were heading back to the littoral he lead the dog team all day long without ever getting tired. Once they were getting to the littoral he felt that he started to get tired easily back to his normal self. In those days they could have been controlled by the NUNAMIUTAIT, or IJIQQAT. As a matter of fact for us who use to make their summer camp in the mainland might have experienced the same thing. This also might be con-nected to age, when we are young we can go on and on without ever getting tired. We need not have them to assist us to go on for some long periods of time without ever getting tired. I know for certain aside from that, the experience of TAULITTUT was known to have had happened once in awhile, in which I can say that I was part to. 

Q. Did you ever see anyone using a QAJAQ? 

A. Not in this area, but when we lived at (VOC) AGGU (pn) I use to see some people using the QAJAQ. They were used very much for hunting, as a matter of fact UJARASUK caught many narwhales in one of them. My older brother also started to use QAJAQ after spending two summer at (VOC) TUNUNIRUSIQ (pn) [Arctic Bay] where many of the people had access to a QAJAQ in that area. So he too could hunt in a QAJAQ and catch narwhales as well. I too use to get onto one the QAJAQ myself. 

When we lived at (VOC) AKKIMANIQ (pn), KAUTAINNUK came over in his QAJAQ as I waited on the beach waiting for seals to surface for air by the shore. When he beached he asked me to go on his QAJAQ as there lots of seals close to the beach. So when I went a little further down the seals would come for air very close to me so with my .22 caliber rifle I shot a few of them. I decided that I should head back to the beach while I was able to tow the seals that I have shot. In the QAJAQ there are straps made of thongs that were there to strap down the ASALUA. So I untied the strap by the both end and used them to secure the seals that I was going to tow onto the shore, so I headed back to the beach towing some seals. 

He then told me that these straps should not be untied to the skin of the QAJAQ, he added that there is always that possibility of the QAJAQ taking in water by the holes where the straps are secured to the skin. 

There was another time that I stalked a bearded seal that was basking on the ice floe in a QAJAQ, on this day there was not even a slightest breeze to be felt, the sea was calm. We were staying at (VOC) AKKIMANIQ (pn) at the time, we were trying to get to the basking bearded seal in a whale boat with full sail but we were not going anywhere. We were by a high cliff that stood in the background, so I paddled to the shaded area of the cliff so I got really close to the bearded seal that was basking. I had with me a 300 caliber rifle. When I tried to get the bearded seal on my sight with the rifle the QAJAQ would gradually turn, so I would have to push with the paddle to get the bearded seal on my sight once again. I was afraid that if I gave a shot away I might over-turn, I was really close to the basking bearded seal, I knew that if I was not on a QAJAQ I would have made a sure kill, but soon the bearded seal got suspicious and went into the water. I knew for certain that I would not fire a high powered rifle in a QAJAQ. 

I think I was able to harpoon an animal from a QAJAQ, I would watch the hunters use a harpoon from a QAJAQ, they would go fast before they threw their harpoon at their target. I might have been able to harpoon a narwhale but I never did give it a try. I was told that when they threw their harpoon when they are going at a speed they have better chance of hitting their target at some distance than when one is stationary. When the are going to throw their harpoon they would give one big thrust with the paddle and throw their harpoon at an animal, because of the speed they are able to hit a target from a distance. 

Indeed, that was the only time when we lived in that vicinity where they would use QAJAQ to hunt, in this area they did not have any QAJAQ. Instead they had a whale boat from which they hunted walruses. In those days there were plenty of walruses around the island of AVVAJJA, so they did not have to go far to hunt for walrus. They did not have QAJAQ, all they had was a whale boat and another that had been shortened. As a matter of fact I caught my first walrus near (VOC) URSURIATTIANGUJAAK (pn). 

When I caught my first walrus, I used a harpoon that was really heavy, indeed I had used a harpoon to catch my first walrus. The mother was basking on the ice while the young were swimming close by. Someone killed the mother while it was basking on the ice, so as we made our way to the ice to get at the animal that had been killed, I went to the front where I was asked to harpoon the young, I grabbed hold of the harpoon with both of my hands as I found it too heavy so when we went right up to it I harpooned the animal, so this was my first walrus that I had ever caught. This was the only time that I had ever used a harpoon as heavy as that one.
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Q. I suppose you were able to pay close attention to the weather conditions when you were in your hunting years? 

A. Yes, I really have not learned to read the weather conditions to the state that one would want to be able to predict, this was mainly due to the fact that there would be overcast or when the clouds started to for overcasts. The clouds are moving in the opposite direction to the current south easterly winds, I used to hear these conditions as (VOC) NIGIRUUQ PAARUSIR-TUQ. [The clouds are moving opposite direction to the south easterly winds] and there was another that went; UANGNARUUQ PAARUSIRULU&& ARIVUQ. (The clouds are finally moving opposite to the direction of the north westerly winds.) 

Once the clouds had formed in that conditions, soon the south wind would start to blow. Here in our area, the prevailing wind is the north wind. But only for a short time that the south winds blow, we take this time to hunt walruses on the moving ice. The winds are (VOC) NIGIRPANGNIALIRTUQ [ going to shift to the south east winds], (PAARUSIRTUQ) while the winds are still blowing from the north the clouds are forming the sign that the winds are about to shift to the south winds and this was known as PAARUSIRTUQ. When they refer to the fact that `the winds that it is going to meet with clouds', what they really mean are that the south winds will soon prevail. What the phrase might be being that the north wind that had been blowing is going to collide with the south wind clouds, which will cause the clouds to form in the manner that it will form from east to west, that was why it was referred to as PAARUSIRTUQ, I personally do not know that. This south wind that we are experiencing at the moment started out with having (VOC)  PAARUSIQ [an indication] before it started to blow that the winds will change to the opposite direction. 

As for the cloud formation called;(VOC)  IKULLIAT [calm weather clouds], they usually can be seen some distance away and they are large fluffy shaped clouds. But I do not see them to be effective to me. But in the summer when the bad weather persists it is usually cloudy and overcast, there were times that I wished that I could see different forms of clouds. Now all I do is sit in the house so the cloud conditions no longer appear to have any major signifi-cance. 

The dark clouds formations that are smooth had always been appre-hended. When these cloud formations appear while the winds are calm, there is definitely going to be strong foul weather shortly afterward. When these cloud formations appear while the foul weather is in effect that means that the good weather is not far off, these cloud formations will appear not on the north side but will appear to the side. It also means that when it comes out the good weather will persist for some time. 

This type of cloud condition will tell about the weather condition depending what the weather might be at the time when it appears. So when these appear while the weather is good, it is advisably that one does not venture too far from the land area. 

When the temperature drops even when the winds are calm they use to say that it is (VOC) SINGUMAJUQ,[what that means is that there is a strong wind close by somewhere else]. So this strong wind will have to pass the area where the calm weather might be experienced sooner or later. Only then will the temperatures get warmer after the wind has passed. 

Q. Was there not a belief that the direction of the wind had (VOC) INUA? [ Wind Spirit]. 

A. I have not heard about the east and the west direction, but for the north and the south winds were said to have its spirit. The north wind's person was said to be a woman, while the man is the south wind. 

In the years past, the woman of course did not have any panty hose so what they did was to remove their footwear and get onto the bed platform and settle down in a squatting position. 

Because the north wind is the woman, when the storm had been raging throughout the day, when night falls the wind will recede, that means that the woman had removed her footwear. 

As for the south wind, it is said that men continue to be active even in the middle of the night, so when the south had been blowing throughout the day consistently, when the man starts to go visiting other shelters in the middle of the night, the wind will get much stronger at that time. 

In those days the people did not travel fast like we do today, this was the time the only means of conveyance in the summer time was with QAJAIT. When the bad weather was persistent for an extended period of time, the people in the camp would start to run out of their food requirement. Of course there were no radios so that the people from different camps could not communicate in any way. 

In the winter when the storm persists for an extended period of time, this happens once in a while. I use to hear an expression that went; SIPITALIALUULIRPURUUQ! That is the reference to the wind. What it means is that, in the winter time the only means of survival was to catch seals by MAULIQ. The people would be faced with a period of scarcity in a situation where the bad weather would prolong for an extended period. The only way for them to resupply themselves with their food requirement was when the conditions became favourable to hunt for animals. When they say that (VOC) SIPITALIALUUVUQ [is when they know that other camps were also faced with the same critical condition, this they knew even when there was no form of communications available to them in any way]. This was the time before the introduction of Christiani-ty. 

I have also heard the time when there was heavy fog for a long period that someone would make attempts to deprive (VOC) SILA [weather] of its wife. ( VOC) NULIIRTAUNASUKTUQ [attempt to deprive of its wife]. 

It is said when the person wishes to attempt to deprive SILA of its wife, the man would lower his breeches and faces the direc-tion of the four winds, as he turns he will make a motion to his hips as in making love, this is called; NULIIRSINASUKTUQ. This of course is to make it possible for the fog to lift. 

Q. It is also that there were times when a shaman would attempt to cut the muscles of the wind, have you ever heard anything about that? 

A. I have not heard anything about it. I have not heard of any-thing mention about the fact that a shaman would attempt to cut the muscles of the wind in order to calm it. 

Q. Have you ever heard what the sun, moon or the stars were made of? 

A. The only thing that I have heard about them is through the legend where it is said that they once were people, aside from that I have not heard what they were made of. When there is a resemblance of something, like the formation of the stars like (VOC) URSUUTAATTIAQ [made up of four stars] would be named accordingly. 

Q. It is written in some of the materials that some people thought that the moon was very thin, have you ever heard anything about that? 

A. No, I have not heard anything about it, I personally think that the moon is very thin. The reason of course is that when it is moonless of course we cannot see it, but as it starts to come out it is round so that as it comes out it starts to turn so in the early stages of its appearance it becomes thinly visible, as it turns it gets bigger and bigger until it faces directly at you so that makes it a full moon, the moon will continue to twist until it turns sideways that is when you can no longer see the moon as it is very thin. That is what I think of the moon anyway. 

Q. Can you tell me what you know about the traditional trapping methods, to trap foxes? 

A. They had (VOC) ULLISAUTIT [fox trap] in those days, as well as (VOC) PULLATIT 

[fox trap]. As a matter of fact there were three ULLISAUTIT on top of this hill, but when they started to make houses here, they took some of the stones so that they could place them by the houses. The two of the ULLISAUTIT never did trap any foxes in my memory, but the third one I did get to see it with a fox trapped. I did not get to see the PULLATIT used. But when we were out of hunting trips by boat in the summer time, or when we went out on walks we could see PULLATIT all over the place, they would be placed in areas that would not easily get covered in snow. 

I remember the time when someone went to the ULLISAUTIT to remove snow in the hold. What he did was he removed the upper part of the ULLISAUTIT by removing some of the stone at the entrance on top in order for him to get into it. After the snow had been removed, the stones on the entrance are rearranged so that the entrance on the top is smaller. The bait, something that the fox can smell is placed inside the hold. And at top an ice is placed tilting on one end toward the hold. One end is secured to the opening so that the ice form like a tongue. Here another bait is placed, as the fox gets at the bait it would slip on the ice and fall to the hold, this is what I have seen. This trap is cone shape where at the top it is the opening. 

As for the PULLATIT that I have seen are the arrangements of stones that is narrow box like. It is not very long and is not high. It is arranged in narrow form so that the trapped fox cannot turn back. There is a thong that runs to the far end and the bait tied to it, at the other end is a stone tied to it. This slab of stone must be thin. There are two stones at the end with a space so that the door can slip in between the trap and these stones, the trap door being over the entrance is arranged so that it can fall into place easily. So when the fox enters and takes the bait, the thong that is attached to the bait is arranged so that the loose grommet which is attached to a peg slips thereby releasing the trap door. The thong that runs from the front to the rear runs on top of the roof which is covered on top with another stone arrangements, this is so that the thong will not be eaten. 

There is another trap that I have heard about which is made from ice that is inclined. The ice is pointed on both sides with a stick that is placed vertically where the bait is tied to. The end of the stick that holds the ice in position is arranged so that with a slightest disturbance the stick will slip and that will bring down the ice on the fox. This is called (VOC) KAUGIAQ [another form of fox trap]. 

There was another form of fox traps called (VOC) QIGGIRIAQ [another form of fox trap]. I am not certain how that was made, but what I have heard is that the length of the arm is just right size for it, if one was making it, they would use their arm plus they would take a mitten for extension, if the mitten is slightly touching the floor of the trap, it was considered to be a right size. This one is made on the ice or in a year round ice ( VOC) SIKUTUQAQ [year old ice]. One would have to make a hole into the ice to the length of the arm. When one is burrowing a hole in the ice the lower section is widen while trying to main-tain the narrow opening on the entrance. I am not certain if the floor is (VOC) ANINGAJUQ [humped], I really have not heard about that. When the fox is in, it can stick its neck out through the opening on the top. It is said that the deepness of the hole should be that if you took your mitt and brush to the floor and when it can hardly touch the tip of the mitt then it is deemed that the hole is now big enough. If it goes any deeper than that, the fox is liable to jump up and escape. So if it is not too deep the fox cannot jump out, and the floor as it is not flat, it makes it even harder to jump out.
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. Do you know the conditions to enable you to forecast the weather or if the weather might have any connection to the cur-rents? 

A. It appears as if the weather now has different patterns than it did in the past, which make it even more difficult to predict the weather according to what we use to be told. 

From the person that taught me everything that I needed to know had told me that I should always keep track of the cloud condi-tions especially as I was starting to go out on trips on my own. He had told me that when I see a cloud that formed cross ways in strips he said the wind will not blow in line with the strand. He had said what cause this cloud formation is the work of the winds. Once this had formed, he said that there was a good possi-bility that bad weather is imminent. This is the part that I have not forgotten about the weather prediction. 

I have noticed that when this kind of cloud condition forms it usually runs east to west. 

He had also told me once that in the winter time when the tem-peratures are cold and it is clear, so clear that even the small-er stars can be seen very clearly, but soon even when the sky is still clear the smaller stars start to become obscured, he used to say that there was a possibility that the skies might get overcast in short period of time. This too, I have not forgotten. 

He also used to tell me to observe the stars so that I would get to know the positions of the stars, certain star would be in this direction at midnight and it would be in this direction in the morning. 

He also kept me informed how one can determine when the clouds are going to start forming before they even had started to form. 

He used to get me to look at the stars and get myself familiar with the direction of the stars so that in the event I would lose my bearings I can use the stars for navigational purposes. 

In the clear night you can see the stars and determine if they are twinkling or not, so when the wind is about to blow the stars will start to twinkle. 

So there would be some strong winds, I think it happens about the same time each year. As the clouds start to form then it becomes overcast. In those days it was difficult to tell if one was not experienced with the weather conditions. 

There were also the clouds that are smooth and turn darker in colour; the formation would be similar to that of snow drifts. These clouds were said to be connected to the wind as well.  These clouds may be high. 

All of these cloud conditions that I have mentioned are applica-ble throughout the year; it need not be applicable to certain seasons, whenever the bad weather was on its way these dark clouds would come out. 

Q. Were there times when you were planning to go out on a hunting trip when your grandfather told you not to go even when the weath-er was ideal to go out hunting? 

A. Very much so, there were times when I thought the weather was good to go out hunting in, but when the weather was going to be extremely bad I use to be told against making such hunting trips, possibly on account of the fact that they did not wish me to endure unfavourable conditions unnecessarily. 

He used to predict the weather or knew what it was like while I would never know any difference. He was able to that only by the cloud conditions. 

He also used to advise against hunting when he knew that the currents were at its peak and the wind velocity was going to add to it that is mainly on the ice or the ice going adrift. 

I think that the wind and the currents at their peak usually go hand in hand. When the moon is full, the tidal currents are much faster. 

I think that the tidal currents are different depending on the season. There was one particular season when it was said that the tidal currents were much stronger than any other time. 

I do not enjoy the autumn when there is a full moon with strong wind blowing so that the waves are huge. The people were able to predetermine this kind of weather condition, but as for myself I would not even would want to start guessing. 

I remember the time in my boyhood years when we only subsisted on seals from the summer months to the winter. In the winter time when seal hunting was mainly the source of food as well as dog food. So when we hunted seals by (VOC) MAULIQ [hunting through breathing holes] through the leads in the land fast ice, I notice that the moon played an important role to the movement of the water. In a full moon the lead would get wider, much wider. As the moon start to wane only then will the ice start to settle and this will get the seals to make a lot of breathing holes at this time. As the moon becomes half we would go to the seal breathing holes in order to hunt them, by MAULIQ, you will see that the lead had cracked and there is a little bit of open water, when that happened you would feel really down. 

Then when the moon is completely gone again the tidal currents are much stronger, the same will happen on the leads, as you try to hunt seals the lead will crack and go even wider, and there may be new crack on the land fast ice that will widen. But in most cases the lead would be about the same location time after time. 

As the moon start to come out the lead will crack again at the half moon mark opening all of the seal breathing holes that had formed nicely prior to that, so once again you would feel really down. This was mainly due to the fact that you needed whatever you could catch in order to feed your dogs. 

When you were on the moving ice or even if you were not on it, you could see the low clouds that were being blown by the south wind, if in fact if the wind was blowing from the southerly direction, the clouds would go really fast, then they will say that soon the wind will be sifting directions. I personally do not know that. It is said when the low clouds are really going fast that means that the wind might be sifting direction. 

Sometimes you can see clouds that are really high in the skies, I cannot really talk about them, they were known as (VOC) SIKUAQ [newly forming ice ]. When the sun is completely gone, you can see the reflection way up in those clouds, you can see these high clouds in white colour, they use to be referred to as SIKUAQ. 

Q. If I was positioned in an AGLU and the seal came up to the breathing hole that I was at and the current is flowing from this direction, which side of the seal breathing hole would the seal come up to breathe? 

A. In the newly formed ice where the ice is still thin, if I knew which direction the current was going, for instance if the cur-rent was coming in, it would be heading toward the northerly direction or(VOC) ILUMMUKTUQ [ going inwards], I know that the body would be facing the current when it came up for air. 

In the winter time we use to seal hunts by MAULIQ only using harpoons in the land fast ice. It is said that when the seal comes up for air, they will be facing the direction the foot prints that they heard while they were submerged. This really does not appear to have all that much significance nevertheless it is said that they will be facing the direction of the foot-prints when they come up for air. 

Q. Can you tell me about the (VOC) TUR&URAUSIIT [way of addressing people] among the relatives? 

A. The reason I am, is that I was born to a father and a mother. My mother in turn had a mother, and my mother had a father. The mother of my mother's mother would have been my (VOC) AMAUQ [a male or female great- grandparent]. The mother of my mother would be my (VOC) NINGIUQ [ grandmother]. My mother would be my (VOC) ANAANA [mother]. My mother has a daughter and I am the (VOC) IRNIQ [son] of my mother-. When my mother's daughters bear a son and I have my own son, these two would be ILLURIIK [ same sex cousins]. 

You are you and you have your older brother, your children and the children of your older brother then become (VOC) ANGUTIQATI [male to male and female to female cousins whose fathers are brothers]. The children of your sister, regardless if they are the sons or the daughters they are your (VOC) UJURU [nieces and nephews only of a man to his sister's children]. Your brother's children who are the ANGUTIQATI of your own children are your (VOC) QANGIAQ [nieces and nephews of a man to his sisters and female cousin's children]. 

Both of your sisters, in this scenario there are four of you in the kinship, you have your older brother plus you have two sis-ters, when they bear a child their children would be (VOC) ARNAQATI- [cousins whose mothers are sisters or female cousins]. This does not matter whether they are males or females. The (VOC) ARNAQATI [cousins whose mothers are sisters and female cousins] of your sister's child then becomes your sister's (VOC) NUAQ [niece and nephews of female sisters] that is the child of your sister's older or younger sister.
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I have seen this once where it became absolutely necessary to hunt but the hunters and the rest would be faced with illnesses which would prevent them from hunting. This thing had happened in the  past, it  even happened  to  me even when we were not Christianized. 

We only came to realize that our experience was a work of a shaman when his wife passed away. He told us afterwards that he was the one that had caused us the hardship we had experienced. He was not able to beat the Christians with his shamanistic power which resulted in his wife's death. He added that had he not gone after the Christians his wife would have lived longer. As he was not able touch the Christians his wife had died instead. 

Later in the years his eyes started to get bad for he had made attempts to use his shamanistic power contrary to the purpose of such power. This was what was expected for it had happened from time immemorial. 

Q. What was moon thought to be made of in the past? 

A. From the time God created the world, he made things that could be identified with his creation that included the sun and the moon, the moon that could be seen when it is dark, so from the time it was created, I have not heard of any saying wondering what the moon might be made of. The only thing that I have heard in connection to that was when the moon first comes out you can tell how the weather is going to be like in the coming days. 

Moon had been observed from time immemorial, especially in the days when hunting equipments were primitive, they were able to determine if the weather was going to be bad from the time it first comes out to the time it goes into a full moon, or if hunting is going to be good as it grows to a full moon. 

When the moon come out with the crescent tilted towards the bottom, this is an indication that the weather is going to be good as it gets to the full moon, it is said that when it is like that it is carrying the bad weather. That was the saying. When it comes out with the crescent upright, it is said that with this moon weather conditions are going to be favourable for hunting. 

So I have seen it at work accordingly. 

Q. When the people had just gone through the process of SIRQITIRTUT,  they would no doubt would have to put one day aside to rest and do no hunting or any other thing, how were you able to keep track of the days before you started to use calendars? 

A. The women in the camp would consult with each other, like if they knew the Sunday, the days after that day were made sure that they were tracked. Some would mark something for each day pass. Whoever was keeping record of the days would make sure that they did not loose their record. 

For us whose time was taken up hunting and doing other things where in a lot of cases we did not pay attention to time nor did we get some sleeps day after day as we might have been too busy hunting, so we had to be kept informed by others on the days as we would hunt and paid no attention to each day pass, when we did get some sleep we would sleep we would sleep for long periods. One must realize that in those days hunting was crucial for the survival of the people. So days were recorded by the people that stayed home while the hunters hunted. 

There were times when I use to spend time alone out on the land so it was important for me to keep track of the days as well. 

In those days we did not have any papers or anything like that so we had to find something else to mark the passage of each day. 

Q. How did they go about naming week days like (VOC) NAGGAJJAU [Monday], ( VOC) AIPPAA [Tuesday] and so on? 

A. After (VOC) NAATTIINGUJAQ [Sunday] we would keep record in our memory that days following, like NAGAJJAU, AIPPAN, (VOC) PINGAJUAN [Wednesday], and so on. So the name of each day helped us to remember the days as they pass to Sunday. We were made aware of these days with the introduction of Christianity. The name for each day differs from region to region, so the name of the days that we use are what we use in this region extending on to TUNUNIQ. 

(VOC) SIVATAARVIK [Saturday], stems from the time of the early traders when Christianity was fully practised, which of course goes for the rest of the days in the week. So then SIVATAARVIK (When biscuits are gotten) would be  the  time  when the people in camp would be given some food from the store. So as NAATINGUJAQ is only a day away where everyone would have to rest and do nothing, so the women would go to the store to get their rations, this was  at  the request of the trader. So SIVATAARVIK was used to prepare for the following day where everyone must refrain from any type of activities so it was necessary for them to have something to eat while they observe the day of rest. Of course their main concern was food for their children, so SIVATAARVIK was the ration day from the store. So on each SIVATAARVIK the trader would announce that they were ready to take their rations, so each of the women would go to the store with a bag or some-thing to put their rations. The rations would consist of tea, sugar, flour and biscuits. So once the women got home they then would bake flour, I am certain this was the day when the women were jubilant. 

The whalers first came to the MITTIMATALIK area, and of course the people were able to trade with some of the hunting implements like fire arms which of course were not the type we are familiar with, but they were the type that did not have shell, a musket. Shortly after that they were able to get different type of fire-arm where they used ammunitions with shells with it. So with these types of hunting implements the hunters found that it was so easy to shoot a game with these firearms. The bore on these rifles were much bigger than the one that we are familiar with, the bullets were still round but there was now shells that could be loaded. 

When KAPITAIKALLAK wintered, the hunters were able to get fire-arms with the bore much smaller but they carried more power than the earlier type, after that the traders started to get to this land in various locations.
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Q. In the days past, people used to determine the forecasting of the weather conditions for the spring and the summer based on whichever comes first between the moon and the sun when the sun was returning after the dark period, was there ever a time when they returned the same time? 

A. It has never been pointed out to me that there is ever a time when the moon and the sun are returning the same time after the sun was returning after the dark period, another factor of course is the overcast conditions when the sun is returning. One of them always comes before the other. 

When the sun came out way after the moon had already been out. In the years past, they use to say that the spring would be colder when the sun came out before the moon has. In most of the cases I do believe that it was accurate, I might add that before your time there was times when there was no ice break up in the summer time. 

Q. During the dark period there is a shortest day just before the daylight starts to return, was there was way for you to tell the shortest day of the dark period? 

A. No, it was hard to tell before the calendars were used. It was not known about the shortest day. The people use to concentrate their time on hunting so there were times when I did not pay too much attention to the climatic conditions. I do not think that the shortest day was known. 

Q. Were you able to tell when the daylight was going to start to return by the observing of the stars or other conditions? 

A. In those days the stars were observed to determine the change on climates. The stars would start to come out earlier when the daylight started to return, these were determined by the stars before the time when the calendars were used to keep track of the time. So when the stars start to come out earlier it was an indication that the daylight hours were returning. 

Q. When did the stars AAGJUUK come out? 

A. When the daylight hours were returning, the stars AAGJUUK would start to show up earlier, well, when the daylight hours were returning the stars AAGJUUK will start to become visible. 

Q. About where would the star AAGJUUK come out? 

A. Over there, as most of the stars that were used to determined the time would come out in the same direction. These would in-clude the stars (VOC) SAKIATTIAN [the dogs] and (VOC) AKUTTUJUUK [far apart from each other], as the night progresses they would move to the right, as the morning approaches they would have moved to the right as the moon would. 

The direction where the stars would come out is toward (VOC) KANANGNAQ [NW wind] and (VOC) NIGIQ [SE wind]. 

Q. So the stars AKUTTUJUUK were also used to determine the time? 

A. Yes,  AKUTTUJUUK are bright stars so they are easily iden-tifiable so they were depended upon to determine the time, they are also located toward the direction of KANANGNAQ toward NIGIQ. These stars also used to determine the return of the sun. There was a saying that the stars are starting to get faster, what that meant was the fact that the stars that were used to determine the time would start to come out earlier at night. So when they said that the stars were now going faster, it meant that the daylight was well on its way back. 

Q. Would the stars AKUTTUJUUK come out at night, While the stars AAGJUUK would come out in the morning? 

A. No, they would come out late at night, all the stars get higher in the middle of the might, when the morning approaches they would start to get lower again, so AKUTTUJUUK would come out as the night advances to the middle of the night. 

The cluster of stars called SAKIATTIAN are very easily identifi-able so when one is stranded out on the moving ice when the moving ice dislodges itself from the land fast ice, the hunters will go adrift with it, so it is very hard to tell their position on account of the ice fog they are surrounded in. In this condition  the cluster of the stars SAKIATTIAN are used to determine their position as they are easy to tell, no matter where you might be they will always be facing the (VOC) IKIQ (pn)  so the hunters would move to the opposite direction to get back onto the land fast ice. These clusters of stars are always toward the direction of the ( south) in the night but as the morning progresses they will move to further (west). So in general, all the stars move to that general direction throughout the night. 

Q. Are the stars AKUTTUJUUK use to tell time as the spring pro-gresses? 

A. Most probably but I have not noticed them as the spring ap-proaches. 

Q. Can the moon be used to determine the direction where you are travelling to? 

A. During the time we made our journeys with the dog team we use to depend on the moon for navigation when we had to travel late at might, this applies to travelling even on the land fast ice. When we had to travel to long distances we depended on the moon but we kept track of the movement of the moon. The moon was depended on. Yes, we use to depend on the moon for navigational purposes. 

Q. It must be difficult to depend on the moon for navigation as the moon usually come out in different direction. 

A. When there was no moon we had to depend on the stars for navigation, the brighter stars are easier to identify. As we journey, we would position ourselves to a star, like we would use the star that is situated ahead of us. So as we continue with our journey we would use the stars for a direction, just a little bit to the left, this was when we did not use the moon for navigation. When the moon starts to wane, it will start to come out later each day. So, it is easy to tell when the moon comes out earlier. So when we depend on the stars or the moon ahead of us, as we continue on, we would go toward the left of the object should we have to travel late. That is the way it always had been, they are good navigational objects as it will lead us to the direction where we want to go. 

Q. On the clear night when the moon is out and the stars are visible which of them would one use for navigation? 

A. When it is not possible to use the stars or the moon one would have to depend on the formations of the snow, I might add that this is also applicable for a daylight journey when the conditions are obscured. The ground and the formation of snow structures had always been used to determine to which direction one was travelling. It is important for people that frequently go out on hunting trips to know the snow formation. There will be a time when there is a blizzard from any direction which will build a snow bank on the lee ways of ice ridges or stone on the land. These built up of snow drifts will remain throughout the winter. At the time when we use to travel by dog team, we used to depend on these conditions for navigation and to keep us on the right track to our destination. When there are no other navigational aids we use to depend on them, at night when we are faced with the obscured condition we use to get the feeling of the ground condition with our feet, this was to determine how the built up of snow were facing. 

In addition when there had been a blizzard, there will also be a build up of snow formation called UQALURAQ on the ground. The wind (VOC) UANGNAQ [ Northwest wind] forms these UQALURAIT (Snow forms), conversely even if there is a strong wind from (VOC) NIGIQ [South wind] it will not form UQALURAIT as much. So the UQALURAIT are formed slants to this direction so this is pointing toward UANGNAQ, so these were the formations that one depended on for navigation. QIMUKJUIT formed from the direction of NIGIQ and the UQALURAIT formed from the direction of UANGNAQ will remain if they were formed during a blizzard, they will remain throughout the year as long as there is snow, so it was important to set your bearings on these formations well in advance as you will continue to use them throughout the winter when you are faced with obscured conditions, so in those days we used them to set our bearings so that we were able to reach our destination without too much difficulty. So the ground formation was import-ant for navigational purposes from time immemorial. 

When there is a full moon you can see the ground so you also can depend on the ground, but you will probably use the stars for navigational purposes should you are travelling late at night. 

Q. Does the moon have any effects on the behaviour of animals? 

A. The only thing is that of sea animals, especially the large sea animals. During the dark period they are usually out deep in the main bodies of water away from the direction of the land fast ice. That includes sea animals like seals and bearded seals where they are usually away from the land fast ice area, so when the daylight hours start to return they will start to land on the land fast ice starting with the smaller sea animals like seals followed by bearded seals and walruses being the last to land. So during the dark period they will environ on the main water away from the land fast ice, so when the seals start to land, the moon does not have any effect on the movement of the seal animals. 

The moon can be used to determine when the sea animals start to land. As for the land animals I have not paid close attention to them. I know that with seasons and the weather conditions they will usually move in the same direction that is the caribou.  They are usually going to the same general direction. 

Q. In those days when the hunting equipments were crude, did the people experience any physical or mental illnesses during the dark period? 

A. In those days the Inuit did not travel as much from region to region I did not notice when they use to get sick as much. But I have noticed that the people seem to get sick much easier when they started to go from one region to the other so some would carry some sicknesses to other places. When the people travelled from another region they would catch colds. So in those days they use to remain in one camp throughout the dark period so there was not as much sickness as would when one went from one region to the other so I really have not noticed when people use to get sick easier during the dark period. 

Q. Does (VOC) TAUVIKJJUAQ [darkest period]cover the 'dark period' or does it refer to the moon during the dark period? 

A. The period that covers when the sun is completely gone and the days are at their shortest is called 'TAUVIKJJUAQ'. The moon that comes out during that period than is referred to as 'TAUVIKJJUAQ'. 

Q. The moon that is our now, which moon is that? 

A. This moon when it was coming out was the one that was compet-ing with the sun as to which would come out first, so we say when we refer to the racing of the two as (VOC) 'INGIARQAUTIJUK' [trying to be first]. But this year I have noticed that even when the days were short it looked as if the sun was higher than other times during this period, it ap-peared as if the sun was going to return earlier than usual, indeed the sun came out sooner than any other time in my living memory. 

Q. What would you call the moon that is out right now? 

A. That moon was the one that was referred to as the one that was racing with the sun, but it was beaten by the sun by a large margin. The sun came out much earlier than any other time. There were some years that when the moon raced with the sun. This year the sun came out much earlier than any other time. 

Q. Now a days we depend on the clock (time) very much, we have the days in the week, or we have the months, before these were observed how was time observed? 

A. They used the moons to determine the time, so as the days started to get longer they use to appreciate the fact that they had been able to pass the difficult period without too much difficulty so they rejoiced over that fact. As the days were getting longer, they were now able to hunt for animals as the daylight hours increased, so they use to move to their winter camp in order to get closer to the hunting grounds when the sun was getting higher and higher. In those days’ seals were very important as it was the main animal that kept the people alive. So in order to appreciate this period they use to have celebration called 'QAGGI'. The camps that may have been scattered in various locations would gather to one central location where they would be closer and accessible to the hunting grounds on the ice in order to hunt seals by breathing holes, or when the south winds pre-vailed, they could go on to the moving ice to hunt for walrus. When they were satisfied that they would be able to survive without too much difficulty they would hold QAGGI, in addition they were thankful that they had been able to survive the worst during the dark period. 

Q. Were you to go on a trading journey either to the KEEWATIN or the overland journey, how were you to determine when you would have to make that journey and what kinds of preparation needed to be done at that time? 

A. As the sun gets higher, the ground conditions would change so that it would be faster for one to travel to some distant land. As the sun started to get higher, the ground would start to change so that was the time when preparations were started for the people that were to make journeys to distant lands for the trading expeditions. It was necessary to carry as much dog food and for their own consumption. As for the clothing, these would have been made well in advance by the women as they would have been used while the men hunted before making any preparation to go out on a long distance journey. After the clothing for men had been made then the women would start to make their own clothing for the trip for they would accompany the men to go out on these journeys. 

Q. If it was today, when would you ask your household providers to make the journey to the distant lands to go out trading? 

A. In those days the moon (VOC) AVUNNIQ (pn) would be the time when they use to concentrate in making preparation to go out on a distance journey. AVUNNIQ is in reference to the seal pups that are born prematurely, and the next of course being NATTIAT. So the one prior to that was the time when the ground surface started to thaw so that it would become fast for one to travel by sled. So when this period was approaching they would have started to prepare themselves to go out on a long journey. Preparations would include women making their own clothing so that they would go along on these journeys, the men would have had their clothing already made before hand. I would have made sure that my offsprings would have made all preparations needed for a long distance journey when the sun would have been high. 

In those days’ meat and blubber was not wasted, as the only mean of heat depended heavily on blubber, and the only way to feed the dogs was with the meat caught from the animals, which the people also depended on for their own consumption. As soon as there was a stock pile, we would have to look after them very carefully so that when journeys had to be made to the distant land they would have to take along sufficient supplies for them to carry. So, we use to lead a life that made sure that nothing was wasted. 

Q. At this time as the sun is getting higher, I would imagine when they were going to go out on a day's hunting trip they probably did not say that we will be departing at certain time following the time on the clock. 

A. No, we never did that, as the sun was getting higher so that the daylight would be longer so they would start to concentrate their time hunting seal by breathing holes, so someone would shout out invitations like (VOC)'TAJARNAAQ [fore flipper or the arm] or (VOC)'TINGUUK' [liver], and so forth, so when the invitation had been called by shouting so that the men that were to go out on the hunt that day would gather to share in with the food that was called for. So the hunters would gather in one dwelling to share in with the food in the morning, the day before they would have already decided where they would be going to identify where the seal breathing holes would be as this would be the first such seal hunting trips when the sun was well on its way back. 

After the invitation had been shouted out the men that were going out on a hunt would gather to the place and share in with the food that had been called out. As for us who were now big enough to tend to the dogs were also asked to ear with the hunters so that we would not get cold from hunger that day. After the meal had been eaten before the men went back to their place, they would start to discuss how they are going to go about their hunt that day and to determine the location where the seal breathing holes had been identified beforehand. At this time consensus would be reached where they would go, and shortly after they would go back to their respective homes after they had determined where they would go that day, in so doing they are now able to make their preparation for departure and leave almost at the same time. That was the way it was when they depended on hunting for their sur-vival. 

As they travelled to the vicinity of the predetermined location, the first to reach the place would stop to wait for the ones behind. As soon as the hunters that were behind caught up with the first ones, the last dog team to arrive would then be asked if there might be another dog team behind him, if he says that there is no one else, at this time they would all proceed togeth-er to the going at the seal breathing holes. This practice of going at the seal breathing holes together was so that all the seal breathing holes could be covered all at ones thereby insur-ing the maximum yield in these particular seal breathing holes. So these were the things that were predetermined while they had gathered in their morning meal. 

That night when they returned from their hunting trip another invitation would be called, this time it would be a cooked meal. Once everyone had gathered and had eaten, they will start to discuss the days’ events in preparation for the following days hunting trips, in addition additional seal breathing holes would have been identified. Should there have been an incident where they had lost a seal they would determine where they would have to look the following day. They would determine that by looking at the ground that was covered by the hunters and they would also determine where the last hunter had positioned himself so they would determine that the area beyond the hunter would have to be looked again so that they may find the breathing hole where the seal might have taken refuge away from all the hunters that covered the area when they were in position in the seal breathing holes. So when they should return to the area the grounds that were not covered the precious day would be investigated. 

It was very important that the people all helped each other and work together to survive. 

Q. As the sun gets higher and higher when would you determine that it was ( VOC) UPIRNGAKSAAQ [early spring]? 

A. As the sun progresses the period after NATTIAN is considered to be UPIRNGAKSAAQ. This period is when the temperatures are starting to get really warm and the sea at the floe edge nears the time when it will no longer freeze the water. As the snow really starts to melt that is then called (VOC) UPIRNGAAQ [spring]. Another determining factor to UPIRNGAKSAAQ is when the daylight hours are long and the sun gets high up in the skies where it starts to have an effect on the temperature. This is the time shortly after NATTIAN. UPIRNGAAQ is when the sun starts to melt the ice so the ice starts to form surface waters. 

Q. Can you also tell us when (VOC) UKIAQ [fall] starts? 

A. That is when the temperatures start to get cold this period is known as ( VOC) UKIAKSAAQ [early fall]. When the temperatures start to get really cold so that the ground starts to get covered in snow that is UKIAQ or sometimes it can be called UKIAKSAAQ. Both terms can be used for that period. As it really starts to get cold and the daylight hours are now getting shorter and shorter that is then called (VOC) UKIUQ [winter]. 

For those that had spent the summer inland hunting caribou, to places like ( VOC) ALARNAARJJUK (pn), when the ponds and lakes freeze as it is now UKIAKSAAQ, they will now have a good route to get back to the littoral when they are able to travel on the ice, either by walking or UNIUTITURTUT which is when they use a caribou or polar bear skin for a sled, this period is called UKIAQ. This is when they are able to travel with dogs, they may not have a sled as such but they are able to utilize the dogs to pull a load. So the period when there is hardly any snow on the ground is called UKIAKSAAQ to the time when the ground is fully covered with snow. 

Q. Is there another way you can determine UKIAKSAAQ, either by the habits of the animals or by the position of the stars, or the sun? 

A. When the ponds start to freeze over, the caribous would start to migrate so we had to look out for them, for the caribous that had migrated to the end of the range in the spring, in UKIAQ when the ground had frozen the caribou would start to migrate back toward KIVATI (south). As for the Baffin Island, the caribous would start to return toward southern directions. 

As for the weather it would start to get bad but it will not have any effect to the movement of the animals. When the weather was bad on days on end there were times when some migrating animals would have passed while the hunters were immobile on account of the weather. When the weather was favourable and there was suffi-cient snow so that the caribous would be able to leave tracks we would wait for the migrating caribou. In most cases the migrating caribou would cover the same area. 

Q. So UKIAKSAAQ can also see more unfavourable weather conditions? 

 A. Yes, heavy winds are more frequent. But if it does not cause obscurity, it would not cause us men to sit it out, we would continue with our daily occupation despite the heavy winds. The only thing that prevented the men from doing their daily occupa-tion is when the conditions were obscured. Each summer I use to spend the summer inland especially when we had moved to this area where the caribous are more scarce, heavy winds did not hinder with what we had to do, but it had an effect on the women. 

Q. What was used to determine UPIRNGAKSAAQ? 

A. What I mentioned earlier was the time referred to as NATTIAN, the moon, which is when the seals had started to give birth to their pups, so that was the time when it was referred to UPIRN-GAKSAAQ when the temperatures were getting warmer. That was the beginning of UPIRNGAKSAAQ. This was also the time when they were now able to make a long distance journey. So they would journey to long distance locations starting from (VOC) AVUNNIT(pn) when the ground was ideal to make long distance journeys. 

UPIRNGAAQ is when the ground starts to melt. In addition we were also kept informed about the danger one faces when hunting along the floe-edge, when the ice starts to break away from the land fast ice and when the ice no longer forms on the water. It was mentioned that this period was the time when it was feared most when the ice was starting to melt. We were told that we should not go out to the edge to hunt if one did not have any boat with them. So we were discouraged and forbidden to hunt in that area at that particular time. This is also the time when the snow starts to melt causing surface puddles on the ice.  This period is UPIRNGAAQ to when there is an ice breakup. Once the breakup has occurred then it is AUJAQ. 

Also at the breakup the skins of the caribous are now ideal for clothing so that is when they are started to be hunted so that enough skins can be secured for clothing material. This moon is called SAGGARUUT. 

Q. This year there were two moons during the dark period, so can the two moons be called TAUVIGJJUAQ? 

A. There is one particular moon that is called TAUVIGJJUAQ, the one before that comes out as the sun starts to fade is called ARQAQATAA, that was the term used by the people of TUNUNIRMIUT, the one that comes out during the dark period is called TAUVIG-JUAQ. 

Q. As you are now an old person, there certainly is an incident that you still get to remember once in a while about the things that happened that you found to be funny.
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...he started to eat the type of food that he had been shown. One day he noticed something that he himself did not feel, all the rest of the caribou herd was getting scared of something, he did not personally feel anything that would cause him to get intimidated. Someone said: (VOC)" TAIMAGUUQ PISUKASUASARNAAP ARNAA QILALIK QUVALIK" [“There is this mother of PISUKASUASARNAAQ who has a QILA]. 

So then a female caribou with a calf told the one with the (VOC) QILA [who could consult with something through spirits by asking questions]. She used her hind leg as a lifter in the consultation process. So she pointed to the direction of the source that was intimidating to the rest of  the caribou herd. So all at once the caribou started to flee away. As they fled, they pass an area where there was an abundance of food to eat, so he and another stopped to eat while the rest fled away. The two saw the rest of the caribou herd that was starting to cross a lake in QAJAQ’s. He then said;(VOC) "QAJARMIKLIQAI NUNGUUJJAUVUGUK". [I wonder if they had taken all the QAJAQ’s without leaving any for us]. 

At that moment they started to rush to the lake, when they went on the shore of  the lake they found two QAJAQ’s, so they immediately took them and started across the lake after the rest of the herd. As they neared crossed, they saw out in the distance ahead of them vague images of the rest of the herd,  at this time they were trying to hurry up in order to catch them. As it turned, out the rest of the caribous in a herd  was caught by the hunters. As they proceeded on they came upon an INUK. At that moment they started to flee away from him but they got lanced and killed. They were towed to the land and pulled onto the land. Once they had been pulled, they started to get skinned. As it turned out they were on top of a raised beach. 

When he was being skinned, he found that it really hurt badly, the knife the hunter was using to skin  him would slip now and then, when that happened he found it  to be really painful. At that moment he  thought to himself  wishing that the hunter would sharpen  his knife. Soon afterwards the man sharpened  his knife and proceeded with his skinning, he no longer felt the pain except the feeling as if a feather had been brushed along. This also happened when he was lanced, where he felt as if the feather had been brushed on his skin. Once they had been butchered, they were made to a cache. He was facing the same position all through this time which started to make him  feel pain on the side that was on the ground. He was getting impatient about someone coming to get him, no matter how he wished that he could change sides,  it was not possible he was really tired now being in the same position all through the time. So finally, the stones that covered him started to get taken off. Once all the stones had been removed, he was taken out, of course he felt so relieved. They were then taken home by dog team, again he thought to himself that he hoped that he will not be eaten by a woman who was having her menstruation, in fact he hoped that no woman with menstruation would go to the gathering where he will  be feasting upon. So the people came to the dwelling to feast on him with a woman that was  menstruating, soon someone told her to leave the dwelling, but after a while a piece of meat was taken to her. 

After that he became a raven. As a raven, he flew around with the rest of the ravens. One day there  was a drifting snow with an overcast condition. He and the others decided to fly around in a search of food to eat. They came to the entrance of a fiord and they decided that both would fly over the beach  on both sides of the fiord. They agreed that if either  one of them came upon something that they can it, the other would signal the other with a caw.  So they both started to fly over the beach on both sides, soon they  disappeared from each other from  the distance.  As he flew, he came across a polar  bear that was feeding on something. At this time he cawed number of times to get the attention of his partner.  As the bear fed it would scatter some pieces of meat so he would take these. Whenever the bear went for him, he would jump to the side to get away from the jaws of the bear. All this times, he was waiting for his partner to show up. He started to take few pieces here and there.  Whenever the  bear went for him,  he would jump aside. When he went for a piece of  meat, the bear came right on trampling him dead. He lay on the ice until the sun started to melt the snow so he once again was no longer covered with snow. 

And then he became a seal after that. As a seal he could hear the sound of foot  steps on  the ice.  Some of  the breathing holes appeared to be darker than others watching from beneath the ice. 

Each of the shades differed, some were brighter while the others were darker. The seals were not at all lured to the darker shade AGLU’s but they would all rush to take in air at the brighter ones. He was starting to yearn for air at one time, he was getting desperate for air so when he passed by an AGLU he decided that he was going to that regardless. Once he got there, he was now taking in air and breathing. All at once it  start to drip water. As it dripped, he thought to himself that when it dripped again he will  try to avoid the drip as it fell. So when it started to drip he made attempts to move to the side to avoid it, all at once he felt as if a feather had touched him. As it turned out it was a harpoon head that he thought was a drop of water. So then he was caught where he was dragged home. When  the hunter arrived home to a woman, the seal into the dwelling,  followed by the man who had caught him. The hunter  then proceeded  to take his footwear off. The seal thought to himself how he wished  a woman would butcher him, soon the woman started to butcher him. He climbed up through the cord that  keeps her pants up and entered her. Here he lived inside her as a fetus, what he thought was an Igloo, when a hunter arrived, each time the woman rushed go outdoor to greet the hunter, so he started to think to himself  that he was going to rush out whenever it was time for him to leave his dwelling, each morning  when  the  woman woke up she would immediately get dressed and rush outdoors. He was in this manner for a long  time until one day he noticed that his dwelling was getting  gloomy with the water  starting to show on the walls. He saw next to the entrance two objects, one being and (VOC) ULU [women’s knife] while the other on  the opposite side a toy harpoon set.  He started to think that he wanted to  leave this dwelling, he wondered to himself as to which he  will grab on  his way out, he so much liked both items. So then he went for the toy harpoon as he exited from his dwelling. Once he was out of  his dwelling he found the place so bright he had to close his eyes, at the same time he made attempts to utter a word. Instead of uttering a word all he said was "UNGAA,” with each attempts to say a word he kept saying  "UNGAA.”  As he turned out when he had left his dwelling, he was crying. 

Q.  After the dark period as the sun is going to return, there is a saying that the sun and the moon compete to see who is going to come out first, how does that go? 

A. The way it is said is that, the sun and the moon compete as to which will come out first after the  dark period in  which we are in at the moment. The moon after this period will first come out thinner than any other times throughout the year, so that is the moon that competes with the sun. Depending which comes out first is determined if  the summer is going to be weak. Sometimes the summer is  deemed  to be strong  which is predetermined by  the result as to which came out first between the sun and the moon.  Last spring we experienced favourable conditions because the sun came out before  the moon did. Throughout the summer we hardly experience any rain, this was the  result that the sun  had come out before the moon that time after the dark period. Had the moon beaten the sun, the condition would not have been the way it was. 

Q. Have you seen a lot of moon eclipses? 

A. Once in a long while, the moon eclipse happens more frequently that the sun eclipse. The phenomenon of the eclipses was not seen as something that had an  ill effect.  It was something that was seen as a natural phenomenon, except that when the moon eclipse occurred they knew that the moon was going  to go sooner than normal circumstances.  In those days when snow machines were not  used,  the moonlight was important to the travellers. After the moon eclipse had occurred,  they use to say that the moon will soon start to  head  toward its last  quarter sooner  than other times when there is no moon eclipse, as a matter of fact it would immediately moves away. 

As for the sun eclipse, I once have seen the sun eclipse  in my childhood. That summer I saw the moon,  but as it turned out it was the sun that was partially covered with the eclipse. There was an old lady who  is said to have been alarmed and  afraid of the sun eclipse, she was said to say that : (VOC) "SIQINIQAIGUUQ NUNAMUN IRNIJARTULIRPUQ!" [Sun must be going to the earth to bear her child.] This old lady was known as ULLURIAQ.  I use to see her, she was really old, her aging was slow, the same goes for my (VOC) ANGAK [an uncle on mother’s side], PIUGAATTUK who is old yet his aging does not appear to be visibly so. She too was like him but she lived to be an old, old woman. Because of her advanced age was no longer able to get up from her bed, it is said what led to her bed ridden condition was the fact  that she grew tired of making her pillow each night when she was going to go to sleep. It was not that she was no longer mobile, but she grew tired of having to fix her pillow each time she would go to sleep. She would have to take out her pillow each time she woke up and have to fix it again when she was going to go back to sleep, that part she grew tired of. She might have heard something in prior years about the prediction that the sun will eventually come to earth to give birth is she was afraid that:  (VOC)"ASUILAAQAIGUUQ NUNAMUN SIQINIQ IRNIJARTULIRPUQ!" [ This must be it. The sun is going to earth to give birth]! In those days the people feared  the time when the world was eventually coming to an end, so it might have been something in that line that she feared that the sun would eventually come down to earth to give birth. But I am not certain what she really meant by what she said about the sun during the eclipse.
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In those days trying to survive with crude hunting equipment was difficult especially when one had to depend on subsistence hunting for survival, the winters were cold in the land the Inuit lived in. In addition the only source of fuel had to be got from the blubber taken from  marine animals. So for these reasons it was a difficult task one had to undertake in order to survive the harsh environment. If it was then, this time of the season we are in would be devoted  to gather as much seal blubber as possible for storage.  This was the period  when the seals are easier to catch in greater numbers as the hunters  would be able to stalk seals by (VOC) AURIAQ [When a hunter stalks seals on the ice by crawling motion and to imitate the seal until the hunter is close enough to the basking seal for him to catch it with his harpoon, or shoot with his rifle in the latter years at a very close range] when the seals started to bask on the ice, in addition the hunters would find it easier to catch seals using harpoons. When the temperatures get warmer so that snow is melting to expose earth in some areas,  this was the time when things could be dried outdoors. They would store  blubber that will be cache throughout  the summer period so that the cache could be used when winter once again set in. This was the period to gather meat in order to store them whenever  the amount warranted, all these were done to prepare themselves for the coming of the winter which is  extremely harsh and cold, should someone be without food or fuel to heat their dwellings they would be faced with uncertainty about their survival. So for this reason if the people made it through the winter,  they would celebrate the passage of winter with merriment for they had made it without too much difficulty. 

When the sun returned they would have games and other things to mark the passage of winter. When the sun got higher they would have further celebration in view of the fact that they were able to pass the winter without too much adversity, they would hold games with teams made up of ( VOC) AGGIARJUIT [old squaw ducks] for those who were born in a tent, and for those who were born in an Igloo the team would be known as (VOC) AQIGGIT [ptarmigans]. The idea was to outdo each  other in any games that may require some competition when the temperatures were comfortable enough for  people to stay outdoors. This would include tug of  war using leather thongs, (VOC) PIGLIQTAUTIJUT [A game where a person would be in a kneeling position and would jump up to his feet without any aid and repeating the jumping until one misses jumping up], all this would be done  with 

the AGGIARJUIT on one side  and the EXEGETE on the other side trying to outdo each other. These were some of  the games that  were  played  in these celebrations. In addition they would start to hold (VOC) QAGGI [A round enclosure of any type including a place to hold games usually drum dances and other indoor games] which  was to entertain themselves. After the hunters had returned from their hunt each day after they had settled down and have eaten they would gather to the largest Igloo in the camp. Around this area they hardly ever made a  QAGGI. So someone would call out " QAGGIAVUUT! QAGGIAVUUT!", so then men and their wives would go to that place after they had eaten, this was usually held early in the evening. The men would take turns to dance while the women were in the bed platform singing the AJA JA songs  that  had  been  composed  by the dancer.  When the dancer stopped he  would put down  the drum and another man would get hold of  it and start  the dance, meanwhile the women sang to him which sounded really good as all  the women participated in the song.  This was the most enjoyable time. This was held when the sun was getting higher known as (VOC) QANGATTAAQSAT [which is to identify the moon at that period]. This was the time when the daylight hours were getting longer, the moon before that was known as (VOC) SIQINNAARUKTUQ [which was  when the  sun  was just returning]. When the sun was getting higher and higher so that the sun could  be seen completely  at its highest  level of the altitude, knowing that they would be able to return to the  time they could once  again have sufficient games for their  survival  they would measure the sun by stretching out their arm and using their mitt. The way it was measured was to line the bottom of the mitt to the horizon,  if the top of the mitt lined with the bottom of the sun then it was called (VOC) PUALUTANIKPUQ [Having gain its height of PUALU or the mitt]. At first the food supply might be scarce at times but they were now confident that the worst had passed so then they would start to hold QAGGI. 

Q. Where does the sun come up when it has PUALUTANIKTUQ? 

A.  It was measured when the sun was deemed to be at  its highest level. 

Q. Is there a word for the vernal equinox? 

A.  When that happens it would only be referred to as being completely opposite from the time it came up to the time it set which usually happened shortly after PUALUTANIKPUQ, this was the indicating factor that the times were going to get easier even at times it will still be cold but the temperatures would be getting warmer gradually. When the sun starts to fade again in the autumn (autumnal equinox)  it was not paid much attention to as the time when it was returning. One thing for certain was that  the time was spent to really start storing food for the winter and the caches were secured so  that the  foxes would not get  into them. That is the only thing that I can connect to that certain period in the autumn. 

Q.  Are you familiar with (VOC) INUKSUGAIT [Stone markers usually piled up as in cairn] that might have bearings to some stars? 

A.  I have not heard of anything that might have some connection to this, however, I do know that they use to use for markers especially if they thought  that their caribou cache might get buried in the snow comes winter,  this usually was the case when the caribous were cached  in a gorge where it would  be the only place where there were stones that could be used to cover the caribou meat with, so an INUKSUGAQ would usually be erected on a rise not far from that location, they would also set a pointer on top of it in the direction of the cache so as to  know exactly where the cache is situated should  it be buried  under the snow when they return for it in the winter time. Another use for these 

was the time when the hunters hunted caribou in a QAJAQ, When the caribous are migrating they  usually go to one direction so the hunters usually stayed  around the lakes in order to get the caribous to swim across the lakes. What would happen is that the caribous would walk to the lake  and make a  detour following the shores of the lake,  so in order to  get them to swim  across the lakes the hunters would set up small INUKSUGAIT on top of a rise, in most  cases there would be numerous INUKSUGAIT  lined to the lake, as it gets closer to the lake the  distance between these INUKSUGAIT would get closer to each  other in order  to scare the animal to the lake. 

Q.  Have you ever experience or  heard of  anyone experiencing an earth quake? 

A.  We really did not hear too much about earth quakes  in those days,  I do know that it has been  predicted that these things would start to happen so I would think that these  things are now starting to happen with earth quakes,  but in those days we never heard too much about it. 

Q. What about the mirage, what can you tell us about it? 

A. In a clear day you can see mirage far off in the horizon, what you see will be something that gets bigger at times and disappear as we go towards it, it will completely disappear and shortly when it becomes visible again you will actually see what  it was that is an indicating factor that it is getting closer. Unless the object  is some distance away you  will be able to see its mirage. The mirage was especially useful  before telescopes were used for you could see the mirage. In a clear day  when we went out by boat we were able to see walrus basking on the ice in the mirage which would disappear but  we  would  keep going to that direction so after some time the walruses would appear in actual image soon you would be able to get into them. I only know about the mirage in the water. When one is hunting in the  water one have to pay  more attention to the surroundings as  you would on the land. One can loose the bearings much easier in the water in the event that  the wind  sifts direction and  the sun  is not visible.  This was more so when they started to hunt walrus deep in the bodies of water. 

Q. What do you call the fossils in INUKTITUT? 

A.  I really cannot elaborate on that for I am not able to talk about them too much. For the ones that  look like ptarmigan droppings known as (VOC) URUNIIT [ptarmigan droppings] they are usually round and spiral they are known as (VOC) AQUPITTUUJAQ[], the ones that are stretched are known as ( VOC) SAURNGUJAQ[], the ones that resembles bones that is. 

(VOC) IKSIQTUQ [] is something that makes rumbling sounds and move the ground was the only indicating factor about an earth quake. This happens once in a long while. I have experienced this phenomenon 

personally. While I was living at TUNNUNIQ around the area of MITTIMATALIK, me and my  uncle use to spend the summer in that area, that is the person that the QAUNNAQ names are named after. 

At one time I went  inland in search of caribou early in the autumn. We were staying at (VOC) QURLURTUQ (pn) at the time. When I started to walk towards inland the wind started to pick up, when I neared my  destination it  started to rumble as  I was relaxing,  as the sound grew louder the area I was on started to shake a bit then I realized  that  it was  not the wind  that was causing  it. As it rumbled and the ground I was on felt as if it was shaking. Then I remembered  that  these kinds of phenomenon happened once in a while and they are referred to as (VOC) IKSIQTUQ[], I was scared  a bit but then I remembered that this was a natural occurrence  that I have been told about, so I tried to get my fear at ease. First it appeared to be so close then it started to move away,  along with it the ground was starting to stabilize . 

I really do not  have too much  knowledge about the  sun eclipse, but once in a long  while there will  be sun  eclipse. After the sun eclipse the weather usually seemed to get warmer. This is the only thing that I know in connection to  the sun eclipse. I have not  heard what  cause sun eclipse. But what  I know  is that it happens very  rarely.  As the sun eclipse is a  rare phenomenon sometimes  the people that never seen  a sun eclipse  will get frightened.  They were weary that there might be some effects to the (VOC) SILA [The weather, the atmosphere, and air connected to the sun eclipse]. 

Q.  What about for (VOC) AQSARNIIT [Northern lights] when you were a child were the AQSARNIIT something to be afraid of? 

A.  I really do not know if the AQSARNIIT were  feared,  but when they made swishing sound we would get afraid of them then, but it was insisted by our parents that we should not be afraid of them, 

but as children we would get  afraid of them  nevertheless, so we would try to be brave . One of the principle use of the AQSARNIIT is the light it gives out. When someone starts to whistle at them 

it would appear that they would be more active to the point where sometimes one can hear the swishing  sound it would  make. In the areas where there is  hardly any daylight especially  around the Resolute Bay area,  when the night  falls it gets even  darker so the AQSARNIIT were used  much more in  that area as  a source of light during the dark period .  Even when the moon is not  out the lights emitted from  the  AQSARNIIT are  sufficient  for  one to travel as the ground can be seen. 

Q.  In the old days when taboos were strictly adhere to, have you heard about the taboo against playing cat's cradle before the sun returned? 

A. All I can tell you about that is the we as boys were forbidden to play cat's cradle. I have forgotten about some restrictions in connections to cat's cradle. 

It was important that  the outdoor garments  be  made  before the winter set in,  this was usually about autumn when the  days were getting shorter .  This was also in connection to the  taboos that had to be respected. It was not so much for the everyday clothing but the clothing that had to be worn in hunting on the moving ice had to  be  completed before the  dark period so  for this reason these clothing had to be made in haste. This was all connected to the taboos that had to be followed. 

Q. What is the word used to describe when the sun is coming out? 

A. I cannot remember what it is actually called. When the sun had just returned, at this time the temperatures are harsher, this period is known as (VOC) SIQINNAARUQTUQ [When the sun is getting higher the temperatures are much colder],  even we can  hear the ground cracking at this period as it is really frozen. We identify the midday (VOC)  ULLUUSUKTUQTUQ, [that is when the sun had reached its 

highest level]. (VOC) KIAKPALLAKTUQ [is when the heat of the sun starts to return in the morning], this is usually the time when the sun's heat starts to get warm. We also use the term (VOC) MAJUALLALIQTUQ [when the sun starts to get up  higher].(VOC) AMMUALIQTUQ [is when the sun starts to set we call that]. When the sun sets it is called (VOC) NIPIJUQ [sun sets] and the period after that would  have been called midnight if there 

was no sun, it is called (VOC) UNNUATTAK [midnight if there was no sun] . In the winter during the dark period it is called (VOC) TAUVIGJUAQ [no sun /  dark period]]. 

Q.  Is there names to identify the moon from the time of  the new moon to the time it is gone? 

A.  When the moon first appears it is called (VOC) TARQINIKTUQ [when the first moon appears],  that is what is called when it gets to become a half moon we use to say that it is (VOC) QULLIKKUMINAQSIVUQ, [that it looks as if it would make a good (VOC) QULLIQ [lamp] this is in connection when they use to have soapstone lamp and it would be shaped like a half  moon. One thing that was paid attention to was  the shape of  the moon when it just started to come out.  In the first quarter if the moon comes out with the upper section bigger then the lower section it was predicted that the weather would be bad sometimes during the period before the full moon,  if it came out with the upper and the lower section evenly,  the weather would be good during the time it took the moon to become full. This was of course the time when dependence on wildlife  was the only source of survival. (VOC) ALUNNGAKPUQ [During the full moon it is called tarqiniktuq, as it starts to fade it  is called alunngakpuq]. This is usually  the indication when the moon will no longer be useful at night should one wanted to travel. The tide is connected to the moon , as the moon starts to come out the tidal current is not strong, you can measure that by observing the water mark on the beaches the movement of the tide is usually small on the beaches as the moon comes out. When the moon becomes full the tidal current becomes strong and moves faster this is called (VOC) PITURNIQTUQ [when the moon becomes full the tidal current becomes strong and moves faster]. So the moon was used to determine the strength of the tidal  current to the hunters who depended on marine animals where  they would have to hunt on the moving ice.  They were able to determine that the currents would  get stronger when there was a full moon, during the full  moon the high water mark on the beaches is increased with  it, as the moon  starts  to move towards the  last quarter after it had been full the tide will come to its height  at that time and soon after it  will start get lower again. As the moon starts to fade the current is not going to be as strong, so it is usually at this period that a new ice would be formed  along the floe edge. When the moon is gone the tidal currents have the same effects as would be with the full moon. When the tide is beginning to slow down it is known as (VOC) INGIRRANIQ [when the tide is beginning to slow down] (VOC)  KANGAARIARNIALIQPUQ, [which is to say that the tide is going  to slow down from that moment on]. 

Computer number:  HP3 

Tape number:         IE-142 

Interview with:        Herve Paniaq 

Interview by:          Louis Tapardjuk 

Translated by;        Louis Tapardjuk 

Word processed by: Louis Tapardjuk 

Date:  March 26, 1990

There once was a man who was hot tempered  and cruel to  his wife who would continually assault his wife.  Finally the wife got fed up with  her husband.  One night in  a  full  moon  she  went out walking  to  a place where there  were  no  trails  or footprints around.  When she went to a place where there  were no footprints on the ground she knelt down and put her elbow to  her knees at the same time she covered her head with  her hood. As she was in this position she started to call: (VOC)"TARQIIQ PIKSUMAA  AINNGAA,  TAQQIIQ  PIKSUMAA AINNGAA." [You moon up there get me, you moon up there get me]. After she had said those words she heard a dog team which stopped by her side,  as the dog team  was stopping  the driver commanded his dogs: " 15UUAH 16TIRIATTIAQ, UUAI 17PUALUKITTUQ, UUAI ARJIQ." The driver  asked her to  get on  the sled  and  soon  after they started to move along the ground. The driver asked the woman to close her eyes and to  keep  them shut until he  say so.  So the woman shut her eyes as they moved on, at first she could hear the sound of  the runners gliding along the  ground  which soon was replaced by the swishing sound.  As  they went  along other unfamiliar sounds sounded occasionally which as it turned out was caused by the clouds when they hit them as they journeyed. At one time she opened  her eye which almost  made her to fall off the sled but she dropped one of her mitts. She immediately closed her eyes as she was startled.  It was a long time before  she started to hear the sound of their sled runner gliding a long the ground. When  the driver asked her to  open  her eyes she  did. When she opened her eyes she immediately saw dog team  trail  that  was so frequented  that  it shone, as this was a full  moon. As they journeyed onwards the driver told her that when she entered an Igloo she will see someone at the side platform on  the left side towards the entrance.  She should not glimpse at her instead she 

should immediately look  her directly  in  the face.  In addition they will get a big woman visitor who will try to make her laugh, when that happens she should get her hand under  her 18KINIQ and shaped them in 19NANUUJAQ and imitate  a bear sound.  He had told her these in advance as the travelled along. They finally reached their destination so she entered the place where he had shown him which  one to enter. Without realizing she glimpsed  at the person on the side platform for a brief moment  which immediately burned part of her eyelash. As it turned out that this person was the sun. She settled to the place where she would have her place on the bed platform.  At the rear section of  the bed platform there  were two people without entrails  with  their knees tucked inside where the entrails should have been,  yet they were alive. As she settled down a meat tray was thrown inside with a huge ulu in it.  This was followed by a huge woman with kamiks and she was 20TIMAUTTIJUQ.  She was  ugly  looking with  her  tattoo too dark.  As  soon  as  she entered she  started  to perform dances and saying: 21"TUNNIRJJUAKKA I HI AI, QAUJAARJJUAKKA I HI AI, PAAPARQU&ARJUARTUQ I HI HI AI." 

The jester went right in front of  her and made  every attempt to make her laugh,  she started to  get the urge  to  laugh  and was having difficulty to  hold back so  she got her hands  under her KINIQ and shaped  her hands in (VOC) NANUUJAQ [which  she  imitated a polar  bear] at the same  time, the huge woman spoke out  at that moment: 22"URSURALIKTALIKJUIT, URSURALIKTALIKJUIT!",  at that moment she took her meat tray and dashed out.  After this incident she was inside  the Igloo where  there  was a caribou shoulder blade bone she was asked to  take  it, which was situated at  the 23KANGIQ.  So she took hold of the  shoulder bone which  was covering  a hole right  through,  he asked her to look through it so she did, when she looked through the hole she could see the people down there playing the wolf game (VOC)  AMARUUJAQ [wolf game]. As it turned out it was the people that  she had lived with  before she was taken to the moon, she saw her husband sitting down there. He asked her to spit through this hole so she did , at the same time the people down there said: 

(VOC)"ULLURIAQ ANA&&AQPUUQ, ULLURIAQ ANA&&ARPUQ!" [A star had defecated, a star had defecated!]. She had now been living in her new place as the man had taken her for a wife,  soon she was impregnated.  When her pregnancy was at the advance stage that her belly swelled he  decided that  he was going  to  return her  back down.  He told her that  once she had borne her child she should not feed  the child anything  that her husband caught otherwise if  the child was to  eat then  it would surely die along with herself.  He also told her that  every time she gets hungry she should get her cooking pot over her QULLIQ as if she was cooking something ,  meat would  be  provided  in this 

manner inside  her cooking pot,  in addition whenever  her QULLIQ ran short on fuel she should tilt her QULLIQ higher  so that fuel can be provided. 

As time went she bore a little child. She was not  going to eat any of the catch that her husband got  instead all she had  to do was get her cooking pot over the QULLIQ and meat was provided for in this manner.  Her needs were provided for in this manner. When the child had grown a little bigger, her husband was ill-tempered so he started to get mad at  her again for he wanted  her to eat some of the meat that he had caught. She kept saying that as long as the child had not grown bigger she was  advised against eating anything that he might catch.  But the man was persistent, he was going to make her eat from his catch. Finally she gave in so when they went to sleep that night both  she and her child  never woke the following morning. 

KAUKJAKJUALUK was  an  ill-treated orphan where he was never allowed  to sleep inside an Igloo. He made his shelter in the porch of an Igloo where he used the dogs to keep him warm by sleeping among them. In addition he was never given food  to eat except for walrus hide (KAUK)  where he  was given one to tear off pieces without a knife only  with  his teeth. There was a little old lady who  would give him  24AMIRTAKULUK so he would put them between his teeth in order to cut through the  hide easier when he had them on, but the people would grow suspicious when he was able to eat much faster, so they would look to see what made him able to eat much faster. He would try in vain to hide them everywhere including  his navel but to no avail which soon, would be taken away from him. The ill- treatment continued, on using the dogs to keep warm by sleeping among them in the porch. 

One evening late at night when the moon was full he  heard a foot prints just outside. When the sound stopped just outside he heard someone call: ( VOC)"KAUKJAKJUUK ANILAURIT!" [kaukjakjuuk come outdoor!](VOC) " ANINIAJJANNGITTUNGA IVVIT QIPAARJUALUUK  ANINGAARIT." [I am not coming out, you 25qipaarjualuuk go out  instead].  he replied telling a dog to go out instead. Again, (VOC)"KAUKJAKJUUK ANILAURIT!" [kaukjakjuuk come outdoor!] 

(VOC)"ANINIAJJANNGITTUNGA IVVIT AKSAKAILISAARJUALUUK ANINGAARIT." [I am 

not coming out, you 26aksakailisaarjualuuk go out instead]. Again," KAUKJAKJUUK  ILAAK ANILAURIT!" [kaukjakjuuk I said come outdoor!] (VOC)" ANINIAJJANNGITTUNGA IVVIT ISIGAILISAARJUALUUK  ANINGAARIT." [I am not coming out you 27isgailisaarjualuuk go out instead]. He was not going out for he was spooked and afraid  of the person outdoor. Again,  (VOC)" KAUKJAKJUUK ILAAK ANILAURIT!", [kaukjakjuuk I said come outdoor!] (VOC)" ANINIAJJANNGITTUNGA IVVIT AKISAARJUALUUK ANINGAARIT." [I am not coming out you 28akisaarjualuuk go out instead]. Again, (VOC) "KAUKJAKJUUK ILAAK ANILAURIT!" [kaukjakjuuk I said come outdoor!]. (VOC)"ANINIAJJANNGITTUNGA IVVIT ALLINIARJUALUUK  ANINGAARIT."  (  I am not coming out you 29alliniarjualuuk go out instead]. This kept on going until there was no dogs available  for him to send out instead so once again,(VOC) " KAUKJAKJUUK ILAAK  ANILAURIT!" [kaujakjuuk I said come outdoor]. 

As there was no one but himself to go out, so he finally went outdoor. The man who had been beckoning him took hold of him and took him to a place where there were no footprints around. When he got him down he whipped him and immediately the boy fell down. At that moment locks of hair fell  down from his head as would when one combs the hair and the hair sticks to the comb. Again the man whipped him and the boy once again fell down, when he fell down caribou fur fell down from the left over of socks that had  been used when socks were made.  The whipping continued on until anything that could fall were completely gone, this the man did by pushing him down physically. The man asked the boy to open a rock  that was frozen to the ground. The boy succeeded in  prying  the rock open,  this was repeated with a bigger rock this time,  while at it the man would whip him. The boy could not pry the rock open so the man whipped him in successions and asked him to  try harder to pry  the rock open which was frozen to the ground.  He managed to pry the rock open  with continued effort. After more whipping  the man again asked the boy to try  and pry open  a much larger rock  which was almost a boulder.  After the boy made  attempts to pry  the rock open he could not do it so the  man gave him  more whipping until finally he succeeded in prying the  rock open.  At which time the man said that he had enough and the boy had grown at this time so the man gave  him clothing that he had outgrown  himself, at the same time he gave him the whip that he had used against  the boy. 

He also instructed him to  hide away from  the camp  where he had lived previously,  and added that in the morning he  was going to send down three polar bears. So when the morning came three polar  bears came in to the camp.  The men tried to hunt down the  polar bears but they grew afraid of the three polar bears.  At this time people start  to look for KAUKJAKJUALUK. They could not find him as the people said: (VOC)" KAUKJAKJUK  NAUK,  UIRISAUTIKSATUINNAQ,  PIJUMISAUTIKSATUINNAQ. "(Where is kaukjakjuk  he is only good to tease the  polar bear, he is only good to be used as distraction to the polar bears]. 

When a child went to look for him away from the camp, KAUKJAKJUK took hold of him and crushed him by rubbing him onto his chest. As KAUKJAKJUK started for the camp he sang a song that he was now in  a better position, the song stated that he might not look as if he was in a better position but he was actually in a better  position. When he got to the camp he whipped  the men and afterwards  would grab hold of  them  in  which he would  throw them to the polar bears where they were mauled. This kept on going as the men dwindled in numbers,  he would grab hold of a person  and whipped  them then throw them at the polar bears. Then he saw the old woman, who had made attempts to help him out,  trying to hide under a container that was used to carry the dog food  when  the meat  had been cut up.  It was evident that she was extremely afraid  that she might be the next victim.  KAUKJAKJUALUK said to her: (VOC)"QUJAGI&&AQPALAURAKILLI PIJJAANGITAGIT." [I  had always been thankful to you so I will not harm you]. After he had enough of  the people getting whipped  and having thrown  them to the people he took  his attention to the polar bears where he would throw the bears to the ground and kill them. 

This is a legend  about KAUKJAKJUK which differs from KAUKJAKJUALUK. 

On a full  moon night  in a camp a hunter was returning from a hunting trip. KAUKJAKJUK, who was only but a boy,  when over to see the new arrival. The hunter  had a seal on  his sled so he asked the hunter:(VOC) " IGALAAQ NATTIQPIIT?" [Did you catch a seal Igalaaq?] (VOC)"NATTIRUMAGAMA NATTIRPUNGA,  IQIASUNNGIKKUVIT TARIURIT!" [I wanted a seal so I caught one, if you wish to, get me some salt water] the hunter replied. So he and his sister went out to get some salt water from the floe-edge.  As they were returning to the camp the ice broke off and the brother and sister  went adrift with it.  As they were adrift it was sometime before they started to walk hoping to get back home,  they came to a camp that they had never seen before. They made their home here, soon afterwards they started  to get ill-treated.  The sister  was given the  task of braiding which turned her hands into raw, which ate away the skin right to the bone.  While the boy was given the task of carrying out faeces in the urinals made of walrus  hide  in  the QAGGI  where  the festivities were held. Whenever the urinal was full someone would put  some  faeces around the rim of  the urinal  and he  would be asked to empty it outdoors , at the same time he would be told to bite the urinal around the rim to take it outdoors.  So he had to bite the rim of the urinal that was covered with faeces to go out and empty it.  The entrance to the place was low from  the ground level so sometimes he could not carry the urinal up so there were two single women who would use a polar bear fangs to hook him by his nostrils and pull him up with it.  This resulted his nostrils stretched. That was how much they were ill-treated. 

He would tell the people: (VOC)"ANGAJUGA  ANGAKKUU&&ARMAT PIJAULUAQATTANNGILAURLANGA!" [My older brother  is a shaman so do not treat me so badly!] The persons that ill-treated these two more then anybody else would answer. 

(VOC)"ANGAKKUUGUNILI  AI  TIKISIMALIRAJAQPUQ,"[ If he was a shaman he would no doubt have been here already]. All  through that  winter  well into  the spring  time both were ill-treated. The sister was constantly doing braid work. The older brother knew where his siblings were in that camp. When the spring  came  he started to build an (VOC) UMIAQ [boat], once  he had completed the UMIAQ, he went to the task of getting the UMIAQ to go faster,  he succeeded in doing that , even he was able to keep up with the old squaw ducks when  they  had molted  so they could not fly. After that he left to go to the camp where his siblings were.  When he arrived there KAUKJAKJUK tried to stay by his side wherever he went,  but the older brother told him that he did not want to be discovered that he was the older brother  so  he asked him not to be too evident about it. So the boy  took  his advise and tried to stay clear from him. The older brother was trying to gain first  hand information about  the fate of his siblings and how they  were treated by  the people  in that camp. Whenever a QAGGI was held KAUKJAKJUK would be the given the task of emptying the urinal outdoors with the  rim covered with  faeces. This kept on  going until one day  the  boy  was again taking  the urinal outdoor when the older brother said: (VOC)"AQAA  PIJUNNANGAARUNAQPARA  ANILAURLAGU ," [Here let me do the carrying outdoors  for I fill  that  I can do  it better than he does,]. 

(VOC)"PINIAQTAALUA,  PINIAQTAALUA!" [He will do it, he will do it]. replied the people. But he did not pay any attention to them so he took hold of the urinal and pretended that  he was  going to take it  outdoors but instead  he emptied inside the QAGGI. For those who were only wearing slipper like footwear they tried to stay clear in a tip toe manner.  All participants in the QAGGI  left while they were still inside so the entrance was blocked so  that  they could not leave the place,  at once an old lady  went to the window and at the same time he told he that there was an weasel  skin under the seat of his boat she should  bring it over to him.  Their sister had been strangled.  So the old lady brought it over to him which was only a dried weasel  skin.  The old lady hand it over  to the ventilation hole. He soften the skin and made it to a live weasel and let  it loose through  the ventilation hole. When the weasel was  gone out he could hear the people  going after the weasel, soon after the weasel returned indoor with  the whiskers covered in blood.  Apparently the weasel had killed the fastest runner in the  camp. After  he  had cleaned it up again he set it loose outdoor,  at once the people could be  heard chasing  after the weasel but  sooner  then  the  first  time  the  weasel returned, apparently he had claimed  another victim.  After cleaning him up he again set it free which it returned much sooner than the first time, again with the whiskers covered in blood, apparently it was killing the most able persons in the camp. The people started to ask:(VOC) "QAKKUAQAI PI&&ALIRAATIGUNN  AI?"  [Perhaps those people  inside are responsible for this?]". 

At this time the entrance was uncovered, all this time the sister had been killed by the people of the  camp. As they  continued to  live  in  the camp  people  that had UMIAQ decided  that they wanted  to race to  see who is  the best UMIAQ handler.  So the race started,  he led the rest with someone very 

close  behind  when  they  returned.  The people  wanted to hold another race which was to  be  taken advantage  of  by  the two brothers to get away from the camp.  When they were getting ready to go,  the older brother of KAUKJAKJUK shouted especially geared towards  the ones  that ill-treated the sister  and  brother the most. 

"30ARNARURQAJJAK ATIRLIK,  IPUTIGINIARATTIGU,"  At once the women started to giggle amongst themselves as they went  down to board the UMIAQ. Taking these women along the two brothers entered the race,  as they all started the two brothers took the lead well in advance of the others. When they got the big lead they started to go away from the place to get away from the camp. The rest of the participants in the race followed but could not catch up to them. The two brothers  continued on  to  the direction of their home taking the women paddlers. As they moved on they were blocked by the floating sea weeds so  the older brother of  KAUKJAKJUK told the rest to close their eyes and instructed them to  keep their eyes shut until he tell  them so.  So they all closed  their eyes and  soon after he told  them to open  their eyes,  when they did they found that they had passed the mass of floating sea-weeds. As they travelled on the came across  a large mass  of ice floes making it  not possible  for them to continue on. Once again he asked them to close their eyes and to keep them shut until he say so. So they all closed their eyes and had them closed longer then the first time  he  asked them  to close them,  when they opened their eyes they saw that they had  passed the mass of  ice floes. As they  continued on  the sea transformed itself  to a land, so once again he asked them to close  their eyes in which  they kept closed until he asked them  to open them again.  Again they had 

passed their obstacle.  After that there was no further obstacles and made it back to their camp. 

When they were home the older brother whipped KAUKJAKJUK with a bearded seal 31QANNIQ which made  KAUKJAKJUK grow. After that he gave his whip to KAUKJAKJUK and married him to the  woman that he had taken from the other camp.  After he started to live with the woman as his wife he started to ill-treat his wives.  Whenever he returned from a visit he would lay down between his two wives and say: (VOC)"QALAJUMINARNANGALU." [I am not fit to lay at the bottom]. Whenever he said that,  the two wives would rush to him to get on top, whichever came in second  would result in getting physically ill-treated. Whenever he walked into their dwelling he would say: 

"TUGLIRUTIAJAAKKAAK KAKIANGAANGILAAK?" 32 

Both  would answer  "33KAKIANGAARPUK,"  Whoever answered the last would get beaten up by him. He treated them so badly that the shoulder of the other one was dislocated,  while the other one`s  eye  turned around  in its socket.
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Have you ever heard of the stars called  KINGULIIT? 

A. I have heard of the stars (VOC) SIVULLIIT [] but I am not certain about the (VOC) KINGULLIIT [. What they refer to is the fore and hind leg of a caribou], as you know there is the stars known as (VOC) TUKTURRJUK [big dipper / the caribou] so the legs which is the hind and the fore legs. 

TUKTUJJUK is facing this way so the brighter ones are located in this area. 

(Pinpointing the stars on the chart) 

Q. Do you know of any legends that is connected to stars? 

A. No I really have not heard of any legends connected to stars but What I have heard is about the moon where a woman wanted the moon man to get her. So the moon man came down to get her because the woman kept shouting at the moon for him to come down and get her, first she would get into her hood and cry out to the moon saying; 

(VOC)"TARQIIQ PIKSUMAA AINGAA". 

[You moon up there come and get me]. 

Soon she could hear the sound of sled tracks approaching her. When the dog team stopped, he said; (VOC)"UUA! [stop] TIRIATTIAQ, UUA! PUALUKITTUQ," 

 As it turned out it was the moon so they were going to go to the moon by dog team. When he asked her to go and get on the sled she went accordingly. He was going to take her home as the woman had beg to be taken to the moon on numerous occasions whenever there was a full moon. The man had asked that she kept her eyes shut throughout the journey. As they started to move along she could feel that they were moving along the ground at the same time she could hear the distinct sound of the runners running through the ground. 

Soon the sound of the runners dragging could no longer be heard which was an indication that they had taken up to the air even though they were going by dog team. 

She remembered the time when she was asked to keep her eyes shut but she was getting curious as to what was going on around them, so she opened her eye very slightly, at once the other mitt immediately fell off, so she kept her eyes closed for the remain-der of the trip which she had to go without the other mitt. As they went along soon the sound of the runners dragging could be heard once again. Once they reached their destination he asked her that she now could open her eyes. She found in front of her a large community where they entered one of the dwellings. That is what I have heard anyway. 

Here she made it her home. She was told that there will be two people that will coming in to make her smile by way of mimicry. No it goes this way. Once she had entered she was told that a plate was going to be taken indoor with a large ULU in it carried by someone that would try to make her smile by way of mimicry. At the far end of the bed platform were two women hugging their knees that were flushed right into their rib cage without their entrails. As it turned out the person that tried to get the woman to smile would remove their entrails. This individual was called as `ULULIJARNAAT'. He told her that if she felt like laughing she should take her hands under the fore flaps of her outer clothing and shape her hands like a polar bear and blow like a polar bear would do. 

So after the man had instructed her about this individual, they had settled in to the dwelling, soon a tray was taken indoor with a large ULU on top of it, at once the person followed behind. Her eyes were moon-eyed and she was dancing around saying funny things as she went along, the woman started to find her so funny that she felt laughing, she remembered what she had been told that she should place her hands under the fore flaps of her outer clothing and form them to shape like a polar bear and blow like a bear. So she immediately place her hands under her fore flap and stuck out her hands already formed like a polar bear and blew like a bear. At once the person immediately took her tray and made a fast exit calling out; 

"URSURALIKTALIKJJUIT! URSURALIKTALIKJJUIT!". 

The two women at the far end of the platform who were hugging in their knees inside their rib cage said to each other; 

"SIURJUARUMATUMULLIAI UVVA IMAILIRTUGUK." 

As it turned out when they were being mimicked they had gave in and had started to laugh so the woman had removed their entrails. 

Q. What do they mean when they said those words? 

A. I have never fully understood what they meant when they said those words, one thing for certain is that they had started to laugh so the individual that was trying to get them to laugh had removed their entrails, so they were still alive but their knees were bent into their rib cage instead of the entrails. 

I do not have any legends that might be connected to the stars. 

Q. In this legend you just told us, do you know of any part of it that makes a mention of SINGUURIQ? 

A. I have not heard of any story that makes any mention of (VOC) SIN- GUURIQ [is the star that changes colour]. 

There is another legend that I have heard about which is connect-ed to the moon and the sun. The man use to womanize with his sister during the QAGGI celebration while everyone was at the QAGGI. What I have heard is that the brother became the moon and the sister became the sun. 

The sister did not attend the QAGGI while the rest of the people would be at the QAGGI. Whenever she was all alone someone would rush in and blow out the flames so it became dark when someone would womanize with her at that moment. She never found out who the man might have been, so when someone did it again to her she felt around in the dark hoping to get her hand on the cooking pot as there was soot on it. So when her hand got covered in soot she made a mark on the man. So when the man left she followed him to the QAGGI. When the man entered the QAGGI the woman could hear what was going on inside the QAGGI at once she heard someone saying; 

(VOC)"U HU UUAI! TARQIRNGAASIT INUTUARSIURASUKUTTUMUT NAANAMITAUKUTTU- TAINNARPUQ!" 

[“u hu uuai! Tarqiq must have once again gone out to look for a woman that was alone now he had been exposed of his lust for woman]. 

As it turned out it was her brother that had been going after her. At once she went into the QAGGI and cut off her breast and offered it to her brother saying: 

(VOC)"TAMARMA MAMAQTUGALUNGA UNA NIRIUK". 

 [I think all of me is good to eat so here eat this as well]. 

Of course the brother did not eat what was offered to him by his sister. Each one scooped some fire with the wick with an ULU or something else from the flame that was keeping the QAGGI lit and ran outdoors. They started to go round and round the QAGGI with the sister ahead of the brother with a flame in hand. The flame from the brother went out so that it was now only smolder while the flames on the sister kept burning so this was the way she became the sun while the brother became the moon as he was only carrying the smolder. 

Q. At night when you were travelling which of the stars would you have used for navigational purposes? 

A. The one I preferred were the star (VOC) QUTURJJUUK[], as they come out very well on a clear night and they were out most of the night, they are located above the TUKTURJJUK. They are slanted at night as the night progress they start to go upright as the morning approaches. When I was travelling on a dog team at night during the dark period one would feel that one was travelling late at night, of course this was the time when watches were not readily available, when you look at the stars you realize that it was still early at night because they are slanted. I always preferred the star QUKTURJJUUK as they are higher and comes out nicely at night. There are times when the lower stars are not visible so these stars were good as they are higher and more visible. 

If the terrain that I was travelling on did not have visible land formation like snow drifts, I would use the stars for navigation-al purposes. When I am in a community so I get to know the struc-tures of the stars from this location, so if I knew where I was at a certain time away from the settlement, if I look at a star I can head for the direction of the settlement. I would use the star TUKTURJUIT in this particular situation as they come out early in the evenings so I did use the star to determine the general direction where I should go to get home. 

Q. As the sun was returning they use to measure the height of the sun using the mitt, was it not? 

A. During the period they would have been concentrating their time hunting seals by MAULIQ or by the floe-edge. As the sun was getting higher once it starts to get pass the (VOC) TUNGUNIQ [], well when you are able to see the sun above the TUNGUNIQ when you are by the floe-edge, you would place your mitt in this manner and the TUNGUNIQ would be against this part, and the sun can be seen by the upper section of the mitt, this is what is called; `PUALUTANIKTUQ'. 

That is measuring the lower section against the TUNGUNIQ when the sun could be seen by the upper section of the mitt, this is what it is called; `PUALUTANIKTUQ'. The sun need not come out in its entirety by the upper section on the mitt but when it partially comes out, this is called; `PUALUTANIKTUQ'. 

It was said that from this period on fate is no longer looked at apprehensively. This saying was known from the past which had been passed on so each generation had heard it mentioned in which I too have heard it mentioned. During the time of my father it was not really that significant, but when they mentioned that after this period `fate is no longer looked at apprehensively', it was an indicating factor that the bearded seals and the wal-ruses would now be able to come in by the land fast ice, that is when these animals starts to `TULAK', (to land) so what it meant is that when the hunters are out hunting they will now be able to find their hunting grounds more in abundance. 

I have heard about the stars that could be used to determine time. As QUKTURJJUUK are bright and easily identifiable so I de-pended on these stars more than any other stars. When the dawn was about to come out these stars would get upright as they move throughout the night. Each of the individuals used different stars to determine the time or other time piece and for naviga-tional purposes as well. 

My grandfather use to ask me each morning when I visited them, as it was our custom to visit their household each morning, he would ask me if (VOC) AAGJJUUK [morning star] had come out. I did not have any knowledge as to what he was talking about, as it turned out it was two small stars just above dawn, so when these two stars come out the dawn immediately follows, that is when it was referred to as `AAGJJULIRTUQ'. The AAGJJUUK is made up of two stars that are side by side. I am not certain, well at least we do not know in this area that they come out at night.
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I have heard about the workings of (VOC) SILA [WEATHER],  as well I  know it from 

personal  observation.  When  the temperatures  get  cold  in the 

winter time,  the moon will shine clearly during a  full moon, if 

the brightness of the moon extends  from the horizon  to the blue 

part  of  the heavens,  this condition was disdained  as it meant 

that it would be  bad for hunting at  a time  when  only means of 

survival  was subsistence hunting.  When  it was  clear with full 

moon with the brightness extending to the blur of the sky  it was 

looked at as poor hunting as  the wildlife would  be difficult to 

get.  When one is travelling especially with dog  team during the 

might the stars are always on the move. 

When you travel at night without moon light,  if you  wish to get 

to  your  destination you can  use  the  following  stars  as you 

guides.  There  is  a group of  stars  known  as (VOC) SAKIATTIAK 

[there the dogs], the (VOC) TUKTURJJUIT [big dipper], and (VOC) 

ULLAKTUT [there running] a group of three stars. The story has it 

that they were running after a polar bear when they got up to the 

heavens.  There were three brothers that  came upon a  polar bear 

and started to  run after it,  as they  ran they  started  to get 

higher and  higher following the  direction of SILA.  As they got 

higher  they  started to  run the same  pace of SILA.  One of the 

brothers,  it might have been the youngest or the middle brother, 

dropped one of his mitt,  as it fell towards the earth he shouted 

" I have dropped my mitt, I have dropped my mitt", at that moment 

the eldest  who was the first said,  "There is  a  full  moon and 

nothing to fear,  go and fetch it". but he never did, so you will 

see the running, ULLAKTUT) trio and you can see the bear ahead of 

them once in awhile. I personally do not know too much about 

them as I am  young just growing out of childhood. 

There  is another  group of stars  that consist of three  or four 

that are bent  in shape  that looks  like (VOC) PITUAQ [lamp supports]. 

There is a star that seem to be directly ahead of us but a little 

to the north,  I think it is right in  the middle of SILA  for it 

does not move  like  the rest,  it  had  always  been  used  as a 

navigational object  at  nights.  It could be  used  when one was 

carried  on  a moving  ice at  the floe  edge.  You can use it to 

determine the position of  the land or the land  fast  ice. It is 

also known that the white people use to  use it  when they sailed 

across from the great waters.  It is said that this  star was the 

only mean  of  instrumental  navigational aid.  This was the time 

when only the sails were used.  It is said that  this star helped 

them to  go  on one  course rather than  travelling blindly, they 

would go towards that star when it was dark  as  there were night 

shifts that used the star for their navigation. I have heard this 

from NAKUNGAJUQ,  my father's step father.  We had, as Inuit, use 

that star  from time immemorial  as a navigational aid,  the star 

that does not move, (VOC) (NUUTUITTUQ) [one that never moves/ north star]. 

I am not sure about the rest of the stars, I never did get to know 

them all even to my present old age. 

The INUIT use to observe (VOC) (SILA) [weather]. The higher clouds could 

also be  used for weather  prediction.  When the clouds form into 

long shapes  facing  east-west direction,  this is the indication 

that the winds will shift from the north to south  direction with 

strong  force.  At this time the  wind would be blowing  from the 

from the north direction. From my personal observation I had seen 

this happened,  when the south winds starts to slow down the high 

clouds will form into long shapes running  north south direction, 

it was known that the winds  will shift to North  direction. When 

the winds are calm you will notice  the high  clouds facing north 

south direction,  it is said  the high clouds facing  north south 

directions, it is said the high winds are blowing that direction. 

When we  were  boys  we  were  forbidden to listen to  some adult 

conversations,  when the adults  were  visiting  each  other they 

might  be  carrying a  conversation that dealt with  subjects not 

suitable for children,  perhaps talking about  someone else, they 

will tell us to go our and play  outdoors when you go  indoor and 

catch part of the subject they would tell us to go out  and play, 

they will add that we should not hear what was being said. 

When the winds are calm,  clear,  and cold,  it was an indication 

that a strong  north wind  would be  blowing.  During  the strong 

north wind   the temperatures will get warmer,  when the  ice fog 

dissipate,  it is an indication that the winds will  die down. We 

were told  that  with  this condition the  winds would dissipate. 

When we  were  out hunting on  extended  trips,  when there was a 

blowing  snow  so  one could not  see  far  because  of  the poor 

visibility, you were advised against building an IGLU on the lee 

side of a hill.  You may build your Igloo out in the open even if 

there was no protection  from the wind, this is so that you would 

not  get buried  under a drifting  snow.  Sometimes, in the past, 

some would get buried  under the snow  when they had  built their 

IGLU on the lee way to get  away from this  wind. Another reason 

to built an IGLU on the lee way would be  to  get away  from the 

wind so that there would be no drift (VOC)(AVANGAAQ) [from that way] 

inside an IGLU. What causes a draft is this,  a snow to be used for an IGLU will 

have  (VOC) PUKAJAAQ [crystalline  snow] at the  bottom  of  the snow 

thickness,  this will  result  in penetrable wall,  the wind will 

just blow through the wall to the wind will form frost during the 

course of night. 

It is always important to seek a best possible snow to build your 

IGLU. when the snow had been covered with (VOC) AQILLUQAAQ [soft flaky 

snow] and the lower part made up of older snow, but not hardened, 

but soft in texture (medium hardness), you should shovel away the 

surface snow and  cut your blocks from  the bottom  part to build 

your IGLU. 

This way it would be much easier to heat your IGLU, when you use 

a snow that was covered with softer snow, what you do is once you 

have  completed the enclosure  you  cover  the  foundation  of an 

IGLU. 

I had forgotten some things that I use to be taught or told about 

the weather conditions. 

I was talking about the moon earlier which is applicable for both 

summer and winter.  The brightness of the  SILA sometimes extends 

way into heavens when there is full moon.  When the brightness of 

the  moon  is  brighter  than  usual it was  disdained, when this 

happened the approach of the  spring looked for as  hunting would 

be poor that winter.  When the blue of the sky  extended near the 

horizon in a full moon and the  moon does not shine  as brightly, 

this is the indication that the wildlife will be easier  to catch 

that winter,  this is what my father used to  predict the hunting 

for the duration of winter. 

In the winter one of the most  hunted  was the walrus,  I went on 

some of these hunts,  When one went on a moving  ice the walruses 

would not be around the moving ice,  this was  an indication that 

the  southerly  winds  will  persist.  On  the  other  hand  with 

southerly wind blowing, when the hunters go on to moving ice they 

will find  walrus on the moving  ice close to  the fast  ice, the 

hunters would rejoice as the walrus were close by, this  was also 

an indication  that the southerly  winds will shift  to the north 

direction earlier.  My father use to say that they could tell the 

weather forecast by observing the behaviours of walrus. 

When  he was  young hunter then,  this was in my  early childhood 

when I was able to remember. I knew then he was an active hunter. 

Before he was losing his eye sights he  kept  us fed  so we never 

went hungry,  that was my father Kappianaq. He had taught me what 

I know today,  however later when we are  reaching our adulthood, 

he  was losing his eye sights,  we  went  hungry  for about three 

months,  we were able to get food once in awhile, we would not go 

as far as being famined, but we did loose few dogs to starvation. 

I have heard little bit about winds.  Past Hall Beach is a region 

known as (VOC) UQQUAT that we frequented, My father had told me some of 

the weather patterns. It is said that when one is carried away in 

the moving ice,  this is the case when the winds are blowing from 

the southerly direction,  when one is marooned in the  moving ice 

with no way to get on to the fast ice they would  spend the night 

out, and another night, then in the middle of the night the winds 

would die down,  then towards the morning the wind would shift to 

the northerly direction,  this  would be an indication  that they 

will  be able to  get blown towards the land  fast  ice. The wind 

will blow from the direction of Hall Beach to (VOC) ANANGIARJJUK. When 

the winds starts  to  blow  from the westerly direction  this was 

also  looked at as  same as the Northerly direction  as  it would 

blow away the moving ice.  This happened during the early winter. 

When the wind shifts to the southerly direction so  that the wind 

will blow from the direction of the land fast ice thereby blowing 

away the fast ice,  should anyone  be hunting on  the moving ice. 

However,  they  would be able to  land around (VOC) AMITTUQ,  but they 

would prefer to land around the vicinity of their hunting region. 

When the  winds are blowing from  the North direction  the moving 

ice will make contact with  the land fast ice  around (VOC) ANANGIARJJUK 

as the ice keeps moving on and on towards the Keewatin,  it never 

stops, perhaps it would slow down with the Southerly winds but it 

keeps going. This is from my personal observation. 

From the information  I had gathered from my father,  when one is 

hunting  around  Fury  and Hecla Strait,  while   hunting on  the 

moving ice one should be cautious when the moving ice had been in 

contact with the fast ice for a prolonged period virtually making 

it not possible  to land around Fury and Hecla,  as  this area is 

formed like an Inlet most  winter round.  It is said that  if you 

were carried away on the moving ice you should move  towards Hall 

Beach or south of it (VOC) (UQQUAT)  if you wish to land, as the moving 

ice passes through the fast ice in the area, if you should travel 

to the other direction you will be faced with difficulties as you 

would be carried out from the fast ice with additional moving ice 

getting constantly on the way between your position  and the land 

fast ice.  If you should try to  get back  to the  Inlet area you 

will  be  faced   with  obstacles  with   additional  moving  ice 

constantly getting on the way,  this is if you are to travel with 

daylight after spending  the night out waiting  for  daylight, To 

the direction of (VOC) UQQUAT,  you will  see the moving  ice slower and 

closer to the land fast ice, the farther moving ice is faster. 

The moving ice towards (VOC) ANANGIARJJUK is much slower, the moving ice 

from the Fury and Hecla  Strait is always  further out, therefore 

should we  have  been  stranded  out on  the moving  ice, we were 

advised against walking towards Fury and Hecla Strait. 

I was taught how to use harpoon  in walrus hunts without  using a 

rifle.  This is  when the walrus are not aware  of  your presence 

when you approach  them  on the ice  before they get a  chance to 

dive away.  This must  be  one of  the joyous  moment,  all other 

thoughts are gone,  your only thought at this point is the walrus 

ahead of you.  When you approach a walrus one gets really excited 

with anticipation as you will  get a chance  to  strike. When the 

walrus exhales,  the noise seems to be quiet as  you would strike 

when the walrus  inhales,  As  the walrus  starts  to inhale your 

concentration  are centred  around your target,  as you aim your 

thoughts are not wondering but your  target,  this is  the moment 

when you are filled  with (VOC) (ALIANAIT)   [gladness] 

when one  is to strike you should  never put the harpoon thong behind  you   , you 

should lay it down to  your side the only  thing you  should hang 

onto is the (VOC)(ITTIRAQ). [    ] You should put down the end of the thong. 

When the walrus starts to  exhale you  should immediately prepare 

yourself  to strike as soon as it starts to inhale,  at this time 

the walrus will expose himself so  you would strike  to the neck. 

When  the  walrus  dives  after   you   had  struck,  you  should 

immediately jerk the thong so the harpoon detaches from  the head 

so you would hang on to the thong so there is no slack, you would 

secure the thong by  wrapping  around  you legs  and  putting the 

upper thong behind your shoulder.  As the thong slacks you should 

watch that any twists or knots are not forming, (end tape). 

when it happens it might get caught  on the Aku of one's  caribou 

outdoor  parka (VOC)(QULITTAQ) [caribou skin outer parka]. 

So it  is  always  important that the 

harpoon thong closely observed.  So when one approaches  a walrus 

as it exhales you  should lay down the thong coil,  so  you could 

keep an  eye on the  thong.  You got to make sure  that the thong 

does not catch anything as the walrus pulls it.  the harpoon that 

you are going to use usually have three coils that you would hang 

onto,  the remainder of  the thong to  the end is   on the ground 

with the pull of the walrus it will  eventually use  up the thong 

as it pulls you are hanging  onto the thong all this time. 

Should one get right on top of a walrus that is  surfaced through 

a hole that had  been opened by  walruses that made  it when they 

were fighting with their rusks.  You should be cautious about the 

harpoon thing, first you must lay down the thong, when the walrus 

starts to exhale you should hurry to strike,  when the ice is too 

soft the walrus  will  dive  away  faster in a condition  of this 

nature when you try to approach it when they start to inhale. The 

reason for this is with the  vibration of ice  the walrus becomes 

aware of ones presence.  The walrus that is surfaced in this hole 

can be struck around the mouth area as the skin  will  not rip or 

the  harpoon head will not rend  from  the skin,  one must aim so 

that it  does  do  struck  tight to  the bone  but  away from it. 

Another area to look at  when the  walrus starts to  inhale is to 

aim and strike around the forehead area. 

Square flipper on the newly formed ice can be  hunted  by waiting 

for them through their breathing holes  using  harpoons. However, 

the  square  flippers are much more  active when struck  then the 

walrus,  so it is important that ones gets into  position as fast 

as one can make it after it had been struck.  The square flippers 

are not only agile but have  more  submerge capacity.  It is know 

that their first three pulling forces are to be prepared  for, by 

the fourth pull the strain would have slackened in  comparison to 

the first three.  The first three pulls are the hardest to handle 

when a square flipper had been struck with a harpoon  without any 

other wounds. 

My father  had once  struck  a square  flipper  in  SIUQQAT which 

resulted in a tangle to  his hand.  I remember seeing  one of his 

finger tip, I can't recall if it was his middle finger but it was 

so bruised that  it  was blue,  it almost busted.  The end of the 

harpoon line was attached  to  his wrist over  his (VOC) QULITTAQ 

[outer caribou skin parka], when 

the square flipper gave a big pull,  from the strain of this pull 

his  mittens were  tangled thereby  immobilizing  his  hands even 

though he was trying to hang on to the harpoon line,  he was able 

to use his other hand to pull and wait for the line  to slack and 

pulling  away  from  the opening hole  so that his hand  does not 

block it and break from the pressure.  His hands were now useless 

and  two of  his finger  tips  were badly bruised.  So the square 

flippers are quick and one must always be prepared for them. When 

the whiskers of a square flippers are straight it means that this 

animal have  an  exceptionally  strong  pull,  so  when  they are 

breathing  through a breathing hole  one must  observe and notice 

what that animal is capable of doing. One must try to notice what 

type  of  whiskers  the  square  flipper  may  have  as  they are 

different,  some are straight whiskers, when they exhale in their 

breathing hole they  will cause  the opening  to make a whistling 

sound, it is then known that this animal have a strong pull. 

I have heard stories how the moon and the sun came to be. This is 

a legend about a brother and a sister. 

THE MOON AND THE SUN 

A brother and a sister were orphaned with only  their grandmother 

as a living  relative.  One day the whole  camp left, leaving the 

three behind.  The brother was known as  ANINGAAT. 

The brother was blind.  The spring had arrived,  their 

(VOC) QARMAQ [sod house] was 

insulated,  though  it  was not much  of  a QARMAQ  but it  was a 

shelter. One day a polar bear came to their QARMAQ, of course the 

brother of  the young woman was blind,  the grandmother  was with 

eye sights as well as the young woman. The young man's eye sights 

were lost to him when he was able to hunt on his own earlier. 

They had one dog with them,  one day a polar bear came upon their 

camp,  the dog was able to alert them of the presence of  a polar 

bear,  however  the polar bear  came  upon  the  window  of their 

dwelling.  The young boy had bow and arrow, so the old woman took 

the bow and arrow when  the bear  broke the window  open, the old 

woman took the bow to the young man and aimed the  bear  for him, 

when she said to shoot off an arrow the young man let go. The old 

woman said.  "You shot  the window  frame,  you  shot  the window 

frame"  The young man replied,  "I  thought  I  heard  the animal 

wounded"  He had  heard the arrow struck  and the falling  of the 

animal.  The  old woman told  his grand daughter  to  go  out and 

check,  she also instructed her to use  a small snow  ball to hit 

the animal when she saw it,  when she went out she  could see the 

bear lying,  the bear had slid down  backward at the  edge of the 

porch towards the entrance,  she  knew  that the  animal had been 

wounded. When told her granddaughter  to hit it with a snow ball, 

so she once again went  out,  though she was afraid,  she hit the 

bear  with  a snow  as instructed in  the rump,  the bear did not 

budge.  So she went back in and told her so,  the old woman again 

instructed her to kick  the bear in the rump  this  time, so once 

again she went out  and kicked the  animal in the rump  again the 

bear did not budge. The grandmother said: "Yes the bear is dead", 

At that moment she got her ulu and started to sharpen it,  at the 

same time she prepared to go out. The ulu must not have been in a 

top shape.  She flinched  the bear. She got her grand daughter to 

kill the dog by strangling, the only dog they had and the one who 

alerted them of the Polar bear.  The old woman  also flinched the 

dog. 

The young  man who had shot  the bear  was now being fed  the dog 

when it was cooked, while the old woman and the young woman lived 

on the bear.  The old woman had made a dwelling for the young man 

outside  in  the porch area.  The  young  woman  was  filled with 

sympathy towards her brother for he was being fed  with dog meat, 

so she took it upon herself to sneak some of the bear meat to him 

as her grandmother forbidden  her  to  give him any  of the polar 

bear meat.  Whenever the two women were  eating  the  young woman 

started  taking  some  of  her potion  and hid it  in her sleeve. 

Whenever the young woman asked for more the old  woman started to 

say: 

"Are you giving  some  of  the meat  to your brother,  as you are 

eating the meat so quickly" 

The young woman replied  that she was  not,  it was only that she 

was so hungry that she eats the meat so quickly. She would take a 

few pieces of meat and hid them in her sleeve,  thus she  fed her 

brother cooked hear meat. 

One day ANINGAAT started to ask his sister, 

"Are the lakes still without loons ?" 

She kept  saying  no to this  question.  The snow was now melting 

exposing  the earth,  Once again  he asked:  "Are the lakes still 

without loons? 

"Yes, the lakes now have loons in them", she finally replied, The 

young man asked his sister to  take him  to a lake,  and told his 

sister before  she left  him that  she should  mark  her way down 

towards the QARMAQ.  He instructed her to make the  markers close 

to each other so he can feel his way down back. 

So she took her brother to the  lake where there  were two loons. 

She made landmarks by piling  some stone down towards  the QARMAQ 

as instructed by her brother right to the QARMAQ. 

He could hear loons in the lake, Finally he heard what appears to 

be a (VOC) QAJAQ [kayak / small canoe] right in front of him 

with noises of loons with it. He heard someone summoning him to 

board his QAJAQ.  As he could hear the voice he felt his way down, 

when he got to the QAJAQ someone 

told him to lay down on his belly on the aft of the QAJAQ,  so he 

lay down as instructed.  He could hear that he was being taken to 

the mid-section of the  lake,  at that moment he was  taken for a 

dive. They were submerged for a time until he started to feel the 

need for air,  after he took in some of and breath normally again 

they started to paddle  further  and at that moment again  he was 

taken for a dive,  this time  they  were  submerged for  a longer 

period   and the need for air was more when he  was finally taken 

up to breath. 

He was asked:  "Can you not see a little bit?" "No, I cannot see, 

but I'm starting to see the brightness in my eyes", he answered. 

Again he was taken for a dive,  this time they were submerged for 

longer period until his want of air was stronger then  the first. 

Finally they again surfaced. 

"Can you not see a little bit more?" asked the voice, 

"I am starting to see the land", he replied. 

At the moment the stranger started to lick the eyes  of the blind 

man,  he noticed that  the eyes  of the stranger were  coarse, so 

coarse in fact that  it felt it  would cut through,  again he was 

taken for a dive.  After he was thoroughly in need of  air he was 

taken up again, he again was asked, 

"Can you still not see?" 

"Yes, I can see the land beyond". he replied." 

Again  he  repeated  by  licking the eyes  of the  blind man. and 

dived. Again he was taken up and asked, 

"Can you still not see the grass on top of the hill?" 

"Yes,  I can see a little  bit in  a haze  form,  that  grass" he 

replied.  Again he  is  taken for  a  dive,  this  time  they are 

submerged longer  until he  no  longer  could hold.  They finally 

surfaced and he was starting to get concerned for they had stayed 

under water longer.  Again  having  licked the eyes,  he was once 

again  taken for a dive,  after  they  had surfaced,  he was once 

again asked, 

"Can you still not see the grass on top of those hills?" 

He replied that he could now see, so he was now going to be taken 

to the shore. He was now able to see a long way off. He could see 

the movement of the  grass on top  of the hill.  The stranger had 

told him not to look back  towards the lake  when he was  put the 

lake when he was put on shore until he was well out  on the water. 

So he could hear him paddling out  to the water  farther from the 

shores,  he peeked  under his arm,  he noticed that the  back was 

bare without any fur,  as soon as he saw it,  he immediately took 

his eyes  away from him as  he  hot frightened.  He started to go 

down using the stone markers that his sister had piled up, for he 

felt sorry for her for having done all the work.  Cutting part of 

his upper part of his footwear he make  a sling.  On his way down 

following the markers,  he would throw rocks at  the arctic terns 

using   his sling. When he got down and walked in, he asked their 

grandmother "Who's bear skin is that  outside,  who's dog skin is 

that out there?" 

"It is  the people  in  the (VOC) UMIAQ [boat] that  had  left  for  her." she 

replied falsely. 

After his eye sights  were back to  normal he had made  a harpoon. 

That time the white whales were passing along the  shores, he was 

able to catch young whales using the harpoon from  the shore. The 

brother  and sister  started providing food  for themselves alone 

leaving the grandmother without food,  well enough that she would 

not starve. The grandmother decided that she would want to be the 

anchor in the harpoon line.  The young man was hesitant  at first 

but the grandmother kept insisting that she be the  anchor to the 

harpoon line.  So she went  down  to  the shore  where  the white 

whales would pass along the shore.  So she went down to the shore 

where the white whales would pass along the shore.  So she made a 

ready  to  anchor  the  harpoon  line  by  tying  her  around her 

mid-section.  There were a pod  of whales that  were passing when 

she started to cry out, "harpoon the young one, harpoon the young 

one",  as one was closer to the shore. The young man took aim and 

pretend to  strike  the young  white  whale,  but  on  purpose he 

harpooned a fully grown bull  whale that was  swimming behind the 

young one.  As the whale felt the strike he started to swim away, 

the old lady started  to get pulled and started to  run,  she was 

running on top of the water until   she was drawn into  the water 

and submerged.  She would not suffocate,  soon after she surfaced 

away from the shore.  As she  surfaced she was  twisting her hair 

forward as  they  were  now  wet.  She  was  twisting  and saying 

something like wanting  to be in  a clean place,  I cannot recall 

exactly what  she was said  to have said.  So she was  once again 

pulled  under water,  again after  awhile  she  re-surfaced still 

twisting her hair so  it became long,  so was the  narwhales came 

into being from her. 

It is said that her hair became tusks in a twisted form. 

After the incident  the two decided  to  go  in  search  of other 

people.  As they walked they would  make camp to  rest but pushed 

on.  They were able to keep themselves supplied with  food to eat 

as  the young man was able  to  catch caribou once  in awhile. As 

they travelled they finally came upon a camp towards the evening, 

here they decided to make  camp for  the night,  so the young man 

started to build an IGLU as it  was now winter.  Before he could 

complete the ceiling enclosure he said that he was thirsty, so he 

asked his sister to get him some  water to drink.  She was afraid 

at first but her brother wanted to drink water so she went to the 

entrance of  an  IGLU and  said  that  she  need  water  for her 

brother. She was warmly welcomed, the person inside said that she 

should walk  in backwards with her (VOC) (AKU) [back tail of a parka] pulled 

up,  and KUSUK so she can get her water. As she started to get in 

the  people  jumped  her and started to  scratch her,  she yelled 

"ININGAA right here". 

The brother heard his sisters alarm as he was  building close by, 

he rushed  over  and ripped  open  the window  which was  made of 

animal intestines,  using his long handled harpoon. He started to 

hit them by poking with  his harpoon.  He started to hit  them by 

poking with  his harpoon,  with  this  they were able  to release 

their victim.  Some were killed when he struck them,  the old man 

started for the bed and licking his finger nails at the same time 

said,  "I kept telling  you that his brother  would come a strike 

you down " he was not telling you the truth. 

After the brother had taken his sister to the IGLU he had built, 

he  urinated  her wounds.  He carried her on  his back  and would 

urinate on her  wounds until she  healed.  By this time they came 

upon more people in camp where  there were many IGLUs.  This was 

towards the evening,  in the  wind breaks outside the  IGLUs lay 

suets off a caribou  back  fat,  arranged  nicely.  They  look so 

delicious,  with  temptation the  sister took one and  started to 

take  a bite  just  then  someone said "Those are  the droppings, 

those are the droppings."  No one was on sight but the voice came 

from  the inside  of  an  IGLU,  So  she lay it  down. Again the 

brother started to build an IGLU and once again asked his sister 

to go and fetch him some more water to drink,  but she was afraid 

to go in as harm might come to  her.  So he said,  "if you yell I 

will come to  your aid,  so get me  some water to drink,"  So she 

went  to  an  IGLU,  going into  the entrance  she announced "My 

brother wished to get water for he is thirsty." 

She was made welcomed and  told to  help herself to the  water in 

the container,  she was also told to  bring her brother in  so he 

too can get water to drink.  She went back to her brother so both 

can return  and get a  drink  of  water,  So  both  of  them were 

welcomed in fact ended up sleeping in that IGLU. 

They started to live with them.  The brother took a wife  and the 

sister  was also taken  as a wife so  she had her  husband. These 

people apparently got children was for a man to use his  elbow to 

the woman's underarm.  The woman was asked by her husband to make 

her underarm available for his elbow  for what she  did not know, 

the brother had married a  woman  because  they  looked  like any 

other,  the wife urged her husband  to touch her  armpit with his 

elbow,  even at that there was  nothing he could  do. Finally the 

sister was  impregnated,  as the birth neared,  a small Igloo was 

added as her birthing place to  the main IGLU  where her in-laws 

dwelled.  They  would hold  festivities.  During  the festivities 

someone would get  into  her  birthing  place  at  the  same time 

extinguish  the  fire   in  her QULLIQ  without  recognizing the 

person. When this happened someone would fight her and fondle her 

but she never knew  who  it  was.  This  had  been  going  on for 

sometime again during festivities she decided to blacken her nose 

from the soot of her cooking pot as she knew  she would  again be 

handled. So once again. 

        (End of Tape)

Computer Number:    - IE051 

Tape Number:        - IE-051 

Interview with:     - Noah PIUGAATTUK 

Interviewed by:     - Paul Irngaut 

Interview date:     - March 22, 1989 

Translated by:      - Louis Tapardjuk 

Word Process by:    - Louis Tapardjuk 

Process date:       - December 9, 1993

Tape Number:        - IE-051 

Interview with:     - Noah PIUGAATTUK 

Interviewed by:     - Paul Irngaut 

Interview date:     - March 22, 1989 

Translated by:      - Louis Tapardjuk 

Word Process by:    - Louis Tapardjuk 

Process date:       - December 9, 1993 
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Q. JAANIKUTAAK (MacDonald) had some question about the stars, moon and something that I never heard before at that is (VOC) PUALURN-NIQ, do you know what I mean? 

A. I do not understand. Oh yes, that is (VOC) PUALUTANIKTTUQ. [ This is in reference to the time when the sun is getting higher (after dark period),] when you place your mitten in front of you and measure the horizon with the bottom of your mitt and when you can see the sun on top of your mitten, that is what it is called (VOC) PUALUTANIKTTUQ. [ This was an indication that things will no longer be apprehensive as the sun is now that high.] The people would still experience times when they are low of food but the daylight is now longer so that you can hunt longer, this was the time when the danger from famine was almost over. 

Q. Was this also the time when they started to hold (VOC) QAGGI [ celebration gathering and feasting for the passing of winter]? 

A. Yes. When the people were satisfied that they were now going to survive having survived the worst of the season. They will start to hold QAGGI for having pass the worst without any dire consequences. Since the sun was now that high. That was the time of the year that saw the sun above the mitten, this is in refer-ence to this condition. 

They were thankful that they had survived the worst and they were satisfied that they will now see better days without having experienced any unwanted conditions, they would start to hold QAGGI for they knew that they will once again see the summer period. 

Q. Do you know any stories that are connected to the stars? 

A. There is a song composition which refer to the two stars that are located in this direction. As the daylight is getting longer, these two stars will start to come out sooner at night. The two are far apart and they are bigger stars with a few the same size, these two stars are known as (VOC) AKUTTUJUUNG [far apart from each other]. The people of (VOC) MITTIMA-TALIK(pn0 [Pond Inlet]  that do drum dancing have a song that mention these two songs. 

(VOC) ALIANAITTUQARPPUQ INUUNIALIRTUNGA, AJAA JA JA . . .  [What great joy, I will once again survive, AJAA JA JA.] 

This is in reference to the two stars. There is still a trace of daylight in the twilight.  The two stars will come out in that direction. The song goes that the two stars (VOC) AKUTTUJUUK [far apart from each other] had come out while there is still a twilight. The song goes that he will now survive because the daylight had started to get longer as the sun starts to get higher and higher. The composition of that song is in reference to that. He is now glad that when he is out hunting he will be able to spend more time out. They will still run low on food when the weather is not right for hunting. When the weather gets better, they will start to see more daylight. 

The people are surviving without any assistance from outside.  Their survival is dependent upon their own initiatives. They will only do subsistence hunting. The time they spend out hunting will get longer as the daylight gets longer. That is the purpose of that song composition. 

Q. Do you have names for the phases of the moon? 

A. (VOC) TAQIRITTUQ [full moon] is when there is a full moon. As the moon starts to get smaller after the full moon then it will be referred to as ( VOC) ILANNGASIVUQ [lessening], that is when the front side of the moon starts to fade out. 

When the moon first come out it will start to get bigger from the back ( VOC) (TAQIRIKTTUQ) [fill moons]. As this progress the moon will come out earli-er and earlier which comes out (VOC) KINGUVARPALLIALUNI [getting behind] each time. When it starts to fade out after the full moon with the fading of the front side until it gets really thin. When the moon first come out it will be really thin and it is vertically posi-tioned, in fact it will appear to be slightly face down. When it is positioned like that as it, progress to the full moon you will see good weather conditions during that time. When it is posi-tioned like this when it first comes out, that is the front being tilted upwards, during the time it grows to a full moon, you will see foul weather conditions. That is always the case, I know that personally. You can tell what type of whether you will be experi- encing as the moon grows to a full moon. 

When the weather is going to be good while the moon is out the positioning of the moon will be vertical, in fact it will even appear to be face down, there will be calm weather as it starts to grow. That is the way it is, you always can tell as it never changes. 

If the front is tilted upwards as the moon comes out, the people before us use to phrase it; 

`(VOC) SILALUNGMIGUUQ USIJUQ.' [It is loaded with bad weather]. 

That means as the moon grows to a full moon you will see foul weather during that time. It is still the same today, the elders knew what they were saying as it was accurate. 

When the weather was going to be good during the time the moon is getting to a full moon, the hunters use to pay close attention to the positioning of the moon. If the moon comes out vertically, the hunters would be glad about that positioning. It is always easy to tell. When the moon is tilted, it is said that `it is loaded with bad weather', you will see periods of bad weather while the moon is out. That is the way it is always. 

Q. Have you ever heard if something happens when there is a sun eclipse, perhaps one can get blind? 

A. This happens once in a long while. There was an astronomer who had said, that is the time when (VOC) MITTIMATALIK (pn) [Pond Inlet]  was already settled by white people. He had said that the time when there would be a sun eclipse was going to be that early spring. My (VOC) ANGASSAINNUKUT-TUK [ Uncle to be] had taken him to (VOC) KANGIR&UGAAPIK (pn) [Clyde River]  but they returned before reaching their destination, so then they started out to (VOC) MITTIMA-TALIK (pn) [Pond Inlet] instead and I would also go along with them to take some of their load over. It was said that he was a (VOC) ULLURIALIRIJI [astro-nomer] who had come from the same place as MAKUKTUNNAAQ. He said that in the early spring there was going to be a sun eclipse on this certain day. He said that this happens once in a while so this was the time when there was to be a sun eclipse at a certain time. When we reached our destination, he said that there was going to be a sun eclipse the following day. He was accurate with his prediction. He set up his sun equipment and peer into it at the sun, and you could not see any difference when he said that the sun was now getting smaller. He kept peering into his equipment, soon you could see the result of the eclipse, when you looked at it you no longer squint at the light even in the middle of the day. You could also see your breath vapour and the temperatures dropped and you no longer squinted when part of the sun disap-peared. The timing of the sun eclipse was known by the astronom-ers. 

Q. Did you watch the sun without wearing any sun glasses? 

A. Yes. I was not notified if there might be any danger to the eye, that is all I know. It was said that there is a sun eclipse once in a long while. That is what this person told us. 

Q. No one got blind? 

A. Yes. He made it known without telling us of any danger. The temperatures dropped and you no longer squinted at the sun when you looked at the sun as this day was a clear day. 

However there is also a moon eclipse at the time daylights are much shorter. When there is a moon eclipse it usually gets lower immediately following the eclipse. 

Once there is a moon eclipse the moon will very quickly start to fade off, that is the way it is. It will disappear even before it fades off, that is the way it is with moon eclipse, this happens every year. 

Q. You can talk about anything that you would like to talk about, you also mentioned the time when caribous starved, can you tell about that? 

A. From time immemorial this is known to have had happened time after time. This is also applicable to the people where they will experience famine as they depend on crude hunting equipment, this is (VOC) (NALLIUSIMAJUQ) [ prediction that was right] to that particular time. This is also the case for game animals. They will die off for a reason of one kind or the other once in a long while. This also goes for a caribou. 

Sometimes in the winter when there is rain, caribous will be affected as they will find it difficult to find food. This happens once in a long while. This is the case we have seen recently. People too will be faced with famine once in a long while, that is the reason why there are cases of resorting to eating a flesh of another person.
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