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DEAN’S MESSAGE

I am pleased to present the Annual Report for the Faculty of Agricultural and 
Food Sciences for the 2023-2024 academic year. This report will provide a glimpse 
of the activities and accomplishments of our students, staff and faculty members 
as we educate and innovate to strengthen and grow Manitoba’s agrifood systems.

We started this academic year in mask-free classrooms for the first time since 
2020, an indicator of how close the pandemic’s disruptive influence still is to all 
of us. The Faculty’s student numbers held steady in 2023-24, reflective of the wide 
range of employment opportunities available to graduating students.

Strengthening of academic programming commenced with input from external academic 
review teams. We enrolled a cohort of students into the first new program introduced in the 
Faculty in almost twenty years – the Masters in Applied Human Nutrition. We look forward to 
seeing the impact of these graduates as they advance the quality of care that will be provided by 
healthcare teams enriched with dietetic expertise.

Research and innovation was also a strong point for the Faculty in 2023-24, with research 
revenue increasing slightly to $16.7 million from last year’s total of $16.2 million. Research 
revenue per se is not the focus of faculty efforts, but these funds are critical for training students 
in research methods – methods that imbue critical thinking skills that will prepare graduates for 
the challenges of producing and preserving food and delivering nutrients to Canadians.

Agriculture and agri-food processing continue to be important economic sectors for the 
province, constituting 7.2% of gross domestic product. This represents a tremendous 
opportunity for the Faculty because further sustainable growth requires more skilled 
individuals who can contribute to, and manage, agribusiness operations. So, if you are a middle 
or high school student reading this Report, we invite you to visit the Faculty and explore your 
path to a rewarding career supporting Canada’s most important activity – maintaining the 
resilience of Canada’s food systems. One challenge for the near future is Canada’s current 
unwelcome stance to international students, and the reduction of international student 
numbers which has implications for the Faculty. Our recent analysis of the past 5 years of 
graduates indicates that 92% of them (including undergraduates, graduate students and 
international students) currently reside in Manitoba. So, the Faculty’s challenge for today will 
be Manitoba’s economic challenge of tomorrow. Nevertheless, our focus remains on what we 
can control – and that is ensuring that students in the Faculty of Agricultural and Food 
Sciences thrive in a high-quality educational environment.

I would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to our students, staff, faculty, and partners for 
their dedication and contributions to our shared mission. Together, we are shaping a vibrant 
future for Manitoba’s agrifood systems and beyond, ensuring that resilience, innovation and 
excellence remain at the core of everything we do.

Martin Scanlon, Dean

ANNUAL REPORT
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TEACHING
PROGRAM REVIEWS

As part of its goals of academic excellence and delivery of high-quality academic programming, 
the University is conducting (over a seven-year period) formal reviews of its undergraduate 
and graduate programs.  In 2023-24, two of our undergraduate degree program committees 
were busy preparing their self-evaluation reports for the Bachelor of Science (Agriculture) 
- Agronomy, Bachelor of Science (Agriculture) - Animal Systems, Bachelor of Science
(Agriculture) - Plant Biotechnology, and the Bachelor of Science (Agroecology).  The Minors
in Agronomy, Animal Systems and Plant Biotechnology were also evaluated.  The Faculty is
grateful for the many people who worked assiduously to submit the self-evaluation report for
July 2023.

An external review team of three Associate Deans - Dr Cherestes (McGill University), Dr 
Yates (University of Saskatchewan) and Dr Whyard (University of Manitoba) conducted the 
site visit in October 2023 and produced a report outlining the strengths of the programs and 
advancing 11 recommendations for the Faculty to consider.  Among the strengths, the review 
team highlighted the “strong complement of faculty” and the fact that “graduates readily 
find employment in the agriculture industry”.  The Faculty is currently responding to the 
recommendations to further enhance the quality of the Agriculture and Agroecology degrees.

MASTER OF APPLIED HUMAN NUTRITION

In September 2023, the Faculty launched the first offering of the Master of Applied Human 
Nutrition or MAHN.  MAHN is a one-year, full-time intensive program for students who have 
completed an accredited Canadian undergraduate dietetics degree. Students complete dietetics 
coursework along with competency-based practicum placements to allow graduates to qualify 
as entry-level Registered Dietitians. A special celebration was held in 2024 to celebrate the 
successes of the inaugural graduating class of 15 students.  
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TEACHING
FARMING 101

Increasingly, students in our production-
focused programs do not have farm 
backgrounds.  To help integrate these 
students with their peers, the School of 
Agriculture piloted an experiential 
program called “Farming 101: 
Introduction to Manitoba/Canadian 
Agriculture”. This program’s design 
recognizes that many urban and 
international students lack experience 
with hands-on agricultural production in 
a Western Canadian context. 

The one-day field day held September 
2023 at the UM’s Glenlea Campus gave 
participating students an opportunity 
to learn more about livestock and crop 
operations. It has proven so successful 
that it has been expanded for 2024-25.

FACULTY AND STAFF WORKSHOPS

New challenges to providing high-quality instruction in a collegial environment demand new 
approaches.  A number of teaching and other support workshops were held to assist academic 
and support staff address these new challenges:
• In February 2024, a workshop called “From Great to Best: Advanced Teaching Skills” was 

offered to FAFS instructors. Topics included experiential learning, academic integrity, and 
integration of Indigenous knowledge in teaching.

• Each August, the Faculty offers an orientation session for sessional instructors, teaching 
assistants and grader/markers.  The session covers topics such as maintaining a respectful 
learning environment and modern challenges to academic integrity. The session also 
provides participants with information on supports available to them.

• In March 2024, a workshop was made available to all teaching faculty and staff on
“Supporting People Who Are Experiencing Declining Wellbeing or Crisis”. This session 
offered guidance in effectively supporting students and colleagues who are experiencing 
declining mental wellbeing, including how to recognize signs and symptoms of mental 
health issues.

• Also in March 2024, the Faculty hosted “Women as Leaders”, a mentorship session aimed at 
female academics that featured two experienced UM administrators, Dr. Karin Wittenberg 
and Dr. Diane Hiebert-Murphy.  Both mentors shared their journey through academia, 
highlighting the challenges and opportunities they encountered along the way.

• In June 2024, in partnership with the UM Sexual Violence Resource Centre, the Faculty 
offered “Responding to Sexual Violence Disclosures Workshop” to help guide staff and 
faculty members on ways to provide compassionate, supportive and consistent responses to 
those disclosing an incident of sexual violence.
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STUDENT SUPPORTS

Students in the Faculty have timely access to help them with program planning, a service 
available to all Diploma and Degree students. Offered through the Student Services Office, 
this service is unique on campus since it helps students to progress smoothly through their 
programs with ongoing advisor support. 

In 2023-2024, the Faculty collaborated with the Academic Learning Centre to provide Course-
Integrated Writing Tutors in AGRI 2030: Technical Communications. The writing tutors 
provided formative feedback to students to enhance their communication skills.  

One means of enhancing learning is through peer-to-peer mentoring. The School of 
Agriculture established a peer tutoring service for students in the Diploma program, provided 
by current students or recent Diploma graduates.

RBC SCHOLARS PROGRAM ANNOUNCED

In November 2023, RBC made a transformational 
gift of $1.5 million to the Faculty to allow students 
to initiate innovative research ventures on low-
emissions agricultural practices. RBC’s investment 
will fund research grants for 30 undergraduate 
students and 15 masters students investigating 
solutions that will shape future food production 
practices. The first 15 students began their 
placements in spring 2024.

Students will primarily conduct their studies at the 
UM’s Glenlea Campus where they will receive training in state-of-the-art livestock and cropping 
facilities. Extensive engagement with producers and commodity groups, facilitated by RBC 
communications staff, will enhance the knowledge transfer skills of scholars in the program.

STUDENT ACTIVITIES

Fall 2023 saw the return of Aggie Bedpush, 
fundraising for STARS again (Shock 
Trauma Air Rescue Service). STARS is 
frequently the only rapid rescue service 
providing critical care for severely injured 
people in rural, remote, and Indigenous 
communities.  Thanks to donations from 
individuals and communities in Oakville, 
Portage la Prairie, Neepawa, Minnedosa, 
Carberry, Glenboro, Notre-Dame and St. 
Claude, Bedpush was able to raise over 
$12,000 for STARS. 

TEACHING
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RESEARCH
NEW RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURE

Manitoba Egg Farmers Learning and Research Centre

In spring 2023, the Faculty celebrated 
the grand opening of the 22,000-square-
foot Manitoba Egg Farmers Learning and 
Research Centre at UM’s Glenlea Campus. 
The facility features two bio-secure barns: 
one free-run aviary and one with enriched 
housing. This cutting-edge Centre will 
advance and enhance research on modern 
egg production techniques and technologies. There are windows into each barn for the public 
to view the hens, showcasing what modern egg farmers do every day for the benefit of the 
public. Funding was provided by the federal and provincial governments through the Canadian 
Agricultural Partnership and Manitoba’s egg farmers, and construction was supported by 
Manitoba Egg Farmers.

Carman Field Research Equipment facility

In November 2023, the Carman Field Research 
Equipment facility opened its doors. The new 
7,200-square-foot facility houses much of 
the research farm’s field research equipment 
which is critical to the agronomic programs 
of researchers, graduate students, trainees 
and research collaborators across multiple 
disciplines. The new facility was made possible 
with crowd-sourced donations, matched 
by foundational support from the Western 
Grains Research Foundation and the Faculty’s 
Endowment Fund. 



6 |  Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences

RESEARCH
PRAIRIE CROPS AND SOILS RESEARCH 
FACILITY

The UM Prairie Crops and Soils Research 
Facility, a proposed 20,000-square-foot facility 
set to become Canada’s pre-eminent resource 
for field crop research and innovation, 
achieved its funding targets thanks to $7.7 
million in donations, and an additional $6.4 
million from the governments of Canada 
and Manitoba announced July 25, 2023.  The 
facility has a target opening date of 2026.

JARISLOWSKY CHAIR

After a vigorous assessment by an international panel of experts, 
Dr. Martin Entz, professor in the Department of Plant Science, was 
appointed as the inaugural Jarislowsky Chair in Natural Systems 
Agriculture for Climate Solutions. Within this Chair program, Dr. 
Entz is researching how to transform agronomic practices in a way 
that greenhouse gas emissions are reduced and carbon sequestration 
is enhanced to create a more resilient agri-food system.  Dr. Entz’s 
program blends modern agricultural technology with natural 
processes with a special emphasis on biodiversity, integration/
recycling and perenniality, while also incorporating wisdom from 
Indigenous food systems. Dr. Entz consults with farmers and 
policy makers about new and current knowledge on climate-smart 
practices and researches how to adapt current agri-food systems to 
meet those practices. 

REIMAGINING FOOD SYSTEMS

A diverse team of researchers spanning six continents and more than ten countries received 
funding from the Government of Canada to improve access to culturally significant foods for 
disadvantaged communities around the world. Dr. David Levin, professor in the Department of 
Biosystems Engineering, co-leads the project “Reimagining Food Systems for Climate Change 
Adaptation, Mitigation, and Social Justice” which is supported by the New Frontiers in Research 
Fund (International).  This  study will examine the ecological, health, and cultural values of 
small fish, wild rice, and other traditional foods. Team members will use Indigenous and 
local knowledge to improve access to traditional foods and support climate change mitigating 
and adaptive food production systems. The project leverages the work of Myera Group Inc., 
an Indigenous-led and Manitoba-based company, that creates food system technologies 
with Indigenous communities. The company’s innovative technology, and relationships with 
Indigenous communities, will be used to apply Indigenous circular bio-economy strategies to 
fish farming and the production of wild rice and other traditional medicinal foods to directly 
meet the needs of vulnerable groups.
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RESEARCH
STANFORD RANKINGS

In Fall 2023, another edition of the Stanford Top 2% Scientists list was published.  This list is 
compiled from an evaluation of the citation impact of scientists’ work in their respective fields, 
i.e., who is shaping the direction of thought in their discipline?  Of the 156 scholars affiliated 
with the University of Manitoba, 21 of them were members of the Faculty of Agricultural & 
Food Sciences.  This ratio of 26% of our faculty in the Stanford list is indicative of the quality of 
the research conducted in the Faculty, especially considering that the faculty ratio on the list for 
the University’s other Faculties is 13%.

SUPPORTING BUSINESS R&D

Because small to medium sized enterprises (SME) represent the majority of Canadian 
businesses, and provide the majority of employment opportunities to Manitobans, the Faculty 
has been committed to the growth of SMEs through research and development activities in 
partnership with the National Research Council (NRC). Through the NRC-IRAP Contribution 
to Organization program, the Faculty continues to offer funding to SMEs to assist them with 
resources and expertise on research and development activities. More than 20 projects have 
been completed since April 2022, most at the Richardson Centre for Food Technology & 
Research (RCFTR).

FAFS RESEARCH FUNDING SOURCES

In 2023, the Faculty secured $16,661,900 in research funding from tri-agency awards, industry, 
Mitacs, internal UM awards and other academic institutions.
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The Manitoba Sustainable Protein Research 
Symposium took place in June 2024 and featured 
plenary speakers, presentations on current protein 
research, and numerous opportunities for networking. 
The event included exhibitor booths, as well as student 
poster presentations. The Symposium was organized 
by Manitoba Agriculture, Protein Manitoba and the 
University of Manitoba.

The RCFTR Food Technology and Research Day held 
in November 2023 featured speakers from industry and 
academia on innovations in food ingredients, product 
development, and the link to healthful outcomes through 
food and diet. Industry professionals had the opportunity 
to meet researchers and students, take in poster sessions, 
tour the RCFTR’s laboratories, and learn more about research in food and human nutritional 
sciences at this world class research facility.

The Sustainability of Canadian 
Agriculture virtual conference, held 
every March, brings together researchers, 
students, producers, government 
personnel, commodity organizations and 
industry representatives to collectively 
share ideas and experiences about how 
to improve agricultural sustainability in 
Canada. The 2024 conference explored 
the role of Indigenous perspectives 
in reshaping our food systems, the 
management of water and the adoption 
of precision technologies for a sustainable 
food systems future. Among the highlights were the address by keynote speaker Robin Wall 
Kimmerer and the launch of the Ted Poyser Lecture in Soil Health, presented by inaugural 
speaker Dr. Melissa Arcand.

SERVICE & OUTREACH
CONFERENCES

The Faculty actively collaborates in organizing various conferences to share research insights 
and foster connections with partners in the agriculture and food industries.

The Manitoba Agronomists’ Conference (MAC) is an annual forum held in partnership 
with Manitoba Agriculture and the Prairie Certified Crop Adviser Board.  The latest 
developments and trends in crop production, crop protection and soil management in 
Manitoba are shared between individuals and organizations working in research, extension, 
business, and agricultural consulting. The event takes place at the Fort Garry Campus and 
features a slate of speakers and panelists, as well as a poster presentation. In December 2023, 
160 people participated in person with 300+ attending online.
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SERVICE & OUTREACH
OTHER KNOWLEDGE TRANSLATION

The Faculty continues to work to translate new and current knowledge for farmers, food 
innovators, policy makers, health care professionals, and consumers, while sharing the latest 
research advancements and accelerating adoption of scientifically-validated practices. Examples 
of activities from 2023-24 include:
• The Faculty hosted a seminar series that included in-person presentations by researchers 

along with livestreamed Faculty Conversations where Faculty scientists, government and 
industry collaborators and students come together to discuss current topics impacting the 
agri-food sector.

• The Manitoba Agriculture and Food Knowledge Exchange platform (located at 
MAKEManitoba.ca) continued to share evidence-based research in lay formats such as 
infographics, factsheets, news articles, videos and even recipe cards. A podcast series 
launched in 2023 titled “Change MAKErs” profiled early career researchers in the Faculty.

• Associate Dean (Research) Nazim Cicek participated in the UM’s podcast “What’s the Big 
Idea” hosted by President Michael Benarroch on the topic “Feeding the world without 
costing the Earth”.

• The Ian N. Morrison Research Farm in Carman in partnership with Manitoba Agriculture 
hosted the Crop Diagnostics School, a field workshop that is designed to refine the 
diagnostic skills of agronomists and producers involved in field scouting and assessing 
crop health.

• Our researchers offer their expertise at a variety of field days during the growing season. 
One example hosted by the Faculty is the Natural Systems Agriculture Tour, where visitors 
had the opportunity to visit field plots and chat with student and faculty researchers.

• We were pleased to host the Honourable Mary Ng, Minister of Export Promotion, 
International Trade and Economic Development for Canada, who toured the Glenlea 
Campus, and Manitoba Minister of Agriculture, Ron Kostyshyn, who visited the 
Richardson Centre for Food Technology and Research as well as our Carman station.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

As part of our outreach efforts, members of the Faculty participate in a variety of public-facing 
events. 
• In fall 2023, the Faculty, along with Manitoba Agriculture and commodity partners, hosted 

1800+ visitors at the Discover the Farm open house at the Glenlea Campus. The crowd 
made up largely of urban families had the opportunity to look into our barns and to engage 
with local producers and researchers.

• Discover Agriculture in the City took place in spring 2024 at The Outlet Winnipeg 
shopping mall, where the Faculty hosted the UM Food Fight, a fun food product 
development competition where students pitch their tasty creations to a panel of judges.

• The Bruce D. Campbell Farm and Food Discovery Centre partners each year with 
Agriculture in the Classroom-MB for Amazing Ag Adventure,which brings hundreds of 
Grade 4 and 5 students to the farm to learn more about food production in Manitoba.
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In September 2023, the University of Manitoba’s School of Agriculture unveiled the second 
and third videos in the Indigenous Voices series, focusing on Indigenous communities with 
rich agricultural traditions in Manitoba. Building on the first video “Sharing our Agricultural 
History and Journey” released in 2022, these short films inculcate cultural awareness and 
understanding of farming practices and experiences by Indigenous alumni and First Nations 
communities.

In the second video of the series, “Growing a Sustainable Agricultural Community”, members 
of the Peguis First Nation shared their journey towards strengthening their food sovereignty 
through community preservation of traditional agricultural knowledge and practices. 

The third film, “Honouring 
Traditions, Sharing Awareness”, 
takes us on a journey of 
connecting with Mother Earth to 
encourage healing and preserve 
Indigenous teachings. By 
incorporating the films into the 
curriculum, students and staff 
explore the intersection between 
agriculture and Indigenous 
heritage to create a more 
inclusive and holistic educational 
experience.

INDIGENOUS INITIATIVES
TRACTION PLAN

In line with The National Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission’s specific calls to action for reconciliation 
through education, our Faculty has embarked on a journey 
towards reconciliation. Particular to FAFS are the calls for 
Reconciliation, Professional Development and Training for 
Public Servants, Education for Reconciliation, and Business 
and Reconciliation. These “Calls to Action” have been 
adopted as a framework to guide the Faculty on the journey 
of reconciliation with the Indigenous peoples of Canada  In 
early 2023, a committee began developing a FAFS Truth and 
Reconciliation Action (TRAction) Plan and, over the course 
of 2023-2024, identified themes for the action plan and 
consulted with the FAFS community and external 
communities for input and feedback. The final version of 
the plan was presented and approved by Faculty Council in 
June 2024.  The next stages are well underway, including 
appointing a steering committee, as well as committing 
funds to drive the plan’s actions.

INDIGENOUS VOICES VIDEO SERIES

The wild plum tree, native to Manitoba,  
provides a framework to envision the FAFS 
Truth & Reconciliation Action Plan.
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INDIGENIZATION OF CURRICULUM

Academic staff are working to indigenize courses across all our programs. For example, 
Indigenous Scholar Dr. Kyle Bobiwash continues to deliver the course AGRI 2300 Indigenous 
Issues in Food Systems. This course provides an overview of the historical and contemporary 
relationships between food systems and Indigenous people. The course provides the 
background that allows students to craft their own solutions to food system issues faced by 
Indigenous people.

In 2023-2024, The School of Agriculture took a number of proactive steps towards indigenizing 
their academic programming.  Following consultation with an Indigenous faculty member with 
specialization in the field, the Indigenous Voices video project was integrated into the School of 
Agriculture curriculum.  The School continues to work towards updating guidelines, pedagogy 
and restorative responses to academic integrity to align with value sets highlighted in the 7 
teachings, and best practices of Indigenous education.

BROKENHEAD OJIBWAY NATION - KITIGAY

As a result of foundational work done by Dr. Shirley Thomson from the Natural Resources 
Institute in the Faculty of Environment, Earth and Resources with the Brokenhead Ojibway 
Nation (BON), the Faculty became engaged in student projects in the area of food production 
and security. Several School of Agriculture courses were also offered to BON high school 
students as short courses. As a result, three students from the community entered the Diploma 
in Agriculture program, and one graduated in Spring 2024.

INDIGENOUS INITIATIVES

Director of the School of Agriculture Sue Clayton, student Colin 
Pangman and Dean of the Faculty Martin Scanlon during a visit to 
Brokenhead Ojibway Nation.
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Ajibola Akindipe joined the Dean’s Office as Human Resources Officer / EDI Coordinator in 
2023.  In her role as the Equity, Diversity and Inclusivity (EDI) lead for the Faculty, Ajibola has 
participated in the ongoing EDIA learning within the UM and has presented these materials to 
undergraduate and graduate students as well as hiring committee members within the Faculty.

The FAFS student council FASO also added an EDI Advisor position to their council body in 
the academic year 2023-2024. This new student representative’s role was to advocate for and 
ensure that equity, diversity, and inclusion are considered and acted upon by the Council in 
policy and decision making, and in event planning.

A number of EDI activities were held in 2023-2024 including:
• FASO hosted a special presentation for students, faculty and staff featuring Dr. Tina Chen,

Vice Provost (Equity) on the topic “Discussion on Equity, Diversity and Inclusion” in which
Dr. Chen provided a primer on the value of EDI to an organization.

• Dr. Jorge Nállim, Professor in the UM’s Department of History, presented a special seminar
on “Agricultural Dimensions of Slavery and Migrant Labour” which was an overview of
the connections of slavery to agricultural practices since the early 16th century, and its
implications for migrant labour in contemporary Canada.

• The 2024 TK Cheung Lecture was presented via livestream by Sarena Lin, member of the
Supervisory Board of Siemens Healthineers, on the topic “Defining EDI - Challenges and
Opportunities of Creating a More Diverse and Inclusive Environment”.

OUR ORGANIZATION
NEW ACADEMICS
Dr. Mostafa Shartaj joined the Department of Agribusiness and Agricultural 
Economics as Assistant Professor in Resource and Environmental Economics 
in August 2023. Mostafa’s interests in economic research and analysis connect 
with his work in the environment to explore how agricultural and 
environmental policy can be co-developed. Mostafa teaches ABIZ 3550 
Environmental Policy, an undergraduate course which makes environmental 
policy engaging and relevant for students.

Dr. Hailong He joined the Department of Soil Science as Associate Professor 
and Tier II Canada Research Chair in Water Management for Sustainable 
Agriculture in 2024. Trained as a soil and water conservationist and a soil 
physicist, Hailong has broad research interests so that he can better understand, 
measure and model mass and energy transport processes in arid and cold 
regions, especially as these processes change with changes in the climate. 
Hailong will teach courses on water management for sustainable agriculture at 
undergraduate and graduate levels.

EQUITY, DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION INITIATIVES
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OUR ORGANIZATION
AWARDS

Students

• Joel Gardner – Governor General’s Gold
Medal (PhD level) presented to recognize the
outstanding performance of graduate students

• Callum Fortin – Governor General’s Bronze
Medal (Ag Dip) presented to the student who
achieves the highest standing in the Diploma
Agriculture program

• Thilini Dissanayake – UM Distinguished Masters
Thesis Prize winner in the applied sciences
category; Faculty of Graduate Studies Dean’s
Achievement Prize

Academics

• Rotimi Aluko – Fellow of Royal Society of Canada
• Kim Ominski – Canadian Beef Industry Award

for Outstanding Research and Innovation
presented by Beef Cattle Research Council

• Michael Eskin –AOCS (American Oil Chemists
Society) Award of Merit

• Digvir Jayas and Fuji Jian – John Ogilvie Research
Innovation Award from Canadian Society for
Bioengineering/La Société Canadienne de Génie
Agroalimentaire et de Bioingénierie

• Merit Awards 2023 – Fuji Jian, Claudio Stasolla,
Harold Aukema, Danny Mann, Natasha Jacobson

• James House – Outstanding Leadership in
Bioscience of the Year presented by Bioscience
Association of Manitoba

• Harold Aukema - Earle Willard McHenry Award
for Distinguished Service in Nutrition from
Canadian Nutrition Society

• Kyle Bobiwash – UM Terry G. Falconer Memorial
Rh Institute Foundation Emerging Researcher
Award

• Mario Tenuta – UM Annual Community
Engagement Award

• Don Flaten – Manitoba Agricultural Hall of Fame
• Martin Nyachoti – Canadian Society of Animal

Science Fellowship
• Bill Guenter – Canadian Poultry Research Network Hall of Fame
• Digvir Jayas – named UM Vice-President Emeritus and Distinguished

Professor Emeritus, and also appointed President of University of Lethbridge

Alumni

Each year the Faculty presents 
two Certificates of Merit in 
recognition of leadership with 
agricultural organizations and 
outstanding service to the 
community at large. The Spring 
2024 recipients were alumni  
Arthur Cameron, renowned 
Roland pumpkin grower, 
and Delaney Ross Burtnack, 
executive director of Manitoba 
Canola Growers Association.
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FINANCIAL REPORT
CURRENT YEAR SUMMARY
Faculty of Agricultural & Food Sciences
as at March 31, 2024

Fiscal Year Budget 
(000’s)

Fiscal Year Actual 
(000’s)

Variance 
(000’s)

Direct Revenue  3,300  4,455  1,155 

Direct Expenses
  Salaries, Benefits and  & Pay Levy  23,358  22,680  (678)

  Non-Salary Expenditures  6,158  6,316  158 
Total Direct Expenses  29,516  28,996  (520) 

Fund Transfers  426  (540)  (966)

Direct Revenue less direct 
expenses and fund transfers

 (25,790)  (25,081)  709 

ENROLMENT 2023-2024
Undergraduate programs 688
Diploma in Agriculture program 123
Graduate programs 313
TOTAL 1124
International students 333

Undergraduate Credit Hours
Ag Diploma 4,901
Agribusiness & Agricultural Economics 3,756
Animal Science 951
Biosystems Engineering 2,183
Entomology 654
Food & Human Nutritional Sciences 12,237
General Agriculture 2,532
Plant Science 1,410
Soil Science 693
TOTAL 29,317

OUR ORGANIZATION






