
Naturalized Boulevards in Canadian
 Prairie Cities

Research Questions

1. How do naturalized boulevards 
assist Canadian prairie cities in 
adapting to climate change?

2. What boulevard naturalization 
initiatives are happening in Winnipeg and 
other prairie cities in Canada?

3. What lessons do initiatives from 
elsewhere offer Winnipeg?

What is Naturalization?

Naturalization “greens” an urban 
space with native plants, shrubs, and 
trees, and reduces maintenance to 

allow for a natural state to occur.
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Conclusion

•	Naturalized boulevards assist Canadian prairie cities in 
adapting to climate change. Outcomes in this area are the 
same regardless of the type or location of a project, with 
only the scale of the project making a difference.

•	Many naturalization projects are occuring across the 
Canadian prairies. However, there are few projects 
happening along boulevards.

•	For a boulevard naturalizaiton to succeed, there are 
three key factors: proper public engagement, proper 
implementation practices, and biodiversity promotion.

•	There is an opportunity for future research on the impact 
of snow removal pracitices on naturalization in winter 
cities.

Key findings

Key finding 1: Aesthetics
While subjective, naturalization projects are typically aesthetically 
unappealing during the establihsment phase, and aesthetically pleasing once 

completed.

Key Finding 2: Ecological Impacts
Naturalization projects assist with climate change adaptation through 
improved stormwater retention, drought resistance, increased biodiversity 

and pollinator habitat, decreased erosion, and more.

Key Finding 3: Maintenance Costs
While more expensive upfront, naturalization projects are cheaper to 

maintain than traditional lawns.

Key Finding 4: Challenges
NAturalization projects are vulnerable to weeds and drought in the early 
stages of establishment, and snow removal practices can lead to the 
smothering of plants in winter cities.
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Research Methods

Document Analysis

•	Municipal reports, published 
documents, media reports, and seeding 
maps were explored.

•	Projects were identified in the cities 
of Winnipeg, Selkirk, and Grande 
Prairie, as well as at the University 
of Manitoba. Additional projects are 
taking place in Edmonton and Calgary.

Study Site Locations
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