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	Working with compressed gas cylinders involves:

· Receiving

· Storing

· Handling and transporting

· Connecting

· Using

· Disposal 


	1. Explosion, fire or depressurization (leaks) resulting in injuries, asphyxiation, intoxication, poisoning, suffocation, burns, crush injuries, strains, abrasions, falls, lethal projectiles, injuries to back, hands, feet, eyes, face and ears
	1. Document safe work practices for receiving, storing, handling, transporting, connecting and using compressed gas cylinders and ensure employees are familiar with them. 
2. Read the MSDS for each gas being handled.
3. Review Standards for Visual Inspection of High Pressure Aluminium Compressed Gas Cylinders. CGA C-6.1.
4. Ensure availability of:

· Dolly fitted with a strap or chain

· Tools approved by the manufacturer

· Appropriate placard or sign

· Teflon tape or similar inert material for repairing leaks

· Transportation sleeves, in the case of aluminium Nitrogen cylinders.
	1. Provide PPE and clothing appropriate for conditions and task:
· Respirator – in the case of toxic gases

· Sturdy work gloves are recommended for handling cylinders
· Steel toe shoes/boots
	1. Ensure employees who handle compressed gas cylinders receive mandatory training and are observed for competence:
· Transportation of Dangerous Goods

· WHMIS

· Use of a respirator

· Safe Handling and Storage of Compressed Gases (1992) – a Compressed Gas Association video. 


Other Related Documents / Resources
· http://infolane.ec.gc.ca/%7Ehr/OSH/hazards_e.html
· http://infolane.ec.gc.ca/%7Ehr/OSH/arp_e.html
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