Echoes of the Earth
Artist Statement by Mike Valcourt

In this captivating mural installation, viewers are invited into a mesmerizing world where
past, present, and future intertwine through vivid and surreal imagery. At the heart of the
piece sits a solitary woman, encased within a transparent capsule window that hovers over
a lush, vibrant landscape—an expansive green paradise nestled inside a colossal Dyson
Ring. The Dyson Ring serves as an imposing barrier that isolates the Indigenous colony
from the wider cosmos, representing centuries of colonization, displacement, and cultural
disruption. It is a symbol of the lingering effects of colonial expansion—an artificial
boundary that encloses and controls, echoing historical outposts and colonial borders that

attempted to diminish Indigenous sovereignty.

Yet, in the mural’s narrative, the ring also embodies endurance and resistance. The lush
green landscape inside the ring remains vibrant and alive, thriving despite the
encroachment of the metallic barrier. Indigenous motifs—patterns, symbols, and sacred
imagery—are woven into the environment of the ring itself, signifying that Indigenous
culture persists within and beyond colonial structures. The ring, while representing
oppression, also becomes a site of reclamation, a space where Indigenous voices are

inscribed into the very fabric of the environment.

The mural’s composition emphasizes circularity: the recurring elements evoke the round
objects integral to indigenous life—medicine wheel, moon cycles, round dance,
ceremony—creating a rhythm that guides the viewer’s eye around the piece. In a tender
detail, a star blanket pattern adorns a pillow resting inside the capsule, symbolizing

protection, comfort, and ancestral connection.

In the four corners of the mural, the Indigenous four directions—red, white, black, and
yellow—are mindfully painted, grounding the scene in a spiritual and cultural framework
that honours the diversity and unity of Indigenous peoples. These colours serve as a

reminder of the earth’s sacred directions and the importance of balance and harmony.



The woman in the mural is Cree/Métis author Chyana Marie Sage. She is a visionary author
and storyteller whose work is deeply rooted in honouring Indigenous traditions, cultural
resilience, and spiritual wisdom. With a background that weaves personal heritage and
ancestral knowledge, Chyana’s writing often explores themes of connection to the land,
sovereignty, and the enduring strength of Indigenous communities. Her narratives are
characterized by a poetic and evocative style, blending myth, history, and contemporary

experience to create compelling stories that inspire reflection and cultural pride.

Chyana has a tattoo on her forearm in Cree syllabics. In her words, she
describes it: “They translate to ‘The Ghosts Are Dancing.” And it's how us Cree refer to the
Northern Lights in the sky, representing the ancestors dancing. That’s directly connected

to the story of The Round Dance, and how that dance was passed down to our people.”



