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Wallace, Wanda. A.  1991.  Accounting Research Methods - Do the Facts Speak for Themselves?  Homewood, Illinois:: Richard D. Irwin, Inc.





Objectives of the Course: 


The objectives of this course are to assist you to 


- appreciate different kinds of research activity in accounting, e.g., research that is analytical, archival, experimental, etc., in nature; 


- generate research ideas in accounting and related areas which are worthy and researchable; 


- construct precise problem statements and hypotheses that are testable; 


- identify and evaluate primary and secondary sources of data; 


- identify statistical techniques appropriate to the nature of the data and the goals of the research; 


- effectively communicate the results of research through oral and written presentations.





Format of the Course: 


The course will be run as a seminar.  A substantial portion of your course grade will be assigned to your participation in class.  You will be required to organize and lead the discussion on some of the assigned course readings and also to present to the class the results of your research.





Grade Determination:					   Murdoch  Parker  Cairney 


               Seminar Participation and Presentation	 20%		11%	6%	3%	


               Journal Awareness project


                 - due Wednesday, October 2, 1996	 18%		9%	6%	3%


               Library Research project


                 - due on date of presentation (see


                   Detailed Class Schedule)			 25%		2	2	1 groups


               Research Proposal


                 - due Friday, December 6, 1996		 25%		2	2	1 groups 


               Final Exam - to be scheduled		 12%               TBA


							100%








Detailed Class Schedule:





 Date		Topic(s)		Instructor	Readings and Class Assignments            





Sept. 4		Introduction		Murdoch





Sept. 9		The Scientific Method	Murdoch	TEXT, Chapter 1


 						Teams 1,2 - overall theme; summary


						Teams 3,4,5 - details; examples


							Zeff 1992


                                          			All Teams - overall theme; summary





Sept. 11	Internal and		Murdoch	TEXT, Chapters 2 & 3	


		External Validity		Teams 3,4 - overall theme; summary


						Teams 5,1,2 - details; examples


                                        				Moore & Ronen 1990


                                          			All Teams - overall theme; summary





Sept. 18	Sample Selection	Murdoch	TEXT, Chapter 4


		and Statistical Analyses	Teams 5,1 - overall theme; summary


							Cooper & Emory 1995, pp.443-470


                                          			Teams 2,3,4 - overall theme; summary





Sept. 23	Caveats		Murdoch	TEXT, Chapters 5, 6 & 7


                                          			Teams 2,3- overall theme; summary


                                          			Teams 4,5,1- details; examples





Sept. 25	Accounting Research	Murdoch	TEXT, Chapters 8, 9 & 10


						Teams 4,5 - overall theme; summary


						Teams 1,2,3 - details; examples





Sept. 30	Discussion of		Murdoch	Ou and Penman 1989


		Research Paper		Team I - research question; motivation


                                          			Team II - theory development; hypotheses


                                         			Team III - sample; data sources


                                          			Team IV - analyses; major results


                                          			Team V - limitations





Oct. 2		Discussion of		Murdoch	Berger and Alford 1996


		Research Paper		Team II - research question; motivation 


                                          			Team III - hypotheses; theory development 


                                         			Team IV - sample; data sources


                                          			Team V - analyses; major results


                                          			Team I - limitations








Oct. 2		Discussion of		Murdoch	Richardson, Li, and Thornton 1996


		Research Paper		Team III - research question; motivation                                      						Team IV - hypotheses; theory development


                                         			Team V - sample; data sources


                                          			Team I - analyses; major results


                                          			Team II - limitations





Oct. 7		Discussion of		Murdoch	Imhoff and Thomas 1988	


		Research Paper		Team IV- research question; motivation 


                                          			Team V - hypotheses; theory development


                                         			Team I - sample; data sources


                                          			Team II - analyses; major results


                                          			Team III - limitations





Oct. 9		Discussion of		Murdoch	Beatty and Verrecchia 1989	


		Research Paper		Team V - research question; motivation 


                                          			Team I - hypotheses; theory development                                         						Team II - sample; data sources


                                          			Team III - analyses; major results


                                          			Team IV - limitations





Oct. 16	Discussion of		Murdoch	Graham 1996	


		Research Paper		Team i - research question; motivation


                                          			Team ii - hypotheses; theory development


                                         			Team iii - sample; data sources


                                          			Team iv - analyses; major results


                                          			Team v - limitations








Oct. 21 	Discussion of		Cairney	Dhaliwal, Schatzberg, and Trombley 1993


		Research Paper		Team ii - research question; hypotheses


                                          			Team iii - motivation; theory development


                                         			Team iv - sample; data sources


                                          			Team v - analyses; major results


                                          			Team i - limitations





Oct. 23 	Discussion of		Cairney	Turpen 1990


		Research Paper		Team iii - research question; hypotheses


                                          			Team iv - motivation; theory development


                                         			Team v - sample; data sources


                                          			Team i - analyses; major results


                                          			Team ii - limitations














Oct. 28 	Discussion of		Cairney 	Wilson and Grimlund 1990


		Research Paper		Team iv - research question; hypotheses


                                          			Team v - motivation; theory development


                                         			Team i - sample; data sources


                                          			Team ii - analyses; major results


                                          			Team iii - limitations





Oct. 30 	Discussion of		Parker		Harrell and Stahl 1984


		Research Paper		Team v - research question; hypotheses


                                          			Team i - motivation; theory development


                                         			Team ii - sample; data sources


                                          			Team iii - analyses; major results


                                          			Team iv - limitations





Nov. 4 	Discussion of		Parker		Merchant 1985


		Research Paper		Team A - research question; hypotheses


                                          			Team B - motivation; theory development


                                         			Team C - sample; data sources


                                          			Team D - analyses; major results


                                          			Team E - limitations





Nov. 6 	Discussion of		Parker 		Chow et al. 1988


		Research Paper		Team B - research question; hypotheses


                                          			Team C - motivation; theory development


                                         			Team D - sample; data sources


                                          			Team E - analyses; major results


                                          			Team A - limitations





Nov. 13 	Discussion of		Parker 		Nouri & Parker 1996


		Research Paper		Team C - research question; hypotheses


                                          			Team D - motivation; theory development


                                         			Team E - sample; data sources


                                          			Team A - analyses; major results


                                          			Team B - limitations





Nov. 18 	Discussion of		Parker		Chenhall & Brownell 1988 


		Research Paper		Team D - research question; hypotheses


                                          			Team E - motivation; theory development


                                         			Team A - sample; data sources


                                          			Team B - analyses; major results


                                          			Team C - limitations














Nov. 20 	Discussion of		Parker		Nouri & Parker 1996 


		Research Paper		Team E - research question; hypotheses


                                          			Team A - motivation; theory development


                                         			Team B - sample; data sources


                                          			Team C - analyses; major results


                                          			Team D - limitations





Nov. 25	Presentation of	Parker


		Library Research Project	Team AA


						Team BB








Nov. 27	Presentation of	Cairney, Murdoch


		Library Research Project	Team CC


						Team DD








Dec. 2		Presentation of	Murdoch


		Library Research Project	Team EE 


		Conclusion
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�
APPENDIX





1. Journal Awareness Project





This is a group project designed to make you aware of some of the leading research journals in accounting and to give you an opportunity to explore the different "personality" of each journal.  For the purpose of this project, the class will be divided into approximately five groups with three students in each group.





For this project, each team is required to go through the recent issues of six accounting journals and select from each journal one research article that, according to you and your team partners, best represents the majority of articles you have seen in that particular journal.  The six accounting journals included in this assignment are (markers are in brackets):





		Journal of Accounting Research		(Murdoch)


                       Journal of Accounting and Economics	(Murdoch)


                       Contemporary Accounting Research		(Murdoch)


                       Accounting, Organizations and Society	(Parker)


                       Behavioral Research in Accounting		(Parker)


		The Accounting Review			(Cairney)





In selecting the article from each journal, you can use any issue (e.g., a quarterly issue or a semiannual issue depending on the particular journal) that was published within the last five years.  The article should be a research article and the only other restriction is that you cannot pick an  item which is already included in the assigned readings (see the attached List of References) of this course.








For each of the six research articles selected,


a) provide the full reference to the article (i.e., authors'  names, year, journal, issue, page number, etc.);


b) identify the nature of the research method used in the study  (e.g., analytical, archival, experimental, etc.);


c) describe briefly the general research question examined in the study;


d) specify clearly the main hypotheses tested in the study;


e) identify the major sources of data and/or the database used;


f) describe the major conclusions of the study; and


g) explain briefly why you pick this article and what you have learned about the "personality" of this particular journal.





Set out your findings in the form of a table.  A suggested format is presented below:








  AUTHORS, TITLE OF ARTICLE, YEAR, JOURNAL, VOLUME, ISSUE, PAGES 





 NATURE      GENERAL         MAIN


   OF		RESEARCH     HYPOTHESES       SOURCES       MAJOR              WHY THIS


RESEARCH   QUESTION       TESTED		OF DATA     CONCLUSIONS  ARTICLE





�



2. Library Research Project





	This is a group project designed to give you an opportunity to learn more about an accounting or auditing topic and to familiarize you with some of the research and reference tools available in a library.





	Working together with your team partners, you are required to compile  information on an accounting or auditing topic.  To motivate this project, you may be studying the background and development of the particular accounting/auditing requirements on this topic before you decide whether or not you want to support these requirements.  Alternatively, you may have been asked by the senior partner of your firm to gather sufficient information on this topic as part of your firm's preparations for future discussions with a client.





	The range of areas which you can investigate may include:


- major accounting/auditing issues involved; issues that are controversial and significant to different users or interested parties on this topic


- reasons why these issues are controversial and why they are interesting


- major features or requirements of the accounting/auditing standards on this topic


- historical development of the accounting/auditing standards on this topic; common industry practices prior to and after the adoption of the current standards


- research that has been done on this topic and the major findings and impact of such research; how research has helped us better understand some of the problems on this topic; and how research has affected the development of the current accounting/auditing standards on this topic


- research that has been done on other topics with results that may be relevant to our understanding of issues related to this topic


- background and development of similar standards in other countries, such as the United States, the United Kingdom, Australia, etc.


- any other interesting areas on this topic








   For the purpose of this assignment, each group is required to:





a) develop a set of notes, properly annotated and referenced, to record the information you have collected.





b) use some of the following major information sources:


- CBCA, ABI/INFORM (UMI PowerPages), Newspaper Abstract, EconLit, Social Science, Humanities, or any other relevant databases through NETDOC


- COMPACT DISCLOSURE databases


- other resources available through the INTERNET


- The Accountants' Index


- accounting journals and other periodicals


- newspapers, monographs, books and other publications


- CICA public records and documents














c) give a 30 to 45-minute briefing to the class on what you have found out about the accounting/auditing topic.  (See the Detailed Class Schedule for the scheduled dates of the presentations.)  You will be graded by your fellow classmates as well as the instructor.  Attached is a sample Briefing Analysis Form that will be used for grading purposes.  Although no formal written report is required, you are asked to hand in all your notes, transparencies, computer output, etc. for grading.  You are reminded that you should carefully plan the areas you want to cover and ration the amount of time available to you for your presentation.








   For this assignment, you may want to select your accounting or auditing topic from the following list of potential topics:





                  Accounting for Oil and Gas Properties


                  Accounting for Financial Instruments


                  Accounting for Pension Costs and Obligations


                  Accounting for Postretirement Benefits other than Pensions


                  Accounting for Effects of Changing Prices


                  Foreign Currency Translation


                  Segmented Reporting


                  Accounting and Environmental Reporting


                  Reporting of Accounting Earnings and Earning Management


                  Reporting of Future-Oriented Financial Information


                  Reporting of Going-Concern Uncertainty


                  Materiality in Accounting and/or Auditing


                  Assessment of Inherent Risks and/or Control Risks


                  Analytical Review in Auditing


                  Use of Accounting Information in Performance Evaluation


                  Use of Accounting Information in Compensation Arrangements


                  Activity-Based Costing


                     :


                     :�
3. Research Proposal





   For this assignment, each group will be required to prepare and submit a 


   research proposal.





   From any of the assigned readings, assignments or seminar discussions 


   covered in this or other M.ACC. courses, identify an issue which you and 


   your team partners would both enjoy researching.





   In selecting a research topic to work on, you are strongly encouraged to 


   consider replicating an existing study which was published in a respectable 


   accounting journal.  For the purpose of this course, it is acceptable to 


   follow the design of such a study and add to our body of knowledge by 


   collecting new data over a more recent time period and/or by examining the 


   same issue in the Canadian setting.





   In any event, you need to explain clearly why the issue you selected is a 


   problem and why it is worth investigating.  If you are replicating a 


   published study, you should explain why you may expect the results to be 


   different and/or why the problem should be investigated in the Canadian 


   setting.  Once you have clearly specified the problem, you can proceed to 


   formulate the research question into a working hypothesis that can be 


   tested.  Prepare in approximately ten to fifteen type-written pages a 


   sophisticated and comprehensive research proposal to describe the research 


   design which you can use to test your hypothesis.





   The paper should be structured carefully with special attention given to 


   sections and headings such as the following:





             - Introduction


             - Definition of the problem; the general research question


             - Motivation; why the problem is a problem or why the 


               problem is interesting


             - Prior Research; what has been done already, what do we 


               know now and where this proposed study fits in given our 


               existing body of knowledge


             - Working hypotheses


             - Research design


             - Identification of dependent and independent variables, if 


               any


             - Measurement of dependent and independent variables, if any


             - Potential confounding variables and how they can be 


               controlled


             - Statistical analysis to be performed


             - Tentative or expected conclusions


             - Implications of results








Please note that this paper should not be just an essay based on an extensive 


literature review.  This paper should be a "blueprint" of a research project 


that can actually be conducted 
